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Filled with interesting matter from beginning to 
end, pertaining to 


CHURCH INTERESTS, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
THE FARM & GARDEN, 


THE HOUSEHOLD, 
LITERATURE, 


‘ ART AND SCIENCE, 
SECULAR NEWS, 
THE MARKETS, ETC. 


No pains or expense will be spared by the Eéi- 
tors and Publishers to give the latest news of de- 
nominational and other interests. The best 
writers—East, West, North,and South—will con- 
tribute to its columns, and every effurt will be 
made to conduct 


THE 


CENTRALBAPTIST 


In the interests of a 


PURE RELIGION 


And a New Testament Church. 


SUBSCRIBE FOR IT ! 
WORK FOR IT! 


IT IS EASY WORK TO GET UP A CLUB. 
NOW 18 THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE! 


NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK! 


Address, 


The Central Baptist, 
411 N. Third St., 
over Continental Bank, 


ST. LOUIS, Mo, 


THE EARLY DAWN. 


A Monthly Paper for Popular Distribution. 
ILnt.oO0SsTRATEHD 


This is a four- paper, made up of original 
and carefully celoched articles, handsomely filus- 
trated with new cuts, and designed for distribu- 
tion in Sabbath-schools, and by Young Men's 
Christian Associations, and as an aid to all who 
are din evangelical work among the 

ple. matter is partly religious and partly se- 
cular; and is selected with a view to average 
wants, to cheer hearts, and brighten homes, while 
witnessing to the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. 


IT 1S AN INVALUABLE AID TO CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
EVERYWHERE. 


Send two-cent stamp for sample copy and price 
list. Furnished at an average rate of 14 cents a 
year. We also publish 
WORK AND PLAY, 
An ILLUSTRATED MaGazine for Boys AND GIRLS, 
It contains Kdward Sterling's Letters on Eastern 
Life, illustrating the Customs of Palestine and 
Reypt ; also Stories of Adventure, Sketches in Na- 
istory, Fairy Stories, Poems, Puzzles, etc. 

WoRK AND Piay can be confidently com- 
mended as a guest sure to be welcomed and 
trusted in the household. It is healthy and bright 
in tone, and charms young and old alike. 

In the size, beauty and number of its [l)ustra- 
tions, and in variety of entertaining reading mat- 
ter it is unsurpassed by any magazine of Low 
Price. The aim is to make it both attractive and 
instructive, and to bring it within reach of all. 
Price $1.10, postage prepaid. 


Club Rates: 


Ten Copies, to one Address, d, 8 50 
Twenty Copies, ‘ peeet *s 00 


Sample copies, ten cents, No cards, 
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will continue to furnish more good articles from,eminent men and women than any 
weekly newspaper in the country, and its numerous and able editorial departments will 
be maintained and strengthened as occasion may demand. 

The paper has been so long established that it has won to itself not only a large and 
stable constituency of readers, but an exceptionally brilliant staff of editorial writers and 
other contributors. Every number of Tae InperenpENt has something in it for every 
member of a household. 

First of all, it is a religious journal, and aims to chronicle and discuss the various 
questions pertaining to personal and ecclesiastical Christianity in an intelligent and help- 
ful way. Its less distinctively religious columns yet try to unite the highest literary 
merit with the soundest political and social morality. Its variou: departments discuss 
every week the new books of the day, the current literary news, the latest discoveries in 
science, the most prominent art topics, educational matters of interest, agricultural affairs, 
and the commercial outlook. Its Sunday-school department, its column of the latest re- 
sults of biblical research, and its record of clerical changes are of great value to the min- 
ister and the household. Then, too, the children like to read its juvenile stories. Its 
market reports have for years been the leading authority for the great msjority of mer- 
chants incthe interior cities and towns, and have been largely copied into other journals. 
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| largest and best Educational Journal in the 
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A 


THe 


New York Observer, 


An American, Religions and Secular 
NEWSPAPER, 


Has stood, without a change in practice, purpose 
or profession, for a period of 


Fifty-three Years. 


Filled with the information that is desirable in 
every household. Interesting matter for young 
and old. Reading that, while it conveys infor- 
mation and entertainment, will als> tend to ele- 
vate and improve. 


TRUTH WILL LAST ! 


Error may flourish for a short season ; but the test 
of time will expose it; weakness and rottenness. 


THE 


New Zork Observer 


was originally established on the solid princip‘es 
of Bible truth; and, after laboring steadily and 
unfalteringly for fifiy-three years, it rejoices to 
see sound, truthful principles growing and 
spreading throughout this whole country and the 
wide world. Let every good man take courage, 
and, without flinching for one moment, make it 
a@ point to disseminate, through a'l the world, 
pure, solid, useful information. Satan is busy 
night and day, with a thousand presses at his 
command. The people wil! read: let them have 
reading that is useful and good. We believe that 
more good can be accomplished, wih any rea- 
sonable sum of money, by sending such a Family 
Newspaper as the 


NEW YORK OBSERVER 


where it is pot now read, than in any other pos- 
sible way. It contains all the impo:tant secu'ar 
pews tbat can interest or iastruct, so that any one 
who reads it isthoroughly posted. In addition, 
it is full of the religious news, of all the chu-ches 
and from all the world. Frm week to week it 
contains volumes of useful and entertaining mat- 
ter that can be had in no othershape, suitable 
for the various memb:rs of a family—the whole 
combined furming what we believe to be 


The Best Family Newspaper, 


suitable to be laid on the parlor table and proper 
to be resd at all times by every member of the 
bousehold ; containing no line that can injure. 
The influences of such a weekly visitor is good, 
and only good. 

We do not run a benevolent institution, and we 
do not ask for the support of charity. We pro- 
pose to make the best newspaper that 1s pub- 
lished ; and we propose to sell it as cheaply as it 
can be afforded Let those who want good, sound, 
sensible, truthful reading. subscribes for it, and 
let them induce others todo the same. Wesend 
po Premiums, no Pictures, no Chromo. We wilk 
send you the NEW YORK OBSERVER, 
ore year, postpaid, for $3.15, and we will allow 
you to retain one doilar as commission for every 
new subscriber that you will send us with the 
money. 


7 Sample Copies Free-aq 
DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN. 


S. |. PRIME & CO., 
37 Park Row, New York. 


A.S. BARNES &CO. 


Ray Palmer's Poetical Works 





The most eminent of America 
worthi'y represented by thisexquisite edition for 
the centre-table, embellished by a portrait on 
steel. It is the first comp ete collection of Dr. 
Palmer’s poetical writings, and includes, besides 
other matter, the entire domestic poem.‘ Home: 
or, the Unlost Paradise,’ and all the beautifal 
hymss by the author of “ My Faith Looks up to 
Thee,” in their proper form. 

“Such poets are among God's best gifts to men.”’ 
—TJrenxus, in New York Observer, Dec. 2, 1875. 

Ricbly bound in clo’h, bevelled boards, full 

ilt, $4 Half calf (“ Roxburgh”), $50. Faull 

furkey Morocco, $8. 


111 & 113 WILLIAM ST., New York. 


“UGH? SHINES FROM HEAVEN.” 


New, beaut: ful poem, finely printed, tinted pape r. 
Three copies, post-free, ten cents; two and pret ty 
chromo, ten cents; thiee and fine flower group, 
twenty cents, Statechoire. Address, BROOKL 

PUBLISHING CO., Post-office box 70, Wi iiams- 
burgh, New Yora. Please say where you saw this. 
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“HOME READING. 


—_—_—— 
AT YULE-TIDE, 


BY H. H. BROWNE. 





GAIN the joyous Christmas time 
4% Hascome. Ye tuneful bells ring out; 
With grateful peals of gladness shout. 
Ring in, as erst, with welcome song, 
With music sweet in every chime, 
Ring in old memories sublime.— 
‘“ Ring in the right; ring out the wrong 


Let hearts be joyous, as they ought, 
With thoughtful reverence for that time, 
When shone of old the star sublime. 
Guard well what words the thoughts employ ; 
Be happy, as the dear One taught, 
Glad with the hope his coming brought— 
Glad with a reverent, chastened joy. 


Nothoughtless mirth is well or meet ; 
Let holy memories all pervade, 
And all unseemly thought be stayed ; 
Faith, Hope, and Charity abide, 
And friend and foe with welcome greet, 
And love and hate in concord meet, 
In peace abiding side by side. 


Each narrow creed’s unfitting now, 
And soundful praise that’s but in sound. 
Let all with boundless love abound, 
And all who pray, or never prayed, 
Pray now, and praying keep each yow 
That’s made while they in meekness bow : 
Do this and be no more afraid. 


If each aright the lesson learns, 
The lowest lowly need no fears, 
The promise fails not with the years— 

Each offering on his altar burns— 

Hie cause wanes not nor backward turns: 
While spirit for its resting yearns, 

‘The end brings the reward it earns. 

White glows the cheerful yule-log bright, 
Where happy households gather round, 
May not one joyless heart be found, 

May not one thought discordant chime. 

No homeless wander through the night, 
No soul, unbeaconed by the light 
That cheers the blessed Christmas time. 


SOME MEMORIES OF BETHLEHEM. 
BY WILLIAM C. PRIME, LL.D. 

HE oriental word Beth, which we find as the first 

syllable of many names of places, is ordinarily 
translated “ house,” and such is its signification, but 
in oriental usage it had rather the meaning of “ place” 
when thus applied. We are in the habit of saying 
when traveling on railways, “ This is an eating place,” 
“this is a resting place,” “this is the place for 
apples,” “this is the place for coffee.” Just so the 
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oientals do, and did, and many places received per- 
manent names thus conferred. It is customary in 
the East for travelers to lay in supplies of bread for 
many days’ use, and on great caravan routes there 
are always particular places at which such supplies 
are obtained. This is necessarily so, for the reason 
that oriental habits of life are not like ours. Mills 
for public use, or for grinding large quantities of 
flour, and public bakeries for bread are seldom seen. 
Each family grinds its own flour, The women or 
servants work the rude stone mil! or mortar daily, to 
prepare sufficient meal to be baked for the family 
use. Hence, caravans cannot always obtain supplies 
even in large towms, and on particular routes of 
travel there are places where mills and bakeries are 
kept, chiefly for the use of travelers. All Nile voy- 
agers are familiar with this custom, for all Nile boats 
step for two days at Esneh, the only town for a long 
distance, at which there are a mill and a bakery. 
Here the boatmen buy grain, take it to the mill, 
thence take the flour to the bakery, and bring the 
resulting bread to the boat, where it constitutes their 
chief food for several weeks. Doubtless it was in 
some such way that the old town of Ephrath received 
the name of “the place of bread,” Beth-lehem. We 
know that it was at one time the starting place of 
caravans from Syria to Egypt, and it perhaps became 
80 from the fact that bread for the journey could be 
procured there, and travelers from all parts of Syria 
north of this would naturally gather there, and form 
caravans for the desert journey. It was nevera large 
place, but its position among the mountains made it 
a convenient spot on the great route from Damascus 
to Memphis. All caravans coming by way of Jeru- 
salem must pass by Bethlehem, whether going north 
or south, 

It is also noteworthy that there was always a good 
road from Bethlehem to the land of Moab, and all 
travelers from the east side of the Jordan and Dead 
Sea found their best route to Egypt by way of Beth- 
lehem. In coming up from the Jordan Valley they 
would save at least a day’s journey by turning to the 
left to Bethlehem, instead of to the right to Jeru- 
salem. This fact accounts for the relations existing 
between Bethlehem and Moab, when we first become 
interested in the history of the former by the story of 
Ruth, the great-grandmother of David. The close 
proximity of places familiar to us in Holy Writ is 
too often left out of view in reading and studying 
sacred history. It was not a long journey which 
Elimelech took from Bethlehem to the land of Moab. 
A good pedestrian would aceomplish it in a day, with- 
out much exertion. It was more toilsome for Naomi 
and Ruth on the return journey, for it was up steep 
hills, down the sides of which the torrents of the 
wilderness have worn deep and gloomy gorges. And 
it was but a few miles from Bethlehem to the valley 
of Elah, where Saul met the Philistines, and David 
slew Goliath. The Philistines themselves were near 


separating them. 

The location of Bethlehem was on a rocky hill, 
falling off quite steeply on three sides, the north, 
east, and south, to the valleys in which were rich 
corn fields, and whence were abundant harvests. One 
who now visits the Holy Land can probably have little 
conception of the fertility of the soil in ancient 
days. The earth which once covered the hill-sides 
has been washed away by the storms of centuries, 
and barren rock is now left where luxuriant harvests 
were reaped. But the valley to the eastward of 
Bethlehem is still fruitful and beautiful, and in such 
a valley Ruth gleaned, and the shepherds watched 
their flocks by night. The wilderness of Engedi 
lies near at hand, its barren rocks overhanging the 
valleys; and David had need to be watchfyl of lions 





neighbors of the Bethlehemites, a mountain ridge 





and bears, while tending his father’s flocks, even close 
to Bethlehem, as they grazed on the hill-sides during 
the day, and even when they were folded in the 
valley at night. 

Boaz, owning fields of grain in the valleys, seems 
to have resided in the city, and Josse, probably hold- 
ing the ancestral lands, also lived in town. Such 
was the ancient, and such is the modern custom in 
the East. Outlying farm-houses are unknown. The 
inhabitants live in groups, sometimes in small vil- 
lages, sometimes in larger towns or cities. Country 
residences are rare, even near cities. When I first 
saw Jerusalem in 1856 there was no house outside 
the walls of the city. When I was there in 1870 
many had been built, chiefly by Europeans. 


The traveler who makes Jerusalem a resting place, 
and really establishes a residence there for however 
short a time, finds himself constantly drawn to two 
spots more frequently than to any others near the 
Holy City. These are Bethany and Bethlehem. One 
never wearies of going around the walls of Jerusalem, 
and climbing the Mount of Olives to sit and look 
down on the desolation of Zion. It is never tire- 
some to go down the Kedron Valley, and around the 
extremities of Moriah and Zion, to lie down on the 
ruined walls of Siloam, and hear the sound of its 
waters, to explore the tombs at Aceldama, to pick 
out the fragments of ancient splendor in marble that 
form the debris on the hill-sides of the city especially 
below the temple inclosure. There is ample occu- 
pation for weeks and months in and immediately 
around the city. But I think others will agree with 
me that Jerusalem is always solemn and sad, and that 
one goes around it always more or less weighed down 
and depressed. So it is a relief, and one which in 
my visits to the Holy City I have found constantly 
tempting me, to walk over the mountain to Bethany; 
or pleasanter still, to walk or ride to Bethlehem. It 
is but a half hour’s canter across a rolling country, 
and always as I approached the birthplace I found 
the mental atmosphere changing, and I seemed to 
enter a region of light, and hope, and peace. There 
is nothing externally inviting about Bethlehem. It 
is but a mass of low stone houses, closely packed on 
a ridge and looking like a fortified town, the great 
monastery rising high, and frowning over the valley. 
It probably looked very much the same eighteen 
hundred years ago, although there was more wealth 
there then than now, and the monastery was not 
there. But the feeling which I speak of has nothing 
to do with external appearances. There is a sort of 
perpetual Christmas atmosphere at Bethlehem to one 
who has been brought up in a Christian home, and 
he goes there, however often he goes, with the gentle 
and tender feelings of youth, even of childhood. 
Here he has only the associations of the coming of 
Christ to be a babe among the children. In Jeru- 
salem he forever thinks of the sorrows of the Man of 
grief. Seated on the side of Olivet, in the purest 


“sunshine that ever gilds and hallows the old walls, 


he keeps looking down into Gethsemane, and seeks 
all the time to follow with his eyes the sorrowful 
pathway from the judgment hall to the place of cru- 
cifixion. Whichever way he turns his gaze, some- 
thing reminds him of the load of sin that weighs 
down the soul of man, and of the agony with which 
that load was carried to Calvary. If he sings, as 
men are apt to do in low voice when wandering 
around any old city, he finds himself all the time 
humming solemn tunes and thinking of old hymns 
that express deep sorrow. 

But at Bethlehem it is very different. He feels 
like singing the Magnificat ; or “ Hark! the Herald 
Angels sing,” or some of the Christmas carols of his 
boyhood. It was a bright waking up that I bad one 
morning, after a deep sleep in a very comfortable bed 
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in the monastery, I sept late, and was roused by 
children’s voices, sintng in the old church. There 
was a little windev, @ hole rather, which opened 
from my room dirttly into the body of the church, 
and the sound cgne in on my sleep like a sound from 
another world, 

It is the fashion among American travelers to 
reject all the socalled Holy Places in the Holy 
Land, and to regard them as unworthy of any atten- 
tion other than mere curiosity. I don’t purpose to 
discuss the authenticity of the grotto of the Nativity, 
but as I believe in it, I can’t well talk about Beth- 
lehem without talking about it. Frankly, I think it 
is a great deal easier and would be a great deal 
better for us if we did believe in some of these 
places, for by rejecting them we lose some lessons 
worth having. There is no dispute, however, about 
a few facts in connection with this grotto. Justin 
Martyr, writing about a hundred years after the cru- 
cifixion, locates the birth-place in this grotto, and the 
Christians of the East have never doubted it. The 
present church was built over the cave about two 
hundred years after Justin, St. Jerome lived many 
yearr, translated the Bible into Latin, and died 
within a few yards of the spot. He believed in it. 

It strikes the American mind as odd that a manger, 
or a stable, should be a cave in a rock. But such is 
now and probably always was the oriental custom in 
reference to stables. Caverns large and small abound 
in the hill-sides of Palestine, and of scores, I think I 
might say hundreds, which I have explored I never 
found one accessible to cattle and sheep which did 
not give evidence of having been used to shelter 
them, Barns, carriage-houses, stables are almost 
unknown inthe East. If there was a cave anywhere 
near Bethlehem it was a stable. Therefore there is 
nothing improbable in the idea that Christ was born 
in a grotto or cave in the Bethlehem hill-side, and 
any reader is quite at liberty to believe or disbelieve 
it. There is no other evidence in its favor, and none 
against it. I have said that I believe it, and there is 
a lesson that my faith enables me to receive. The 
old painters have helped vastly to fix ideas in the 
minds of children and adults, especially when they 
painted historical pictures. The Bible illustrator 
has oftentimes given to millions their lasting con- 
ception of a Bible story. When we think of an 
event in Bible history, we almost always think of it 
as we have seen it represented in some picture, And so 
it happened to me, as I doubt not it has to thousands 
of American children, that I grew up from childhood 
with an idea that the birthplace was like some barns 
or stables that I knew, and that the child lay on 
golden straw, with new-mown hay making the air 
fragrant around him, and the mild-eyed oxen looking 
in wonderment on shepherds and kings. But it was 
no such place. I cannot imagine a more miserable 
hole than an oriental stable. I do not think it was 
much better in ancient times. There is no reason to 
think so. Dismiss, then, from your minds all ideas 
derived from pictures, and do not imagine that the 
birthplace of the Lord of Glory coming duwn to earth 
was even a comfortable hut with a roof, or that he 
was laid in such a manger as the poorest American 
farmer provides for his cattle. He was born in an 
Eastern stable, a filthy, cave in the hillside of Bethle- 
hem, and he was laid on the rock in the cleanest part 
of the miserable shelter, the place where the cattle 
ate, in a land where new-mown hay is a thing almost 
unknown, From the moment when the King resigned 
his throne and came down to be with us, he was a 
homeless wanderer, and entering the world to redeem 
it, found no place to lay his head. In sorrow and 
suffering, in deep abasement he began, continued, and 
ended the work, and then he re-entered the glory out 
of which he came to the Bethlehem stable. 

If you don’t believe that Christ was born in this 
cave (and I repeat that you are left wholly to your 
own feelings in the matter, and no man of sense will 
blame you whether you believe or don’t), then come 
with me by a route that I ought to know from fre- 
quent travel over it. Through the long corridors of 
the old monastery, up many steep steps, passing the 
cells in which I know not how many Franciscan 
brothers have lived and prayed and died in the long 
centuries that have passed over the old building, we 
reach the roof, and come out into the starlight that 
blesses Bethlehem, All around is gloom and dark- 
ness, Over yonder to the northwest is the place 
where Jacob buried Rachel, and the dust of the be- 
loved is mingled with the dust of kings and prophets 
and warriors and statesmen, her sons who sleep all 
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around us. « ECOL ELON 4. But 
very particle of this dust is sacred. 
— Rath &, Rachel lie in the valley, though all 
pate peste men + Benjamin be buried around us, 
We do nas Sees oF em, for over our heads are the 


unchanged heavens, “4 they look down on us as 
they looked down on the *-thnight, and we look up 


to them as the divine eyes v ,), young child may 

have looked up to them out of tn cave, when he first 

opened them on the scenes of huma.ji¢, Whatever 

we believe about the place below the mn. nastery roof, 

above it we are able to see with our eye. what the 

Lord saw with his eyes when on earth. Am if you 
can’t go to Jerusalem and Bethlehem, you catgge in 
America the same stars that he saw; and if you ran’t 
look on the hills over which he bore his weary \oad 
as the Man of sorrows, you can look at the heaveag 
above, which bent just so over the manger in Bethle- 
hem, over the garden of the agony, over the sealed 
tomb at Calvary. And thus Bethlehem need not ap- 
pear very far away from any American home. It is 
strange that young people who are fond of looking up 
at the stars in clear nights, are so seldom taught this— 
the pleasantest of all thoughts to be associated with 
them—that the eyes of the Saviour of men gazed on 
them in his childhood and youth, and that they 
looked to him just as they seem to us. 


THE CHRISTMAS KING. 
BY MARY E. C. WYETH. 
BOVE the fair Judean plain, 
+% Silence and night together reiun. 


Beneath a star-gemmed canopy. 
The shepherds’ flocks securely lie. 


Most glorious night, of nights the queen! 
Sure, lovelier night was never seen. 
Harmonious silence! Ne’er was heard 
Such melody of living word. 


O happiest shepherds! Favored flocks, 
Folded aneath the shad’ wing rocks, 
Wake! for the sky with glory fills. 
Hark! for the air with music thrills. 


Angel bands from the choirs above, 
Lips aflame with celestial love,— 
Borne on radiant wings of light,— 
Fill the courts of the throne of night. 


Glory, glory on earth, in air! 

Light and glory are everywhere ! 
Fear not, shepherds! in sweet accord, 
Angels carol of Christ, the Lord! 


‘Glory to God!” the angels sing— 

‘* Rejoice, O earth, for lo! your King, 
In Bethlehem's town, of David's line, 
Is born, your Ransomer divine. 


Be peace on earth, to man good-will! 
Full sweet the harps and voices thrill — 
And heavenly anthems fill the sky, 

‘** All glory be to God on high! 


“Glory to God!” the air resounds 

With glad, exultant, heav’n-born sounds— 
‘Peace and good-will!” the angels sing, 
‘Glory to God! for Christ is King!” 


OUR BIBLE CLASS. 
VIL A LESSON ON WORKS. A PARTING. 


BY MRS. J. LINDSLEY PINNEO. 


T’ had been whispered about since the last Sunday, 
that we were to lose our teacher. It was too 
true. Mr, Jewell had been ordered South for his 
health, and was to be absent for several months. It 
was as unexpected to him as to us, and the fact, as 
well as the occasion for it, was a source of deep 
regret to all his class. Meeting with us for the last 
time before his departure, he was very earnest in 
begging us to continue our study of the Scriptures. 
He exhorted us not to disband, but to come together 
every Sunday for this purpose, returning to the orig- 
inal plan of study from which we had departed for 
a Sunday or two, at special request. If we could not, 
as he hoped we might, unite upon a teacher who was 
willing to take charge of the class, he thought we 
might still profit by studying our lesson, and meeting 
to converse about it. It would stimulate our study 
of the Scriptures, which was the main thing. We 
could learn more from the great Teacher than from 
any other. 

He said, brief as was the time since our organiza- 
tion, the subjects we had discussed here had been the 
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means of good, not only to ourselves, as he firmly 
believed, but to others outside of our number. He 
had never been questioned so much upon religious 
truths, as since our class had been in operation, and 
the very topics were those treated of in our lessons. 
‘They had served as subjects for conversation where it 
would otherwise have been impossible to introduce 
them. Though in some cases the opinions expressed 
here had been controverted, yet it had given him an 
opportunity to press what he believed to be the truth 
as the truth is in Christ Jesus. 

“Jt was only yesterday,” he continued “ that in 
calling at a house on & little matter of business, I 
held a conversation in consequence of our lesson on 
Faith, where I had never heard religious subjects dis- 
cussed before. ‘I hear you don’t believe in works in 
your class,’ said one. ‘Come and see,’ I replied. 
‘They tell me,’ said another, ‘ that you don’t think if 
we are ever so good in this world we shall have the 
least credit for it in the next.’ I then had an oppor- 
tunity to state what I consider the Bible plainly 
teaches on this subject. This brings us directly to 
the topic of works suggested by our friend who, I 
regret, is detained at home by sickness to-day. Judging 
from the past, however, I think he will not fail to hear 
the opinions expressed here upon his favorite sub- 
ject.” 

Mr. Jewell then went on to say, that where he had 
called the idea was upheld, in substance, that if we 
are honest and faithful, if we treat our neighbors 
justly, if we read our Bibles, attend to our devotions, 
and do the best we can, our morality and our religion 
will count so much in our favor, and wherein we come 
short, Christ will do the rest for us. 

“T rather think that is pretty much the way I have 
always believed,” said Miss Williams, with her usual 
frankness. 

“ Undoubtedly this is unconsciously the case with a 
great many people,” replied Mr. Jewell. “ They open 
a book of debt and credit with their Maker. So much 
Bible read to-day ; so many poor people visited ; so 
much given to benevolence; so many kind words 
spoken ; all to be passed to their credit. Now if they 
fail to settle the account with their Maker, by being 
very zealous and working very hard, then Christ 
comes in and pays the rest. They want to place them- 
selves partly under law and partly under grace; but 
that will never do, Let us see by the Scriptures how 
impossible it is.” 

Then followed a host of texts. Mr. Jewell had 
them at his tongue’s end, but he made us refer to 
them, and read them with their contexts. We had 
lively work for half an hour, as he poured the proofs 
in upon us. Some who were a little mixed, as to the 
order in which the Episties came, were often left in 
the lurch. My next neighbor whispered to me, that 
finding James and Peter and Jude in a hurry nearly 
bothered the life out of her. I think some resolved * 
on the spot that they would study up, and not have 
to fumble so long over passages in the New Testament 
beyond the Gospels, and this side of Revelation. 

Mr. Jewell dwelt upon the text in James which he 
was asked to explain, “ Ye see then how that by works 
a man is justified, and not by faith only.” Showing 
very clearly that the apostle does not there treat of 
our justification in the sight of God, but of the justi- 
fication of our faith in the sight of man. The ground 
of our justification is faith ; the evidence of it is works. 
Questions poured in upon him here on all sides. He 
replied to them in a terse and forcible manner noting 
every eye and interesting every heart. “ This is,” he 
said, “a great subject, having to do with the very life 
of the Christian. Ifwe are any of us rejoicing in our 
mere feelings, our love, or zeal, or in our prayers, 
thinking they are an offset to our sins, we are expect- 
ing justification in ourselves and not in Christ. How 
are we any better than the moralist? Our house is 
built upon the sand, and when the floods come and 
the winds blow and beat upon it, it must fall.” 

In conclusion, Mr. Jewell said he had seen that in 
the New Testament dispensation Christ does not shut 
us up to the law. Instead of drawing up a list of 
rules, and allowing this and prohibiting that to his 
followers, he has given them a universal test as to 
right and wrong. It is Love. When that is im- 
planted deep in the soul, we don’t hear so much talk 
about this du/y and that du/y. It brings forth fruit 


as easily, as naturally, and as abundantly, as the 
healthy tree, and with as little noise. 

“T could not leave you,” said Mr. Jewell, “ with 
more glorious subjects impressed upon your minds 








than our two 


last lessons—faith and works, the 
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Alpha and Omega of religion, d-pendent upon, and 
entirely inseparable from each other. May God bless 
you, and help us all to lay these truths to heart. So 
shall we be fitted for this world, and be sure of a 
happy meeting in the next.” 

Thus with much regret, and warm wishes for the 
recovery of his health, we parted for a season from 
our beloved teacher. 


DON’T HAMMER. 
BY MARY P. HALE, 
66 I GO to church! I join a Bible-class! Why, it 
was this everlasting Bible-talk that made me 
an infidel !” 

“You are not an infidel. You can never be an 
infidel. O George! there is no warmth nor light 
in such a life; but all is darkness,” 

Something in the deep pathos with which these 
latter words were spoken impressed George greatly 
at the time, and subsequently became painful to his 
soul as burning coals to the flesh. Yet now he re- 
plied to his fellow-student,— 

“Tf I am an infidel, Ned, it was this continual 
hammering at home and at Sunday-school that drove 
me to it. My teacher used to be always ringing 
changes upon repentance and conversion—trying to 
convince me what a miserable sinner I was. At home, 
it was much the same, and when grown up I quit 
going to church altogether. Let me advise you, Ned, 
not to preach religion but live it. I tell you that is 
more likely to convert a fellow than all the talk in 
the world.” 

Ned did not reply, as his companion’s words might 
have warranted, “Then you do believe in conver- 
sion ;” for he thought this evidence of belief might 
startle the self-supposed infidel, and arouse in him 
efforts to make his skeptical ground more sure. So 
he merely said, ‘“‘ There’s much truth in those last 
words of yours, George. I accept them thankfully,” 
and then dropped the subject. 

In afew moments they parted; but the mind of 
each was full of busy thoughts. 

As Ned walked along, pondering upon George's 
words, he thought, “ There’s a time for everything 
and a right way to do everything ; but especially is 
this true in religion. What is the Christian worker’s 
special work? Is it not seed-sowing, with prayer for 
the divine blessing? But these continual talkers of 
whom George speaks, by their perpetual hammering 
upon the soil, seem to keep the seed from springing 
up. They do not leave time for the Spirit to do his 
work. He alone can effect conversion or cause the 
truth to affect the heart. The teacher or friend can 
ouly present divine truth, or aim to lead a soul to 
Jesus. A few loving words in regard to some deeply- 
felt truth or some heartfelt expression of a Saviour’s 
love and preciousness is often better than talk about 
the sinner’s guilt and danger; far better than many 
a long harangue about the duty of repentance. For 
God alone can give true repentance; therefore one 
should aim to show something of God which shall 
attract the heart of the other and cause him to seek 
God and salvation through Christ. Moreover, one 
should seek to know when he has said enough.” 

Then he prayed earnestly for a blessing upon the 
few words he had spoken to his fellow-student. And 
the blessing was given. George could not banish 
those words. He endeavored to do so, and then had a 
taste of the “darkness” of which Ned had spoken; 
but it was some time before he would confess this to 
any one. 

Weeks followed; then came the vacation of two 
months, and when the fall term commenced, Ned was 
detained home by sickness, and did not return to col- 
lege till one month of that term had elapsed. 

About four months after the interview above men- 
tioned, the two fellow-students met upon the steps of 
a church, as the congregation were leaving after di- 
vine service one Sunday morning. The greeting was 
very cordial on the part of both; and after a few 
words, Ned said, “ Shall we walk together a short dis- 
tance ?” 

“ With all my heart,” responded George ; “ but are 
you not surprised to see me here, Ned ?” 

“Somewhat so ; yet so far as interesting style and 
address are concerned, you are just the one to appre- 
ciate Dr. True.” 

“ More than that,” replied George; “I have learned 
to love the truths he preaches.” 

“That is good news, indeed, my dear fellow. 


May 
I ask what has caused this change.” 





“ A sermon preached to me daily,” replied George ; 
and he smiled archly, as Ned looke? UP in surprise. 
Then he added, playfully : 

“You know I’m so fond of p~aching, especially if 
it be continued day after dY. But, seriously, my 
dear Ned, the life of my chum has done the work, by 
the blessing of God’s spirit. Yet I ought to add, you 
were the means of first disturbing my false peace. 
But I shunned yor, hoping to regain my former good 
spirits; yet I oaly sank deeper in depression, and 
when I would have sought you, the vacation se- 
parated us, { think, however, I had your prayers.” 

“That is 90, George,” replied Ned, with deep feel- 
ing; “and you were in my thoughts much of the 
time. Let me have the rest of your story.” 

“ At the commencement of vacation, Frank Owens 
and myself took a room together. For, our homes 
being so distant, we had both agreed to pass the va- 
cation here, partly in study and partly in recreation. 
It was then [ grew intimate with Frank, and became 
fully convinced of the reality of religion. A Chris- 
tian life in its beanty and consistency was daily be- 
fore me. I saw him under provocation and subjected 
to petty trials; but he conducted himself nobly 
through all. I felt that he possessed something 
which I had not. His manner was always cheerful 
and sometimes blithe and playful. 

“ Meanwhile, my ow= distress and darkness in- 
creased. One evening I sat bending over a page of 
Euclid in apparent study, but pondering a more 
momentous problem than any contained in that book, 
—‘ What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul,’—Frank was bending 
over his Bible, with a face full of joy, which I beheld, 
as in my restlessness I chanced to look up, wishing 
he would speak. In fact, 1 wondered that he had 
never spoken to me upon religious subjects; but 
afterwards I learned the reason and, also, that he 
had been praying earnestly for me. Just as I was 
feeling my burden to be intolerable, and was about to 
open my mind to my room mate, he exclaimed in a 
tone of most heartfelt emotion, ‘Those are precious 
words—precious, precious words.’ 

“< What are they, oh what are they,’ I exclaimed, 
almost rising to my feet in my earnestness. Frank 
repeated in a tone of deepest feeling, ‘God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ ‘ But that is not forme. O 
Frank, I am an infidel.’ And I bowed down my 
head again in anguish. ‘No, my dear fellow, you 
are not an infidel,’ said he, laying his hand gently 
on my head. ‘You are one over whom the Holy 
Spirit is even now bending, seeking to lead him to 
Jesus.’ ‘Frank! Frank! can this beso? Ob say, 
can this be so? I would give worlds if this were 
true,’ I exclaimed. ‘Yes, George; Jesus came to 
seek and to save that which was lost.’ The words 
gave me a gleam of hope. ‘Lost! lost! lost!’ I 
exclaimed ; ‘and he came to save such.’ ‘ Dear 
George,’ said my precious friend, ‘let us both go to 
Jesus.’ By an irresistible influence I was upon my 
knees in an instant, and Frank breathed forth a 
prayer which [ can never forget. From that hour I 
found peace. If I am converted it was at that time. 
I hope it will last.” 

And it did last. 
ing Christian. 


George became an earnest, work- 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS, 
BY JOHN & HART, LL. D. 
HE time was when the difficulty in this matter 
was to find books enough to stock a library with 
reading that would be attractive to children. The 
difficulty now is all the other way. No literature is 
so abundant. There are at least eight great publica- 
tion boards or societies engaged in the production 
of religious story books for the young, the publica- 
tions of any one of which would be more than any 
ordinary school could keep pace with, to say nothing 
of an equal number of enterprising private pub- 
lishers whose lists are scarcely less formidable than 
those of the boards. The number of these religious 
story books now in the market cannot be much less 
than ten thousand, and they are increasing at the 
rate of more than one a day all the year round. 

In the face of such a fact, the Sunday-school 
worker is compelled to pause as he can no longer 
safely order books at random for the Sunday-school 
library. We must perforce make a selection. If we 
would not do a great wrong, we must be willing to 
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give the time and the hbor needed to make this s- 
lection wisely. We have» more right to place books 
in the Sunday-school library without knowing some- 
thing of their character, than we would have to fill 
children’s cups at table with something to drink, 
without stopping to inquire wh&her that something 
is water or gin, Gin for breakfi&t would in fact be 
not much worse for the body that are to the mind 
some of the stimulating novels to be found on the 
shelves of Sunday-school libraries. 

What are some of the features that prima facie 
should exclude a book from the catalogue? To give 
them all would require a treatise. We give two or 
three. 

First, no book which is a story of love and matri- 
mony. No book in which the interest of the plot is 
made to depend in any perceptible degree on this 
subject. If any reader of THE SuUNDAY-SCHOOL 
Timks is simple enough to think that there is no need 
of a positive, absolute, prohibitory rule on this sub- 
ject, his experience in such literature has been more 
fortunate than ours. The extent to which such books 
have become debauched by catering to a precocious 
taste for this sort of thing is really alarming ; and 
those who have the control of our Sunday-school 
libraries should set their faces like flint against every 
book in which the young actors fall in love, or in 
which the passion of love is in the slightest degree 
made a motive power in the development of the plot. 
Until buyers come to a fixed determination on this 
point, and refuse point blank to buy for the library 
any book in which there is a love affair, no matter 
what the merits of the book in other respects, our 
writers, and our publishers, of religious story books 
for the young will not mend their manners. 

Secondly, no book in which the writer speaks of 
the actors in the story as “ heroes” or “ heroines,’ or 
which, even if they are not so called, the young reader 
would be likely to think of them as belonging to this 
superfine type. This sort of stuff is only next door to 
love and matrimony. It may do for the dime novel, 
but is utterly out of place in the Sunday-school 
library. 

Thirdly, no book which does not teach something. 
To be merely an interesting story is not enough. To 
be something which the children will devour is not 
enough. If the reader, on closing the book, does 
not feel that he has learned something, that he has 
some new idea of duty, that he has some new ideas of 
right and wrong, or that his old ideas on this subject 
have received a new enforcement, the book has no 
business in the library. No matter how thrilling the 
story may be, no matter how much the children may 
be enchanted with it, the book is not what you want. 
You might, with just as good reason, give your chil- 
dren champagne and sweetmeats for their daily bread. 
They need food. You give them a song. 


CHRISTMAS CAROL. 
(Tune, “ Hold the Fort.’’] 
BY JAMES J. REEVES. 
| ARK! the herald angel voices 
Sounding from afar. 
Earth is glad, and heaven rejoices ; 
Brightly gieams the star. 
Shout the tidings! Swell the chorus! 
Hallelujahs sing. 
Christ is born, and ruleth o’er us, 
Loud let praises ring! 


See the wise men, presents bringing 
To the new-born King. 
While the shepherds, carols singing, 
Make the mountains ring. 
Shout the tidings! Swell! the chorus! 
Hal'elujahs sing. 
Christ is born, and ruleth o’er us, 
Loud let praises ring! 


So come we with joy and gladness, 
On this festa! night. 
Christmas-tide dispels all sadness, 
Bidding us be bright! 
Shout the tidings! Swell the chorus 
Hallelujabs sing. 
Christ is born, and ruleth o’er us, 
Loud let praises ring! 


Glory be to God the Father ; 
And on earth be peace. 
No more discord; but the rather, 
Let good-will increase. 
Shout the tidings! Tell the story ! 
Hallelujahs sing. 
Peace on earth ; to God be glory, 





Loud let praises ring! 
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LESSON AELPS. 


—_-—— 


INTERNATONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


Fourth Quarter.) 
52, Dec, 26.—The Minstry of Jesus. Review........- John 20:31, 
[ Virat Quarter, 1876.) 
1, Jam, 2.—Baul Rejected ......ccccecerecceeeceeeeeeek Sam, 15: 10-28, 
2, Jan. 9—David AMOinted KiNG...ceeeceeeccceees 1 Sam. 16: 1-13, 


Jan. 16,-—David and Gollath.............. «+ 1 Sam. 17: 38-51. 
4. Jan, 24—David im the Palace..........ssecseeecserees 1 Fam. 18: 1-16. 






§ Jan. 30.—David and JOMAthan........cccccceeeees 1 Sam, 20: 35-42, 
6. Feb. 6.—David Sparing SAU ].......-.seceseeresrerees 1 Sam, 24: 1-16. 
7. Feb. 13.—Saul and his Sons Slain ..........00.00 1 Sam. 31:1-6. 
&. Feb, 20—Divid Established King.............006. 2 Sam. 5: 17-25. 
9. Feb, 27,—The Ark brought to Zion..........-0000. 2 Sam, 6: 1-15. 
10, March 5,—-Gods Covenant with David............2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
11, March 12.—Absainm’s Rebellion.........++..++s0e008 2 Sam. 15; 1-14. 
12, March 19.~—Absalor's Death.........6:secceeceeeeres 2 Sam, 18: 24-33. 


13, March 26.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


TITLE: DAvip ANOINTED. 
GOLDEN TEXT: Awnp THE Spirit oF THE LORD 
CAME UPON DAVID FROM THAT DAY FORWARD.—1 


Sam. 16: 15, 
HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Jan. 3: 1 Sam, 16: 1-13, 
Tuesday, Jan. 4: 1 Sam. 15; 23-35, Samuel separates from Saul. 
Wednesday, Jan.5: Ruth 4: 9-22, David's ancestors. 
Thursday, Jan, 6; Luke 2: 1-15. The birth of David's greater Son. 
Friday, Jan.7: Matt. 2: 1-'8, Joy and sorrow in Bethlehem. 
Saturday, Jan.8: James 2: 1-9. Man's way of judging. 
Sunday, Jan. 9: Psalm 139, God's way of judging. 


Pavid anointed. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Sam, 16: 1-13.] 


1. And the Lor» said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn 
for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Isreel? 
jill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth- 
lohemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons. 

», And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear i, he will kill 
me. And the Lorp said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, 1 am 
come to sacrifice to the Lorp, 

3. Aud call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show thee what 
thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name 
unto thee. 

4, And Samuel did that which the Lorp spake, and came to 
Keth-lehem, And the elders of the towa trembled at his coming, 
and said, Comest thou peaceably? 

5, And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the 
Lorp: sanctify yourse:ves, and come with me to the sacrifice. 
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sac- 
rifice. 

6. And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked 
on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lorp’s anointed is before him. 

7. But the Lorp said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of histtature; because I have refused him: for 
the Lorp seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lorp looketh on the heart. 

8. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the Lorp chosen this. 

9, Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And hesraid, Neither 
hath the Lorp chosen this, 

1). Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. 
And Samuel said unto Jessa, The Lorp hath not chosen these. 

11, And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here ail thy children? And 
he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he 
keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch 
him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 

12, And he sent, and brought himin. Now he was ruddy, and 
withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And 
the Lorp said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

13. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
David from that day forward. So Samuel rcse up, and went to 
Ramah, 


EXPOSITION. 


BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


JOINT out the position of Bethlehem, and ask each 
of the scholars to mention some event connected 
with it, State that the life and reign of David transpired 
more than a thousand years before Christ ; long before the 
dawn of authentic history in any nation other than the 
Jews. 

David was born in a heroic age, not long after the death 
of Samson, one of the most renowned of Hebrew heroes. 
In his boyhood he may have heard from the lips of some 
old men, who in their youth had seen the giant judge, the 
thrilling story of his valorous exploits, many of which had 
been achieved near that region. He probably also at- 
tended one of the schools established by Samuel, and be- 
came acquainted with the marvellous history and grand 
traditions of his people. His vocation as a shepherd was 
also titted to develop and discipline his powers. “ It was 
an appropriate training place for the future king and bard 
of Israel, and no occupation could have been more con- 
ducive to the dévelopment in him of those qualities, of 
prudence, promptitude, and prowess, which his after 
life required, than that of a shepherd . . . his unceasing 
labors and occasional conflicts with wild animals from the 
neighboring wilderness would give him physical strength ; 
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while, again, his proximity to the tribe of Benjamin would 
call forth in his 4 desire to outrival in their friendly 
matches the skill of hoge eminent marksmen, ‘ who could 
sling at a hairbreadthand not miss,’ and so, all uncon- 
eciously to himself, prepee him for the work which lay 
before him.” (David, King of Israel. By W.M. Taylor, 
D.D.) 
THE CONNECTny, 

When Saul heard from the lips 0. Samuel the doom 
which awaited him, because of his reputed acts of dis- 
obedience, he was conscience-smitten and i1umbled for the 
time, and said, “I have sinned,” and begyed earnestly 
that Samuel would unite with him in offering sacrifice, 
and sought violently to detain him, by seizing the skirt of 
his mantle, which was thus rent. This incident Samuel 
used to impress upon the mind of the king the sentence 
he had already uttered, saying, “The Lord hath rent the 
kingdom from thee this day.” 

These two men, who had been so long and intimately 
connected in the public affairs of the nation, then parted 
to meet no more, each went to his own home; the one to 
Ramah, the other to Gibeah. But though Samuel visited 
Saul no more, he bitterly mourned for him. The aged 
prophet loved the young monarch, and had entertained 
high hopes of him; hence the bitterness of his disappoint- 
ment and the depth of his sorrow. Doubtless Samuel 
prayed fervently for the erring king, that he might be 
brought to repentance, and redeem the rich promise of 
his earlier days; but the day ef Saul’s privilege and 
power was past, and Samuel was commissioned to go and 
anoint his successor. This mission forms the subject of 

THE LESSON. 


The lesson contains four interviews of Samuel: 
With the Lord; (2) With the elders; 
Jamily of Jesse; (4) With David. 

1, SAMUEL AND THE LORD (1-3), 

Samuel continued to mourn over Saul and to plead with 
God in his behalf. How long we are not told, but prob- 
ably for several years. At last God, to show the immu- 
tability of his purpose, and to remove the anxiety of his 
servant, rebukes the prolonged mourning and seemingly 
unsubmissive spirit of the prophet, as contrary to his re- 
vealed will. God calls him to the discharge of active duty, 
the best cure for disappointment and sorrow. As he had 
formerly anointed Saul, so he must now go and anoint his 
unknown successor. He assures him that he had provided 
himself with a king, whom he would in due time indicate 
to him and bring to the throne. Samuel says, “ How can 
I go? if Saul hear it he will kill me.” Sad indeed that 
Samuel while in the way of well-known duty should fear 
him whom the Lord had rejected. The best of saints 
need at all times to be strengthened by divine grace. 
True faith may stagger under trials, but will ultimately 
triumph over them. 

The Lord had compassion on the weakness of his tired. 
servant, and gave him directions how to secure his safety. 
Go, prepared for a sacrifice unto the Lord, and say I am 
come to offer it. This he probably was accustomed to do. 
This act was no mere pretense or deception, as he did 
really offer the sacrifice. In the purpose of God secresy 
for a time was necessary. This concealment is in accord- 
ance with the usual methods of the divine procedure. 
There is in this transaction no sanction to anything like 
duplicity or trifling with truth. It is always obligatory 
that we speak nothing but truth ; but it is not always re- 
quired that we tell the whole truth. There is a time to 
keep silence. Compare Ex. 7:16; 8:1, 25-27; 9: 13. 

(a) We should bow submissively to the known will of God. 
All undue grief or murmuring, under his providential 
dispensations, displease him. 


(1) 
(3) With the 


(6) We should seek divine comfort and yuidance in all our 
trials. The God of Moses, and Samuel, and Daniel is 
our God. 

(c) We should feel asswred that when God sends he will 
shield us. The path of duty is the path of safety. The 
course commanded by God is both right and safe. 

ll. SAMUEL AND THE ELDERS (4, 5). 

In obedience to the command of God, Samuel took his 
horn filled with oil and came to Bethlehem. The ap- 
proach of the well-known venerable prophet to the ob- 
scure and quiet town caused a sensation among the people ; 
and the elders meeting him were filled with apprehen- 
sions. It was an unusual and unexpected visit, and aware 
of the complete estrangement which had taken place be- 
tween the king and the prophet, they feared his coming 
boded no good, and might involve them in trouble. 
Hence they anxiously ask, “ Comest thou peaceably ?” 

Samuel eaid, “ Peaceably.” I come not to reprove your 
sins, nor to denounce the judgments of God upon your 
city. I come to sacrifice unto the Lord. Prepare your- 
selves and join with me in this service, the time for which 
he probably appointed for next day, so as to afford due time 
to sanctify themselves, by washing and changing their 
clothes, as symbolical of a proper preparation of heart by 
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meditation, repentance, and prayer, for an acceptable ap- 
proach unto God (Ex. 19: 10-15; Num. 11:18; Josh. 
3: 5). . 

Samuel, in view of his mission, gave a special invitation 
to Jesse and his sons to come to the feast, and personally 
took charge of their preparation. 

(a) When God makes his presence felt by his providence, 
or by the power of his truth, men tremble. A feeling of un- 
worthiness, a sense of guilt, is thereby awakened in the 
soul. Abrabam in such circumstances said, “I am but 
dust and ashes.” Job said, “O Lord, I am vile.’ Moses 
said, “I exceedingly fear and quake.” Isaiah said, “ | 
am unclean.” Peter said, “I am a sinful man.” And 
John fell at his feet as dead. 

(6) When we engage in the worship of God, we showld seck 
special preparation of heart. Levity, irreverence, thoughit- 
lessness, and inattention render worship profitless to our 
souls and displeasing to God (Eccl. 5: 1, 2). 


iit. SAMUEL AND THE FAMILY OF JESSE (6-11). 


Samuel having invited Jesse and his sons io the feast 
which followed the sacrifice, must have intimated to 
them, and most probably to them alone, something about 
the purpose of his visit at that time, informing them of 
what the Lord had revealed unto him. And as he did 
not yet know which one of the sons was chosen, each 
one of the seven was successively presented to him, be- 
ginning naturally with the eldest, when Eliab stood 
before the prophet, princely in stature and bearing, and 
wearing the honors of birthright. Samuel said, “Surely 
this is the Lord’s anointed.” But the Lord admonished 
the prophet not to judge from outward appearances, but 
to await the intimation of him who looketh upon the 
heart. In what way God communicated his will to 
Samuel we are not informed; but, doubtless, it was by 
some distinct, unmistakable impression upon his spirit. 
Seven of Jesse’s sons were called into the presence of 
Samuel, and one after another was by divine direction 
disapproved. We may imagine the feelings of disap- 
pointment which filled the heart of each as he was paase« 
over, and the doubt and perplexity that they all must have 
felt when, as the seventh retired, Samuel said, “The Lord 
hath not chosen these.” 

Samuel, ignorant of the number of Jesse’s family, but 
sure of the mission he had from God to one of them, asks 
the question, “Are here all thy children?” Jesse replies, 
as if he had not thought of him before, “ There remaine. h 
yet the youngest, and behold he keepeth the sheep.” 
Samuel said send and fetch him ; we will not sit down to 
the feast till he come. A messenger hastens to bring the 
youth from the hills to the feast. It is quite likely David 
knew that a feast was being kept, but, as the youngest, he 
had been left to care for the flocks in order that his elder 
brothers might be free to go to the festival. 

(a) The approval of the good is not sufficient evidence 
that you are chosen of God. Samuel was pleased with 
Eliab, yet God had not chosen him. Parents and teach- 
ers and friends may all think and speak well of you, and 
yet your heart may not be right with God. 

(b) “ The Lord looketh on the heart.” In his sight if the 
heart is wrong, nothing can be right. External advan- 
tages of person, privilege, and attainments are good in 
their place, but without holiness they are of no value in 
the sight of God. Is your heart right before God? Only 
by faith in Christ Jesus can you obtain pardon and 
purity and acceptance with God. 


IV. SAMUEL AND DAVID (12, 18). 


David, obedient to the call of his father, dutifully has- 
tens from the field to the feast, full of youthful delight at 
the prospect of witnessing the solemnities, all uncon- 
scious of the distinction which awaited him ; flushed with 
exercise, and fresh in his ruddy youth, more comely in 
appearance even than his oldest brother, he is presented 
to the venerable man of God. He immediately recog- 
nizes him as the chosen of God. He arises, takes the 
horn of oil, and solemnly anoints him in the midst of his 
brethren. We may imagine the surprise of the thoughtful, 
ingenuous youth when he felt the holy oil falling upon 
his head and flowing down upon his garments. 

The blessings the aged servant of God invoked upon 
the head of the chosen, consecrated lad are not recorded. 
Neither are we told of the thoughts and feelings of his 
father and his brethren; nor whether David himself 
understood fully what had been done unto him. It may 
be that none of them understood the solemn act, nor 
realized the certainty of what it implied. But we are 
told that from that day the Spirit of God came upon 
David, who was probably in his fifteenth year; and av, 
in due time, he was endowed with all the gifts and graces 
requisite for the station he was destined to fill. 

This was a crisis in the life of the young shepherd ; an 
epoch in his history he never forgot. 

(a) We all need the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
those who are so consecrated can serve God. 

(6) The Holy Spirit is promised to all who ask him. Bare 
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vour heads for the holy oil; open rour hearts to receive 
the Holy Spirit. 

(c) All God's children are chosen, and consecrated as 
kings and priests (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; Ex. 19: 5,6). 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


EACHERS will find by studying these Scripture re- 
ferences what this method of teaching is built upon. 
David: 1 Sam. 17: 12-15, 
Anointed: Luke 4:16-19, 
“ After mine own heart:” Acts 13: 21-25 
The Covenant: 2 Sam. 7 :12-17. 
David's Prayer: 2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
David’s Praise: Ps. 89: 1-37. 
Chosen: Is. 43:10; Rey. 1:6: Rey. 17:14. 
Led by the Spirit: Rom. 8:14. 

It will be easily understood from the lesson when to 
place these words on the blackboard, to assist the memory 
of scholars and to assist the teacher in review questions. 

AMUEL’S SACRIFICE. 
EVEN SONS. 
HEPHERD BOY. 
PIRIT OF THE LORD. 


HOU GOD SEEST ME. 
THB Lite on ons axues 

The story for to-day is so rich in suggestive material, it 
will be hard to select which to give, or what to withhold. 
Much of the future Christian life of your scholars may 
depend upon how you present the history and character 
of David. After the writings of John, so full of Jesus’ 
own words, what can compare in value with the psalms 
and prayers of David? 

Ask for the name of the lesson. Give it, if not known. 
It is well to have it previously put on the top of the black- 
board. Who had been king? What is the meaning of 
anointed? Question, or tell, of Saul’s anointing. Who 
was the prophet? Recall last lesson, Saul Rejected. Why? 
How did Samuel feel? Tell the story of the lesson briefly ; 
then draw it from the scholars again, bringing out the 
truths in connection. Picture the old prophet, years after 
God told him Saul was rejected, still mourning over Saul’s 
wickedness. God talked with Samuel. When did he 
first speak to him? He never leaves those who trust him. 
In Samuel’s old age, he tells him to fill his horn with oil 
and go and anoint another king. Where does he go? 
Where was Jesus born? To the same little town Samuel 
goes, with a horn of oil in his hand, driving before him a 
heifer. For what did they use lambs and goats and heifers? 
Write on board ; 

SAMUEL’S SACRIFICE. 

The people were afraid and wondered if it could be be- 
cause of their sins the prophet had come to make an offer- 
ing. One of the old men of Bethlehem was named Jesse. 
God sent Samuel to him, for one of his sons was to be the 
king. The sons were called to come to the sacrifice; the 
oldest one, a tall, handsome man, came first; and Samuel 
remembered, perhaps, how King Saul looked, so grand 
and brave, his head and shoulders above all the people, 
and he thought, “this must be the one God has chosen.” 

He was not theone. Jesse called the next son to come. 


He was not the one. Then the next; and the next. See 
how many passed by. Write 
SEVEN SONS. 
Samuel said, “ Are here all thy children?’ No, there 


was one more— 
A SHEPHERD BOY. 

Out in the fields, watching his father’s sheep, was the 
youngest one; for they did not seem to think he needed 
to be at the sacrifice. God wants his little children to 
join in his worship. Samuel said, “Send for him.” His 
name was David—he came in from the fields with rosy 
cheeks, bright, beaming eyes, and a beautiful, happy face. 

The Lord said to Samuel, “ Arise, anoint him, for this 
is he.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil and poured it 
on his head, while his father and seven brothers looked 
on in wonder and surprise. 

The golden text tells what came upon David from the 
day that the holy oil was poured on him. What was it? 
What was his name? It means Beloved, darling. What 
was his work? He was a helpful, industrious son, doing 
his every-day work when God called him. What other 
child said, “I must be about my Father’s business?” 
David, the beloved, the shepherd boy of Bethlehem, was 
a picture of that other beloved Son who was born in Beth- 
lehem. 

Did David ever forget that he had been a shepherd? 
Can you say a verse that calls the Lord, my Shepherd ? 
Who calls himself the “Good Shepherd?” We are going 
to hear twelve lessons about David, and we must try to 
remember them all. After 

THE SACRIFICE 
David went back to his flock, not proud because he 
had been chosen from all the rest, nor because he 
was going to be a king; but with love to (iod in 
a 


* 
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bis heart and God’s Spirit upon him, he was faithful in 
the work he had to do every day. In the green pas- 
tures and quiet fields he could think of God. He was 
only a boy then, but day by day he was getting ready for 
the work he would have to do as king. Why, do you 
think, did not God choose the handsome, brave-looking 
man who came first before Samuel? Read, with class, 
verse 7. The hearts of all those eight brothers were as 
open to God’s eye as their faces to Samuel when they 
passed before him. Does God see our hearts now? 

David is called by God “ a man after mine own heart.” 
His father did not know when he gave him his name, be- 
cause he was the youngest, that he would be so well be- 
loved and honored by God. From his own family Jesus 
Christ was born more than one thousand years after. Do 
you remember the beautiful maid who went into the fields 
to glean and whom Boaz married; and they lived in 
Bethlehem? What was her name? She became the great- 
grandmother of David. See how God blesses those who 
trust him. God looked into David’s heart and gave him 

THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

(Question upon the Spirit and what help it gives us, Tt 
helped David to sing praises to God. He played on the 
harp; and a great many of the Psalms we have in the 
Bible are the songs he sang. God made a covenant, or 
promise, to him that his throne skould be forever. Do 
you remember how often Jesus Christ was called the Sun 
of David? Because Pevid loved God his heart grew 
more and more like God. When God made the covenant 
with him he prayed and thanked him for his mercies. 

There are some older children than those in primary 
classés who read these lessons in their happy homes on 
Sunday. Let such read the prayer of King David in 2 
Sam. 7 : 18-29; or let the mothers at home read and ex- 
plain it to their little ones. 

We have more of the prayers of David than of any 
other person mentioned in all the Bible. He sometimes 
sinned, but he repented and prayed, “ Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to thy loving kindness.” David was 
chosen ; 80 was Jesus’ disciples. He said, “ Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you.” David was chosen 
to be a king; so Jesus has chosen his own to be kings and 
priests and reign with him jn heaven in his everlasting 
kingdom. John, in his vision of heaven, saw them there ; 
and he says, “They that are with him are called and 
chosen and faithful.” 

Which one of Jesse’s family was chosen? The young- 
est one in the house is not too young to be chosen and re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit. Jesus, when he taught his disciples, 
“ called a little child unto him and set him in the midst 
of them.” So Jesus teaches now: he calls the little ones 
to be his, and will give them the Holy Spirit. 

Rub out from the blackboard all except the initial let- 
ters, and then review the lesson. Tell the class that we 
have for next Sunday the story of David and Goliath. 
Ask each one to find out how David killed the giant, and 
why he killed him. Teach the children to sing that pre- 
cious old psalm from Rouse’s Version, “The Lord's my 
shepherd; T’ll not want;” well arranged in Gospel 
Hymns, page 101. 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V Huw long wilt thou mourn ? . . . Get thee up; wherefore 
e 4 liest thou thus upon thy face? Josh. 7 : 10 . This 
day is holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep, Neh. 
8:9 A time to mourn, Eccl. 3:4. 


Fill thy horn with ot . Gird up thy loins and take this 
box of oil in thine hand and go, 2 Kings 9:1 . . . And there 
came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very pre- 
cious ointment, and poured it on his head, Matt. 26: 7. 


I have provided me aking . . He chose David also his ser- 
vant, Psa, 78:70 He raiscd up unto them David tobe 
their king, Acts 13 : 22, 

V. 2. Tam come to sacrifice 
in the city, 1 Sam. 20; 29 
the Lord, Ex. 5 :i7 
Rom, 12:1 
Heb. 13: 15. 


T will shew thee I will be with thy mouth, and wifh his 
maouth, and will teach you what ye shall do, Ex. 4:15 

Take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what 
ye shall say: For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour wbat ye ought to say, Luke 12: 11, 12. 

V. 4. Trembled at hiscoming . And Abimelech wasafraid 
at the mecting of David, 1 Sam. 21:1 Felix trembled, 
Acts 24: 25. 4 

Comest thou peaceably? . And she said, Comest thou 
peaceably? and he said, Peaceably, 1 Kings, 2: 13 Is it 
peace, Jehu? Peace be unto you, 2 Kings, 9 : 22. 

V. 5. He sanctified Jesse . . . Gounto the people and sanc- 
tify them to day, and to morrow, Ex. 19:10 Iam the 
Lord that doth sanctify you, Ex, 31:13 Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sancti y and 
cleanse it, Eph. 5: 25, 26 The very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly, 1 Thes. 5 : 23. 

V. 7. The Lord seeth not as man seeth ... He taketh not plea- 
sure in the Jegs of a man, Psa. 147:10 ... My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord, 
Isa, 55:8... Do ye look on thicgs after the outward appear- 
ance? 2 Cor. 10:7. 


Our family hath a sacrifice 
Let us go and do sacrifice unto 
- Present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God, 
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On the heart . . . Whose heart thou knowest, 1 Kings 8.g9 \ 

Serve him with a perfect heart, 1 Chron. 28:9... The righted). 
God trieth the hearts, Psa. 7:9... Thou God, which knowey 
the hearts of all men, Acts 1:24. 


V. tl, Fetch him .. . I t30k thea from the sheep cote, from fol 
lowing the sheep, 2 Sam. 7: 8. 

V. 12. Arise, anoint him ... Behold the man whem I spake to 
thee of! this same shall reign over my people, 1 Sam. 9:17. 

V. 13. Anointed him . . . I have found David my servant; with 
my ho'y oil have I anointed him, Psa. 89 : 20. 

In the midst of his brethren . . . Go, thy God hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows, Pea, 45:7 -.. Ther 
fore God, even thy God, bath anointed thee, Heb. 1:9 


ECLECTIC COMMENTAR* 


l SAMUEL 16: 1.—Horn.—It is the et 
Cholchis, and the adjacent country, 


m of Iberia, 
eep liquors in 
horns.— Hewlett. 


A flask, or vessel made of horn, ostaining oil, or Use] 
as a kind of <oilet-bottle.— Brown, 


T will sd thee.—“ For I send thee.” -Geddes ; Sooth. 
‘hi o wor ‘Th 
ne provtted me fengs—~Lhip pusae 1 7 @ 
aukal and im plies he diference between this and the 
Somer king.— Benson. 


2. How can I go ?—This fear on the part of the es 

. . can only be explained on the supposition that Saul 
was already given up to the power of the evil spirit, so 
that the very worst might be dreaded from his madness 
if he discovered that Sa=el had anointed another king. 
—Keu. 


There was no dissimulation or falsehood in this, since 
God really wished his prophet to find safety under the 
pretext of the sacrifice.—Calvin. 


There was no falsehood here; God willed that his 
prophet should be safe by means of the exercise of a 
function which Samuel was authorized and commis- 
sioned to perform at that time.— Wordsworth. 


3. Call Jesse to the sacrifice.—To the feast upon the sac- 
rifice to which they might invite their neighbors and 


. friends.— Benson. 


4, At his coming.—At his meeting.— Hebrew. 


Trembled.—The guilty conscience trembles at a message 
from heaven.—Scoitt. 

5. Sanctified Jesse.—Caused thom to purify their per- 
sons by legal washings, but more especially to put them 
into a suitable frame of mind to appear before God, an« 
to submit to divine scrutiny.— Bush. 


7. The Lord seeth not, etc.—For not as man seeth, seeth 
God.— Horsley, after the Septuagint. 

For not as man seeth, see I.—Geddes. 

The outward appearance.—A plain allusion to the ex- 
ternal appearance of Saul, 1 Sam. 9:2. Muscularity is 
not Christianity, and bodily beauty is not holiness.— 
Taylor. 

10. Again.—There is no word for “again,” and the 
other terms will not admit of that sense here.— Barret. 

Seven of his sons.—Seven of his sons, including those 
named before, vy. 6, 8, 9; David, the eighth, being absent. 
—Barrett. 

11. Are here all thy children ?—He that was designed 
not to sit at tables at all is now stayed for as principal 
guest.— Henry. 


12. Ruddy.—His hair was red, which in ancient times 
was accounted beautiful.— Bp. Patrick. 


A beautiful countenance.—Fair of eyes, and goodly to 
look upon.— Hebrew. 


He had golden locks. Hair of this kind is ever asso- 
ciated with a delicate skin, and florid complexion.—A. 
Clarke. 


13. In the midst of his brethren.—It had better have 
been translated, “ from the midst of his brethren ;” that 
is, he singled him out from the rest, and privately an- 
ointed him. ... By Eliab’s treatment of David after 
this, ch. 17:28, it plainly enough appears he did not 
know him to be the king elect over Israel.— Bp. Patrick. 

The Spirit of the Lord came wpon David.—That is he was 
immediately endowed with extraordinary gifts of God’s 
Spirit.— Benson. 


God qualified him to be a governor of his people by in- 
fusing such graces as wisdom, prudence, counsel, courage, 
liberality, and magnanimity.—Clarke. 


The anointing of him was not an empty ceremony, but 
a divine power went along with that instituted sign.— 
Henry. 


David had already been anointed by Samuel. His first 
anointing indicated God’s secret purpose; his second, the 
accomplishment of that purpose.—Speaker’s Commentary. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


UTY BEFORE FEELING.—In time of battle a 
soldier must not stop to mourn over his fallen 
comrades, His duty is to move forward at his command- 
er’s call, even though his best loved friend has dropped 
dead by his side. In one of the battles of our civil war 
two brothers were comrades in the same company. One 
was shot dead. The other threw himself upon the body 
of his brother, embracing it with a single loud cry of sor- 
row ; then sprang up and hurried forward to his part in 
the still undecided contest. So every servant of God is te 
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we xo time in mourning over what cannot be re medied, 
when his Master has a mission for him. 


(Gop CAN TAKE CARE OF HIS MESSENGERS.—Samuel 
was at first afraid to go to Bethlehem. When he showed 
himself there the elders of Bethlehem were afraid of 
him. It is folly to have any fears in God’s service. Moses 
was afraid he should have no hearing from Pharaob. 
God made Moses a terror to Pharaoh and the court of 
Kgypt. Gideon thought there was no help against the 
Midianites, God caused the whole host of Midian to fly 

efore Gideon with his three hundred men and their 
flasing torches. 


GOts oHOICKESURPRISES MEN.—In a home in Vermont, 
sevenlyve years ago, a father lay a helpless cripple. His 
wife was iifrai] health. Six children needed the care of 
these unforttste parents. Just then a seventh child was 
borp into that nusehold. It was “a scrawny, puny babe, 
weighing five or sr pounds. The mother was worn out, 
_ was appsrently to be left poor, friendieas , and alone, 
with her great tity of little ones. But-that baby! 
LVOry nen anid, ( Whal & Mercy If tht -fild should die 
The poor mother almost thenght #0 too. But the unwe)- 
come babe would not die.” That child was God’s chosen 
one out of that family, for usefylness and honor in his 
vervice. He grew to manhood, became a mini-ter of the 
gospel, won many souls to Christ, wrote books which in- 
Huenced for good the lives of thousands. and now his 
story, a8 the life of the Rev. Dr. John Todd, is being 
widely circulated, to do a new work while he is in his 
Father's presence. 


THE BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON, 
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THE LAST MADE 


BY THE REY. A. J. 


FIRST. 
GORDON, 


ESSE'S seven sons pas-ing in review before Sam- 

uel, each in turn rejected and the last and 
youngest chosen king, is a striking illustration of 
God's way of selecting his servants. His election is 
according to grace, and not according to merit; and 
yet doubtless somewhat also according to possibilities 
which his all-seeing Eye can detect in men. In the 
ruddy youth he doubtless saw the qualities needed to 
make the p-:almist king, and crowned his own gifts. 
There could, therefore, be no boasting of David over 
his brethren; for what had he which he did not re- 
ceive from the Lord? 

In a minister's family, in Arnsby, England, there 
were fourteen children. The youngest was so weak 
and puny that he could neither walk nor talk till he 
was two years old. Yet when God wanted a mighty 
preacher to shake Great Britain and confront and put 
to rout the rising sentiment of infidelity, he passed 
by all the others and anointed this frail boy, Robert 
Hall, and committed to him the great work. He, who 
had been so little among his brethren, became a king 
among preachers, and, by universal consent, hurled 
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‘ing them with books, etc. 
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a stone (h's famous sermon on modern infidelity) that 
went deeper into the forehead of the giant atheism 
than any in recent days. 

In the Doddridge family the Lord took the youngest 
of twenty children, and he so frail that at his birth 
he had been laid aside for dead, and made of him the 
eminent minister, the author of the immortal Rise 
and Progress. 

Thus he selects “the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty; . . . and things 
which are not to bring to nought things that are: that 
no flesh should glory in his presence.” His wisdom is 
wonderful. As the eye of the skillful lapidary detects 
in the rugged pebble, just digged from the mine, the 
polished diamond for the crown of the king, so he, who 
sees all the future that lies wrapped up in the weak and 
unpromising present, beholds the royal David in the 
shepherd boy; Israel, a prince with God, in Jacob the 
supplanter; Paul, the ardent apostle, in Saul the 
bitter persecutor of the church. Are we of those 
whom the Spirit describes as “elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit”? We cannot boast as though for 
anything in ua God chose us. If his all-discerning 

Kye saw in us the possibilities of usefulness and the 
capacities for service in his kingdom, it was he that 
planted those possibilities there. So what have we 
after all that we did not receive of him? And in- 
stead of pride there ought to be the deepest humility. 

The astonished question of Whitefield, as the thought 
of his election of God came over him, was, “ Lord, 
why me? why me?” Remembering that if we are 
believers, we, like David, have been chosen to be 
kings and priests unto God, how can we cherish other 
feelings than those of the deepest and most adoring 
humility in view of our election of God? And, cer- 
tainly, if we do belong to the “royal priesthood” it 
is because God called us when we were little and 
weak, and anointed us by his Spirit. He chose us 
before we chose him. Indeed our choice of him was 
but his choice of us acting upon us through our wills, 
“He that loves,” says Leighton, “may be sure that 
he was loved first; and he that chooses God for his 
delight and portion, may conclude confidently that 
God hath chosen him to be one of those that shall 
enjoy him and be happy in him forever; for that our 
love and electing of him is but the return of the 
beams of his love shining on us.” 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


—<—-_— 


ILE statistics of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
for 1875 show 19,287 Sunday-schools, comprising 
207,182 teachers, and 1,406,168 scholars, This is a 
gain over last year of 659 schools, 6,690 teachers, and 
42 292 scholars. 


—The last report of the famous Sunday-school at 
Stockport, England, shows in the main school 301 
teachers and 3,614 scholars, Including the four 
branch schools, the total membership is 424 teachers, 
and 4,702 scholars. The registry shows an aggregate 
membership, from the founding of the school, of 4,992 
teachers, and 89,324 scholars, Nothing on this scale 
can be shown in America. 


—In this Sunday-school day it seems a strange 
statement to make respecting any district in any 
state, that there are thirty churches without Sunday- 
schools, But such a report comes in a letter from a 
missionary of the American Sunday-school Union in 
the South. He writes, “I left home, two weeks ago, 
to make a horse-back trip through a benighted por- 
tion of my field, where Sunday-schools are few and 
far between. Many of the so-called religious teach- 
ers of the people are opposed to them. Some have 
publicly stated that they would rather be seen drunk 
in a church, than engaged in a Sunday-school ; that 
‘it will not do to, have the children taught in the 
Scriptures, lest they become religious thereby.’ Their 
idea is that salvation is by the immediate oper- 
ation of the Spirit on the heart, without the gospel. 
I found more than thirty churches without Sunday- 
schools. It will require much prayerful effort to 
overceme these deep-rooted prejudices, but I hope to 
succeed. As I visited many of these communities 
and held meetings, I found many hungry for better 
food. I organized several Bible-schools among the 
colored people, as well as ‘among the whites, supply- 
Many could not read,” 
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—In a letter from Rev. Charles Jukes, a mis- 
sionary at Antananarivo, Madagascar, published in 
The Christian, it is said that great changes are taking 
place in that island. The demand for education is 
such that teachers cannot be supplied fast encugh by 
the missionaries. There is no difficulty in getting 
scholars, and as a rule the children are ‘‘very quick, 
diligent, and make rapid progress.” I> is said in il- 
lustration of the work there: 


‘“‘ We have several Sunday-schools. The one under my 
superintendence is connected with the large church in 
the capital, of which I have the oversight. Our afternoon 
service commences at two o'clock; 1 then preach a short 
sermon, and close the service at three; after which, the 
whole congregation—children and adults—forms itself 
into aschool. There are several classes for the children, 
and amongst the adults those who are abie to read teach 
those who cannot read; and those who can read a little 
are divided into classes, and native preachers appointed 
to each class to expound verse by verse a portion of God's 
Word. There is a very good old woman in my congre- 
gation, who, a few years ago, was compelled to wear 
heavy chains around her neck, was frequently beaten 
with large sticks, and in many other ways severely per- 
secuted for being a Christian. This woman is now en- 
gaged every Sunday afternoon, and often during the 
week, in teaching the gospel to some of those who for- 
merly persecuted her. Her husband is a good man, and 
has been a preacher for many years; but, poor man, he 
is now a leper, and cannot come to chapel on Sundays, 
as he is prohibited by law from mixing with the mul- 
titude.”’ 


—In India there are about 900,009 Christians, or 
less than one to every two hundred of the inhabi- 
tants. 


—In San Francisco, there are, according to the 
Union Christian Worker, 855 Chinese children under 
17 years of age. 


—A children’s service on Sunday evenings has 
been started in Amsterdam, Holland, through the 
labors of the London Children’s Special Service 
Mission. 


—A writer in Times of Blessing tells of a remote 
village in the Highlands of Scotland, where the re- 
vival of 1874 stirred all hearts into new life, and 
“now when all kinds of natural excitement merely 
must be long passed” there are unmistakable signs of 


the reality of God’s work at that time in the souls of 
men. 


—At the second annual Christian Convention in 
Dublin, the clergy and laity of all evangelical de- 
nominations from all parts of Ireland were well 
represented. it is said that the deep religious ear- 
nestness of the meetings recalled the days of the 
great revival of 1859, and of the more recent gatherings 
to hear Messrs. Moody and Sankey. 


—At the annual meeting of the Children’s Special 
Service Mission, of London, the secretary, Mr. 
Bishop, reported 225 permanent children’s services 
in London, 100 of them held on Sunday evenings, 
and 125 on other evenings, “The aim of the Mis- 
sion is the same as it has ever been—the conversion 
to Christ of the children, while children.” 


— While a portion of the religious press is making 
sport over Mr. Stanley’s interest in the Christianiza- 
tion of Central Africa, the good resulting from his 
appeal already shows itself. An anonymous donor in 
England is moved by this call to place £5,000 at the 
disposal of the Church (of England) Missionary 
Society, to enable that organization to send mis- 
sionaries to the Victoria Nianza, and the Society 
thankfully accepts the offer and takes prompt steps 
for the new undertaking accordingly. 


—aAt several points in Ohio there are signs of revi- 
val. At Tiffin, the labors of the Rev. H. H. Wells 
were blessed to the ingathering of hundreds, young 
and old, The churches and Sunday-schools have 
been strenghtened, new workers enlisted, and the re- 
vival is still in progress. “ In Springfield,” says our 
correspondent, “after seven days of work, under the 
leadership and preaching of Mr. Wells, the largest 
church in the city is packed nightly, largely by per- 
sons who are not church members, and who are not 
accustomed to listen to gospel truth. This was con- 
spicuously the fact on the night of Sunday, December 
12, Springfield never saw such an audience as was 
gathered on that occasion, and after a powerful ser- 
mon hundreds of anxious persons went below to be 
prayed for. On the same Sunday hundreda of Sun- 
day-school children arose for prayers.” 


December 25, 1875.] 


WORTH REPEATING. 


THE EXASPERATING SCHOLAR. 


[From The Christian Intelligencer. | 


JHERE are very few teachers who have not had 
their patience tried by what may be denominated 
‘‘ the exasperating scholar,’”’ The exasperating scholar 
is certainly very trying, and the worst of it is, that 
the methods of no two of them are alike. Some of 
them exasperate by their restlessness or their stolidity, 
or their inattention, or their predilection for tricks, 
malicious or otherwise, or by their insensibility to all 
appeals to their feelings or principles—in fine, in a 
multitude of ways. Now it is a great mistake to get 
out of patience with the exasperating scholar, at 
least to let him see that such is the case. As the 
boys would say, “‘ Zhat would be nuts to him.” It is 
a still greater mistake to give him up as incorrigible. 
No teacher has a right to do this. He has a special 
duty to perform to the scholar—namely, to strive to 
make him better. If all children were cherubs there 
would be no need of Sunday-schools, and the teacher 
would have no occupation, It is just because chil- 
dren are the reverse of cherubs that we have Sun- 
day-schools and need teachers. So there must be no 
such thing as giving up a scholar because he is bad, 
or intractable, or exasperating—for that is the very 
sort we most need to reach. The true way is to find 
out the tender spot in the child’s disposition, and by 
wisely touching it to reach his better feelings. This 
may require much time and close observation and 
discreet manipulation, but it will pay for the trouble. 
It may be set down as a universal truth, that every- 
body has a soft or tender spot somewhere. Now the 
duty of the physician—for the teacher is a physician 
in a sense—is to find this tender spot. This found, 
the victory is half won already. 

Once, when talking of “ exasperating” scholars 
to an experienced teacher, he said: “I have been 
much tried with such in the course of my life. 
Sometimes the exasperating qualities of a lad are 
exhibited in one way and sometimes in another. 
Indeed, I never knew them to be twice alike. But 
one thing—or perhaps I should say two things—I 
have found to be invariably true, namely, that no- 
thing could be accomplished by complaining, or 
scolding, or trying to drive the offender; and that 
there was always some way to reach him and effect a 
cure, if it could only be found out. My plan has 
ever been to find out this way as soon as possible, and 
thus save both time and worry. I once had a lad for 
a scholar who was as bright as a new dollar, but I 
could never make the least impression upon him. My 
words fell on deaf ears. He was not badly behaved, 
but he was the most provokingly non-receptive boy I 
ever met; and as I knew he was smart, I was con- 
vinced that this non-receptiveness was deliberate and 
intentional. I guarded myself not to exhibit im- 
patience, or even dissatisfaction, and set myself to 
learn how I might get beneath the thick skin of in- 
sensibility with which he encased himself. After a 
long and at times very disheartening study of his 
case, his temperament, his tastes, etc., I found that 
he was a great marble-player, a sort of Napoleon of 
marbles, I may say. Well, the idea struck me, 
‘ Charlie, and I have at least one taste in common— 
may I not reach him through that avenue?’ For I 
should say that when I was a lad I was a famous 
hand at marbles. So I went to work to ‘get my 
knuckle in’ again, as the boys say, and diligently 
practised playing marbles night after night. It 
was the hardest work I ever did, for I found that 
jumping up and down from the floor as often and as 
spryly as was required was a very different thing for 
a man when he was fifty from what it was when he 
was a boy of ten or twelve. Still I persisted, and I 
think I never felt more triumphant in my life than 
when I found out that I retained all my old: skill with 
marbles, I had always been in the habit of having 
the boys of my class meet at my house one evening in 
the week for conversation and study, and from these 
meetings Charlie was commonly absent. So one 
evening I said to the boys that I had become con- 
vinced that all work and no play made Jack a dull 
boy, and proposed to have our meeti on this wise : 
the regular evening of one week tenit be devoted to 
study and conversation as usual, and the alternate 
evening to amusement—fun one week and work the 
next. When our first evening for amusement rolled 
around, Charlie was there bright and early, and filled 
with curiosity ; as indeed were all the boys. We first 
discussed some nuts and apples; and then I showed 
the boys a splendid collection of marbles that I had 
been making. They were of all sorts, and in particu- 
lar I was very strong in ‘Spanish Alleys,’ and other 
famous kinds that would ‘stick’ splendidly. Char- 
lie’s eyes glistened over them, and | could see that his 
fingers itched to handlethem. By and by I proposed 
a game, in which we all joined, Charlie and I soon 
leading all the rest and playing a very equal hand. I 
soon found that we were pretty evenly matched, but 
that I could beat Charlie at shots from ‘ taw,’ while 
he could beat me at short range. When we had fin- 
ished that night Charlie was victor, but it was only 
by the skin of his teeth, and another trial was pro- 
posed for next ‘ play’ night. Of course Charlie could 
not very well reconcile it to himself to come to the 
meetings on play nights only, and he was on hand as 
promptly as the rest on the study night. And so the 
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thing went on for some time, Charlie sometimes beat- 
ing me, and sometimes being beaten by me, both be- 
ing so evenly matched that the interest was kept 
alive. To make a long story short, I reached Charlie’s 
feelings—aye, his very heart—through marbles. He 
became one of the most attentive of my scholars, and 
he is now the one friend to whom I am most attached 
on earth, and I am sure he loves me as dearly as I 
love him, though he long ago learned of my strategy 
to win his boyish regard.” 


VERY SHORT AND VERY LONG. 


{From Times of Blessing.) 


HERE are some things very short, and some 
things very long. God in his Word tells us of 
both of these, and bids us look at them. 

1. Life is very short. God speaks of it as a “shadow” 
(1 Chron, 24: 15); a “ weaver’s shuttle” (Job 7: 6) ; 
a “flower” (Ps. 103: 15); a “leaf” (Isa. 64: 6); a 
“handbreadth” (Ps. 34: 5); a “vapor” (Jas. 4: 
14); a “sleep” (Ps. 90: 5); a “flood” (Ps. 90: 5). 
Is not life, then, short? If it be like these, it must 
be short indeed. 

2. Time is very short. It is made up of many lives, 

yet itis short. The “time is short,” says Paul (1 
Cor. 7: 29; the “world passeth away,” says John 
(1 John 2:17). <A few years will end all. 
3. The sinner’s joy is short. It is but “for a mo- 
ment,” says Job (20:5); “ The fashion of this world 
passeth away” (1 Cor. 7: 31). He may laugh and 
dance and be gay, and take his ease and be merry; 
but his joy soon comes to an end. It fades away, 
and leaves nothing behind it but grief. 

4. The saint's sorrow is short. It is “ but for a mo- 
ment” (2 Cor. 4:17). It may be heavy, and hard to 
bear, but it is soon over, and it leaves no shadow be- 
hind. When it is done, all is joy for ever. 

These are some of the things that are very short. 
They arespoken of by God, that you may think upon 
them. Will you not? Look back at the past years 
of your life, and look onward, and let these ings 
that are so short—so very short—be looked at in the 
light of the past and of the coming time. 

But there are other things that are long—very long, 
—so long that man cannot count them. They are for 
ever and ever. Let me ask you to think of them also. 
God bids you think of them. 

1. God himself. He is “from everlasting to ever- 
—s (Ps. 90:2). His life is throughout all eter- 
nity, for he is “the King eternal and immortal” (1 
Tim. 1:17). How well for us to have this God for 
our God—to have him for our portion in sucha 
changing world! 

2. God's love. “ The mercy of the Lord,” says David, 
“is from everlasting to everlasting” (Ps. 103: 17). 
The love of God changes not. His mercy never dies. 
His grace never grows old. 

3. The life to come. Tt is “everlasting life” (John 
3: 16); there is no death in this life, and no end. He 
who gets it, gets it forever and ever. What must it 
be to have ETERNAL life! 

4, The saint’s joy. At God’s right hand are “ pleas- 
ures for evermore” (Ps. 16:11); the joy which the 
ransomed of the Lord obtain is “everlasting joy” 
(Isa, 35:10). How blessed to have joy like this— 
joy that shall never end! 

5. The sinner’s sorrow. It is endless —ENDLEsS. The 
fire is everlasting (Isa. 33 : 14); the torment is “day 
and night, for ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). The 
darkness is “the blackness of darkness for ever” (Jude 
13). How sad to lie down in such sorrow—to have 
these everlasting burnings for our home! 


THE CHARACTER AND WORK OF 
DAVID.* 


ie many respects David is the greatest character in 
the Old Testament history. He combined, with con- 
summate ability, a wide sweep of action, the warmest 
and deepest heart, and the loftiest purpose of human 
life; and a large use of faculties belonged to eve 
department of his character. His productive mind, 
energetic body, and ready address triumphed the 
same, in the most unlike emergencies. His powerful 
will, sagacious judgment, and quick decision, rushed 
to the insolent challenge of enemies, commanded the 
universal respect of his subjects, and held his per- 
sonal friends in strong admiration. His personal 
speech and quick wit moulded hostile persons and 
occasions. His tender sympathy swayed his friends 
as with a woman’s affection, oa forgave mal in- 
juries with a magnanimity truly divine. His musical 
genius enriched his nation and his age, while hie 
poetic instincts have seized and swayed the deepest 
thoughts of all ages and races. His moral courage 
faced not only foes at home and abroad with fearful 
heroism, but his own terrible sins, with more heroic, 
public confessions of his shame. His sense of truth 
and sympathy with holiness, divinely inwrought by 
the acknowledged Spirit of God, ruled his + aad of 
ruling and mightily “ restored his soul” to the paths 
of righteousness. 

Like Noah, he was called to maintain justice 
against incorrigible wickedness ; but while Noah was 
called only to witness God’s punishment of the world, 
David was required himself to punish races with his 
own strong sword. He was not like Abraham called 
to test his faith by leaving home and kindred, but he 
was called to rule over a union of patriarchal tribes, 
to lead them up the growth of an ascending civiliza- 


* From an advance sheet of David the King. By Charles F. 
Knox, D.D. New York: A. D. F. Randolph & vo. 








tion, and to turn from the death of his beloved chi\ 
dren to Giod’s more important work. He was not lik, 
Moses an original lawgiver, but he addressed hraself 
to the more difficult task of executing the great Law- 
giver’s code among that passionate, headstrong people 
when they had grown free and powerful in the prom- 
ised land itself, and when Egyptian tyrants and the 
terrible wilderness no longer constrained them to re- 
spect their leader. He was not simply a priest and 
judge like Samuel, but king indeed over priests and 
judges, himself a king and priest pre-eminent through 
the rounded period of his life. Under him that na- 
tion of great moral forces attained to the culminating 
level of its grand history, Like Noah, he was “a 
preacher of righteousness.” Like Abraham, he was 
‘a friend of God.” Like Moses, he was a promulga- 
tor of law and the lofty psalmist. Like Samuel, he 
was a grand reformer and inspirer. He amplified 
and combined the grand qualities of them all, each 
uality moulded and shaded by its blended union with 
e others. Noone of them all was so bruised and 
broken by the long, fierce, recurring assaults of afflic- 
tion. No one of them all, for drunkenness or false- 
hood or ignoble impatience, so humbled himself in a 
sublime Eumili and grief for the divine honor’s 
sake. Noone of them made the language of feeling 
bear on its free flow the grandeur and variety of 
God’s holy law—in wealth of song and prayer and 
praise. None of them swept again and again from 
youth to old age the thrilling hearts of a whole na- 
tion by valiant, high-toned deeds both in material 
and in spiritual life. Moses, the greatest of all before 
him, gave the law. David, like his Great Son, gave 
grace and truth to the law, by making patriotic occa- 
sions and personal attractions, and wealth of sensibi- 
lity and royal affluence, and every event great and 
small, exalt the worship and character of Jehovah, 
God of Israel. Abraham rejoiced to see the Messiah’s 
rn | and was glad, but David seized upon God’s gift 
to his own house of his Great Son, and looking down 
the coming line, bade himself and his successors cal! 
the Messiah, Lorp. His great faults and great crimes 
were accompanied with such a great penitence and 
sublime submission to punishment, that God was not 
ashamed to select Bathsheba’s son as the ancestor ef 
Christ. Even with all his faults, David was a type 
of Christ. 


THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF 
CHRIST. 
{From an unpublished sermon, in The Christian Worker | 


HY should anybody be wearying their feet and 
breaking their heart by insufficient transitory 
goodnesses, when they can have them complete and 
unchangeable in that Saviour Lord? I beseech you 
do not turn away from these unsearchable riches ; 
and be sure of this, that the half has not been told, 
nor can all experience exhaust their depths and 
fullness. 

Further, they have a duration coeval with him and 
with us. It seems to me that the real reason wh 
Christian men believe in the immortality of the onal, 
as it is called, and the eternity of the future life, lies 
here. It is because, what shall I say ?—it is because 
God cannot do without unending duration, through 
which to pour the infinitude of his wealth upon us 
poor paupers. It is because there is so much in the 
mine, that we have not got it all. If we finite crea- 
tures have got any hold of God in Christ, and it is 
that which is unsearchable, then the thing in me 
which corresponds to those riches is an unending 
period, during which I appropriate more and more of 
them. I must live as long as there is anything in 
Christ to be got out, that I have not got out yet, and 
so “T shall not die, but live and declare the works of 
the Lord,” and receive him and his fullness into my 
soul. If he, the infinite Giver, desires to impart his 
whole wealth to me, then it will take an eternity to 
do that, and he says, “ Because I live, ye shall live 
also.” This mine is inexhausted by all the digging 
and drawing from it, You do not find here what you 
find so often in districts which are rich in minerals. 
There stands a gaping, desolate aperture, sll the ma- 
chinery is rusty and nobody near it. Why are they 
all gone away? The lode is worked out and there is 
nothing more to be got. Do you expect ever to work 
out God? “In him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily, and we are complete in him.” Do 
you expect ever to work out Christ? Christian men, 
you shall live until to you the unsearchable riches 
are durable riches and eternal riches. 

And my last word. Here is a little child, and into 
its tiny hand is put a scrap of paper, with a promise 
that, when it gets to be one and twenty, it shall re- 
ceive—well, put as many ciphers as you like after a 
land £ before it. The little bit of paper seems to be 
of comparatively small value to you; but it is the 
charter of a loving father. And so, as some man may 
get a great gift in the darkness, and not until the 
morning dawns and the sunlight flashes will he know 
it is a diamond, so we come very weak, wanting 
mainly to have our hearts quieted, and our conscience 
stilled, and this burden taken off our backs. And 
when we come and say, “O Jesus, I trust thee,” we 
get in him not only what we ask but all beside, the 

undless Lee ge and the certainties of endless 
growth and purity. Open your heart; open your de- 
sire. “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayest be rich.” 

My brother, with Christ formed in me, I possess al! 
things; without him, without him, I am a pauper. 
Which of these two are you? 
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PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 25, 1875. 


NOTICES, 


Manuscripts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
paper, should be addressed to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor, Taz 
SUNDAY-8SCHOOL Trmxs, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Uniocepted manuacripts cannot be returned unless their writers 
make request accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, 
at the time they submit them. 


Letters concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be 
addressed to John D, Wattles, Business Manager, Tums Sunpay- 
SCHOOL TimEs, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


For terms of subscription, and for advertising rates, see Pus- 
LISHER’S DEPARTMENT, 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


NOTICE! 


Subscribers who do not 
wish their paper discon- 
tinued will need to send 
their renewals before the 
date of expiration, which is 
plainly printed on the yel- 
low label of address. The 
paper will be stopped to sub- 
scribers not renewing by that 
date. 


Corres of the Hosanna Song, printed this week on 
our cover, can be had on application at this office, at 
the rate of two dollars per hundred. 


“In St. Louis, the Rev, Dr. 8. J. Niccolls leads a 
union teachers’-meeting at the Rev. Dr. T. M. Post’s 
church, every Saturday, for the study of the Inter- 
national Sunday-school lesson. 


An Index of the seventeenth volume of Tur Sun- 
DAY- SCHOOL TIMES is in preparation. It will be sent 
out with the first or second number in January. Any 
one whose subscription expires meantime, and who 
does not renew, can have the Index without charge, 
on sending a request for it. 


Tur Moody meetings were well sustained through- 
out their fourth week in this city, both as to num- 
bers and apparent effectiveness. Evidences of accom- 
plished good were not lacking. At a special meeting 
where Mr, Moody invited the new converts to meet 
him, from 125 to 150 were present ; but this was only 
a slight indication of the numbers already led to de- 
cision ; for the effort of the evangelists has been from 
the first to turn inquirers and converts toward the lo- 
cal churches, that they might be gathered in where 
they would be best instructed and cared for. The ad- 
ditions to membership in the different churches of 
this city last Sunday and the Sunday previous were 
numerous, and many more are turning toward the 
churches to make a public profesion of their new faith 
in the Lord Jesus. The meetings of last Sunday 
were notable, In the afternoon the women were again 
preached to, and in the evening the men. Among the 
attendants at the evening service were the President 
of the United States, Post-Master General Jewell, 
Justice Strong of the Supreme Court, Hon. George 
Bancroft, Governor Hartranft, ex-Speaker Blaine, 
Gen. Garfield, Bishop Simpson, and a number of other 
distinguished citizens; but there was no change in 
the service on their account, The same gospel was 
preached and sung to them as to the humblest gath- 
ered in from the streets and lanes: of the city. Mr. 
Moody continued his sermon of a week before on the 
sinner’s excuses, taking up one by one the dif- 
ferent excuses which he found proffered in the in- 
quiry-room, and showing their folly and sinfulness. 
A striking presentation of the whole theme was 
given in his concluding appeal, He said in sub- 
stance: “ Now if you have got a good excuse for not 
accepting the invitations of Christ’s gospel, I hope 
you'll hold on to it. Don’t give it up for anything I’ve 
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said. Carry it down to the grave with you, take it 
up to God’s judgment seat and present it there. But 
if you haven’t a good excuse, I beg of you as a friend 
not to make light of God’s invitation. ‘Oh!’ you 
say, ‘I don’t make light of it. I never fell so low as 
to make light of the gospel.’ Don’t you make light 
of it? If you have an invitation to a friend’s house 
and simply tear it up or throw it one side as it comes 
to you, giving no response to it, isn’t that making 
light of it? Let me see what you are ready to do 
about this. Suppose we write out it in black and white, 
‘To the King of Heaven: While sitting in the Depot 
building, in Philadelphia, this Sunday afternoon, 
December 19, 1876, I received an invitation at the 
hand of one of your servants to attend the marriage 
feast of your Only Begotten Son. I pray thee, have 
me excused,’ Will you sign your name to that? 
Is there one person here who will do that? If not 
then do the opposite. Reply ‘By thy grace I will.’ 
Are you ready to do that? Ifyou are God will wel- 
come you as a guest for that feast.” 


THE CHILDREN’S MERRY CHRISTMAS. 


HILDREN enjoy Christmas quite as much for its 
fancies and its surprises as for the gifts it brings 
to them. Their imaginations are always active. 
They like fairy stories and fables; and the “ make- 
believe” people of their creating are quite as attrac- 
tive if not as real to them as any whom they see and 
hear. Santa Claus meets a positive want of children. 
They love to fancy him, driving his reindeer team 
across the roofs at midnight, and again, fur clad, fat, 
and jolly, tumbling down the chimney to fill the hang- 
ing stockings from his great basket of toys. Even 
when they know that this is all unreal they enjoy it; 
for children very early learn to distinguish between 
falsehood and fancy, and are not necessarily deceived 
or tempted to deception by stories of fairies and of 
Christmas night appearances. 

But aside from these fanciful associations of Christ- 
mas, children enjoy their anticipations of that day, 
and love to wonder what they are to have, and to 
think what they are to do with this or that which 
may be given to them, They delight in the mysteries 
and discoveries of Christmas morning, the guessing 
what fills their stuffed stockings, or what is in this 
package or in that box. It is not enough to buy a 
supply of presents for the children and empty them 
without unceremony before them. The more there is 
made of the giving, the more the children delight in 
what they receive on that day. And Christmas is the 
day of days to children. It pays to do for the dar- 
lings then. They will never forget it, and it will be 
a precious memory to them as long as they live. 

There is one good man who has brought the art of 
making a delightful Christmas to children to perfection. 
He has no children of his own; so he makes it his mis- 
sion to give happiness to other people’s children. The 
story of bright and varied Christmas methods in his 
home would fill a little volume. His plans for Christ- 
mas are never twice alike; hence the children whom he 
gathers say truly, “There was never anything like 
this before.” Take last Christmas for example. He 
was busy getting ready for it for weeks in advance. 
Money he spent freely, but he did not stop with that. 
Day and evening, with a loving sister’s help, he 
worked away getting everything just to his mind— 
which was sure to be just to the children’s mind. At 
last Christmas eve was there; so were the children— 
nieces and nephews, and others more remote of kin. 

Christmas morning came, Waking ‘and sleeping 
dreams had all been full of coming delights to the 
children; for they knew enough from the past to be 
sure that good was in store for them. Not one slept 
over that morning. According to orders they gathered 
in the breakfast room. Their stockings were hang- 
ing from the mantel; but limp and empty. Not one 
suspicious package or box was to be seen. Breakfast 
was first out of the way, that the morning might be 
free for a right good time. Then the day was fairly 
open. Each went to his or her stocking. There was 
nothing in it but a little card pendent from a thread 
coming over the mantel edge. In that card was a 
rhyming call, to follow the thread wherever it led. 
Every stocking told the same story, and every child 
stood holding a frail thread, wondering to what it 
would lead, and waiting the signal for a start. At 
the word, all were off together. 

It was a rare old house, richly furnished with 
treasures of art and fancy from all the world over. 
The breakfast room was heavily paneled in carved 
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wood and hung with old Gobelin tapestry, The 
threads which the children followed passed back of 
the large Swiss clock, along the wall under the 
tapestry, out by the parlor with its Cordova leather 
panels, into a picture-hung reception room, and there 
mounted to the ceiling above, up through a colored 
glass sky-light. When the children saw that, they 
scampered through the marble-tiled hall, up the 
broad polished walnut staircase to the passage above, 
and there drew up their threads, and started on a new 
hunt. From this point the different threads took 
separate directions, They led hither and thither, 
the children following, almost holding their breaths 
with the excitement of pursuit and expectation. 
Along the corridor walls, under rows of Saracen tiles, 
and Italian majolica, and Sévres porcelain, back of 
old paintings, through the well filled library, into and 
out of closets stored with fishing tackle and hunting 
gear, through rooms spread with Turkish mats and 
rich with coverings of Persian embroidery, up into the 
third story, and down along the under side of the 
banister rail back to the lower floor again, the threads 
led the way and the children followed. It was a 
happy hour for old and young. 

By and by the threads came once more to a com- 
mon point, passing under a closed door out of a rear 
hall, where a printed placard called on each child to 
wait until all were together. One by one they came 
up with beaming faces and bounding hearts. The door 
was opened. There in the centre of the room beyond 
were seven mammoth paste-board Christmas boots, 
holding from one to three pecks each, marked with the 
names of the several children, and filled to overflow- 
ing. Each child seized a boot and hurried, as di- 
rected, back to the breakfast room. 

Then came new surprises. All hands sat on the 
floor together. Only one package at a time was 
opened, that all might enjoy the disclosures to the 
full, And there were unlooked for directions on many 
a package. One child would take a package from her 
Christmas boot, and on removing the first wrapper 
would find a written announcement that the package 
was to be handed over to her cousin. A little later 
the cousin would be directed to pass along another 
package to a third one of the party. And so the 
morning went by. How happy those children were! 
What life long memories of enjoyment were then 
made for them! And how thoroughly the good uncle 
and aunt enjoyed that morning with its happiness 
which they had created. 

There were elegant and fitting presents found in 
those Christmas boots; but the charm of that day 
was in the mysteries of that pursuing chase all over 
that beautiful house, and in the excitements of pro- 
longed anticipation and wonder. Those children 
will never have done enjoying that morning. He 
who would make children happy must do for them 
and do with them, rather than give to them. He 
must give himself to them, and so imitate in a degree 
the love of him who gave himself to us, who is touched 
with the sense of our enjoyments as well as our needs, 
and who with all that he gives to us holds out an ex- 
pectation of some better thing in store for us, of that 
which passeth knowledge and understanding, but 
which shall fully satisfy our hopes and longings when 
at last we have it in possession. 


A LESSON FROM THE LONDON 
MISSIONS. 


HILE the Episcopal Church is not, as a rule, in 
favor of “revival movements,” it is well known 

that not a few of the clergy and laity of that church, 
both here and abroad, heartily endorse the work of 
the evangelists now laboring in Philadelphia. In- 
deed the chairman of the committee having in charge 
the meetings here is an honored minister in that 
church. This is not to be wondered at when we call 
to mind how much this work resembles the “special 
missions,” by means of which the Church of England 
sought to reach the population of London and else- 
where in 1874. These missions grew out of the deep- 
ened spiritual life of the clergy, and undertook to 
meet the religious wants of the larger towns. They 
did not seek to supersede the work of the church, but 
were auxiliaries of that work. At first very many 
had misgivings about them; urging the same objec- 
tions which are commonly raised against revivals; 
but after the missions were held the testimony was 
well-nigh universal in their favor. Many of the meet- 
ings were attended by thronging congregations, in- 
cluding numbers of the working people. There was 
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the faithful preaching of the gospel, and the evident 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. There was the absence 
of all excitement, and at the same time the deepest 
solemnity and earnestness. What were called “after- 
meetings” followed the preaching and other services, 
at which opportunity was given for personal conver- 
sation and for the guidance of souls under conviction. 
“T can never forget,” writes one, “the thronged at- 
tendance at our evening services, the intense and yet 
restrained fervor of our quiet ‘after-meetings,’ con- 
ducted into a far hour of night, with absence of all 
excitement, in the subdued stillness of God’s house.” 
“ The after-meetings,” writes another, “ were attended 
by large audiences, and multitudes went away ex- 
hibiting evidences of the deepest spiritual impres- 
sions.” This, be it remembered, in the Church of 
England, and with the fullest sanctien of bishops and 
clergy. 

The general results which followed these missions 
were the strengthening of ministers and churches; 
increased congregations; increased communicants ; 
new forms of church work, such as devotional meet- 
ings, children’s services, and Bible-classes for young 
and old; besides an immense amount of good which 
is not to be included in statistics. In many cases the 
number of communicants was doubled, while in some 
cases they were multiplied by ten, so that where 
there were forty there came to be four hundred. Out 
of sixteen parishes in which missions were held the 
clergy reported great success in all save one, while 
many whose prejudices against the missions were 
warmest, became most earnest in their support. 

The great good accomplished by these missions was 
witnessed to by “ Non-conformists” as well as “ Church- 
men,” and they were attended in many cases by 
‘‘ Dissenters” who rarely entered a parish church. 
And this only tended to a better feeling between de- 
nominations. ‘I will defy you,” writes one, “ not to 
feel the strongest desire for complete unity when you 
are working and praying w ‘th men to bring lost sheep 
home to their Shepherd’s lo 2.” 

This subject of a preaching mission to the masses 
was discussed in the English Church Congress at 
Stoke-on-Trent, and in the American Church Congress 
at Philadelphia. Bishop Huntington has handled it 
with ability, in a series of articles in The Churchinan, 
in which he advocates the mission agency as a de- 
sirable supplement to ordinary church ministrations, 
furnishing in many cases a needful preliminary to 
the personal religious life. “On a fair calculation,” 
he says, “there are in the United States about fifteen 
millions of souls who in the next ten years, if they 
hear Christ and forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
proclaimed at all, must hear it by free preaching.” 

In short all true revival work is essentially the same 
in its causes and results; and we can well understand 
why a church which encouraged missions of this sort 
could not be indifferent to such workers as Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey. If it be said revivais are abnor- 
mal, so, too, spiritual apathy and deadness are ab- 
normal ; and why is not a revival or a mission, if car- 
ried on in the right spirit, as lawful as any other 
method of Christian work? It was felt in London, 
that there was no rivalry whatever between or- 
dinary ministrations and missions, and that nei- 
ther could take the other’s place. But the churches 
should learn, also, from these London missions 
not to throw away the fruits of vietory. “I 
have yet to learn,” says one, “ why a mission should 
end the moment the mission preacher steps into the 
railway carriage.” “That good results shall be 
abiding,” says another, “ will depend greatly on fol- 
lowing up the work diligently, earnestly, lovingly. 
In this way, so far as human instrumentality may or 
can work, the precious seed is fostered, the quickened 
life is cherished, the soul is nourished and sustained, 
while we joy in the evident work so owned of God.” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CENTENARY. 


- Philadelphians, who are full of thought and 
work in plans for our national centenary observ- 
ances, it will seem rather early to talk of another 
celebration in that line. But 1876 will soon be over, 
and all its labors will be in the past, even if its in- 
fluences are not so. Meantime the Sunday-school 
Centenary of 1881 is worthy of consideration, It has 
already been named in these columns, on the sugges- 
tion of Secretary Hartley, of London. And now a per- 
sonal letter from Mr. William Groser, senior secretary 
of the London Sunday School Union, to the editor of 
THE SunpAy-scHoor TMs brings the matter more 
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formally to notice. As the subject is one of import- 
ance and interest ‘o Sunday-school workers generally, 
Mr. Groser’s letter is published herewith: 


56 OLD BAILEY, E. C. 
Lonpon, November 29, 1875. 

My pear Sir: I am desired by the Committee of the 
Sunday-school Union to remind you that the year 1881 
will complete the period of a century since the establish- 
ment of Sunday-schools by Robert Raikes, in the city of 
Gloucester. Considering that the Sunday-school system 
has assumed a magnitude and importance beyond the 
most sanguine hopes of its early promoters, so that it now 
exerts an influence wherever Christianity itself has been 
planted ; considering also the number, intelligence, and 
piety of its agents; and the vast and increasing benefits, 
social and religious, which by the divine blessing have 
been conferred on -this and other lands through its in- 
strumentality, it appears to the committee that the cen- 
tenary of Sunday-scbools will ferm an era worthy of be- 
ing celebrated in a manner adapted to serve as a memorial 
of past success, and a means of awakening the various 
sections of the church of Christ to a deeper and more 
practical sympathy with so Scriptural and so honored an 

gency. Although, therefore, the actual occasion is still 
somewhat distant, the committee trust that you will not 
regard their proposal as premature—that you will kindly 
consider, as early as may be convenient, if it may not be 
practicable and agreeable to you to unite with them in 
forming a plan or plans for such a celebration as we have 
briefly indicated. 

I remain, with sincere regards, yours truly, 

W. Groser, 


Rey. H, C, Trumsutt, Honorary Cor. Secretary. 


Philadelphia. 

My co-operative action in such a movement is se- 
cured on this side of the water it will doubtless be 
through the International Sunday-school Convention. 
The Executive Committee of that convention will 
soon have the proposition fairly before them, and the 
course which they shall suggest will be likely to have 
the hearty co-operation of friends of the Sunday- 
school throughout the country. 


——<—— 
—The moral of a new English poem is said to be, 
“ Reader, see you start for heaven in time.” 
—Mr. Moody says that “a great many who call them- 


selves backsliders never slid at all.” They are just where 
they stood originally. 


—We quite agree with The Christian Union in the 
opinion that there is very little demand in this country 
for unsalable religious books. 


—You had better ask a visitor to teach a class without 
preparation, than to call on him to lead your school in 
prayer without previous notice. 


—“T have come to the conclusion,” says Mr. Talmage, 
in his sermon on Henry Wilson, “that that life is grandly 
eloquent whose peroration is in heaven.” 


—Richard Cecil is quoted as saying, that “ The people 
look at a minister out of the pulpit to see if he means 
what he says when he is in it.” Scholars have a similar 
watch over their Sunday-school teachers, 


—A pertinent question asked by The Pucijic, in view 
of efforts in San Francisco to close up opium dens with- 
out disturbing liquor saloons: “ Does virtuous zeal for 
the public welfare exhaust itself in suppressing Chinamen 
who sin?” 


—It is said that Henry Wilson read through the New 
Testament in seven days so as to pass a creditable ex- 
amination in it, when he was only eight years old. This 
looks as if a child could have an early understanding 
of the Scriptures. 


—The Rev. W. L. Gage, whose article on Carmel was 
in our columns last week, and from whom we have’an 
article on the scene of David’s combat with Goliath, for 
next week, is delivering a course of leciures on, Palestine 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston. 


— “Your work and mine cannot be done at Thirteenth 
Street and Market,” said a city pastor to his people, in 
urging them to greater personal activity in the cause ef 
their Master. Those who wish well te the revival will 
work well in the revival. 


—lIt is said in a report of the Waldenses that “ before 
the Reformation” that people “had scarcely more than 
one book—the Bible. But good use was made of it. No 
one was ordained pasteur who could not recite a great 
part of it. The people often gathered together to hear it 
read, and great numbers ef them could recite its prin- 
cipal parts.” It would be but a sorry “ reformation” 
which changed all this, 
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WAYS OF WORKING 


le Ey 


HE acrostic form of presenting truth is often 1, 
ridiculous. Yet it is sometimes used to advant. 

in fastening the points ofan address in children’s mina 
Thus a speaker at a recent convention in this state 
based his remarks to children on the word Watch, 
enjoining his young hearers to watch their 

W-ORDS. 

A-CTIONS. 

T-HOUGHTS. 


©-OMPANY. 
H-EARTS. 


If a teacher will take care to keep a memorandum 
of all the scholars he ever has, and will follow them 
when they leave him, he may do them more good 
after they are gone from him than while they stay in 
his class. It is a matter of course that he shall look 
after them while they are with him, but the other is 
a work of special favor, and will be the more highly 
appreciated. Let him occasionally call at their now 
more distant place of employment; let him take a 
little pains to look them up when he pays a flying 
visit to the city where they have gone, and where 
they feel like strangers ; let him send them an occa- 
sional hand-shake in a friendly letter; let him re- 
member them through a message by some Christian, 
or merely social, companion ; and he will find he has 
his old scholars bound to him by “ hooks of steel.” 
A young man, who had left his Sunday-school years 
before a reckless boy, now dying a Ohristian, said, 
“Mother, when I am dead I want you to find my old 
Sabbath-school teacher—he lives in such a town— 
and tell him I have never forgotten the words for 
which I used to seem to care so little! Tell him I 
thanked him with my last breath for all his kind- 
ness.” The truly faithful teacher will be remem- 
bered thus, even though the scholar’s message does 
not come back to him in just this form. 


In the Sunday-school of the Second Congrega- 
tional Church, New London, OConn., of which Henry 
P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, is 
superintendent, it has been the custom for a number 
of years to observe Christmas by appropriate ser- 
vices, in connection with which the scholars and 
teachers bring in their offerings in behalf of some 
special charity. One year the school contributed 
liberally for the building of a new chapel. Again, 
the gifts were for the support of schools in heathen 
lands. Then aid was sent to a Sunday-school in Salt 
Lake City. At another time all joined heartily in a 
Christmas present to good Father Upson, a missionary 
of the American Sunday-school Union in Michigan, 
who has long corresponded with and been helped in 
his work by this school. Two years ago, a quarterly 
review was had in conjunction with the Christmas 
service; and last year the lessons for six months 
were similarly reviewed. This year, again, there is 
to be a half yearly review, followed by a Christmas 
service. The lessons cover the life of our Lord as 
recorded in St. John’s Gospel. The school session 
begins at 94M. The usual devotional exercises and 
the review occupy fifty-five minutes. Then comes 
this 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE. 

Responsive reading: Isaiah 11 : 1-6, 

Singing: ‘‘ Hark! what mean those holy voices,” 

Recitations from the Scriptures (prophecy and fulfill- 
ment) referring to the birth of Jesus Christ : 

Primary Class. Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2: 14. 

First Row of Classes. Genesis 49:10; Romans 1: 3. 

Second Row of Classes. Micah 5: 2; Matthew 2: 1. 

Third Row of Classes. Isaiah 9:6; Luke 2:11. 

Fourth Row of Classes. Isaiah 11:1; Acts 13: 23. 

Fifth Row of Classes. Isaiah 11:2; Luke 2: 40, 

Chant: Magnificat. 

‘* My soul doth magnify the Lord.” 
CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS. 

The offerings of the school this year will he devoted 
to the members of the church who have been members 
of the Sunday-school, and from sickness or other cause 
are now in need of assistance. 

“THEY PRESENTED UNTO HIM GIFTs.” 

** Tnasmuch as ye have dune it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren ye have done it unto me.” 

[The classes, in order, come forward by messengers and 
deposit their offerings. The superintendent repeats a 
verse of Scripture as each class presents its gifts.] 

Remarks by the superintendent. 
Singing: ‘ We three kings of Orient are,” 
Report of attendance. 


Singing: Gloria Patri, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{ Toieation for this department—including early reports of Con- 
eu {natitutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
v 
Ankfully received. ] 
v9 —_——~> -. -— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


New York, State, at Utica........cccccccorecscecssresresssseeeeed UNE 6-8, 1876. 


Nebraska, State, at Fremont. ...........000ssssrseessseeeeee UNO 6-8, 1876, 
Tudiana, State, at Fort Waynie..........cccccserceeersseeesees June 6-8, 1876, 
Ohl, State, AF DAF. ccccccecccccscrscssvecccscsccococcscccseees June 7, 8, 1876, 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 Pp. Mm, led during 
December by the Rey. Mr. Mudge, of Yonkers. 


New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 Pp. M., taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 


New York Baptist Sunday-school Teachers’ Association, at Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, Thursday evening 
of each month, except July and August. 


New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sun- 
day-school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth 
Avenue, every Saturday, at § p.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber 
Newton, 


New York, Sunday-school Teachers’ Association (Union), at 
Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church, on the third Monday 
evening of each month, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place 
Meth. Epis. Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. H. 
Vincent, D.D, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday-school Union, at the Hanson Place 
Meth. Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each 
month, except July and August. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union meeting for the exposition, by eminent 
teachers, of the International Lessons, in the hall of the Y. M. 
C. A., every Saturday at 4 p. mM. 


Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot. Epis.), Lectures from Nov. 2, 
1875, to Feb. 15, 1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o’clock, P.M., 
at St. Luke’s Church; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7'4 P.M., at 
Church of the Advent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 7'4 p.M., 
at St. Matthew's Church. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CONVENTION. 


BY W. F. SHERWIN, 


] OVER is a pleasant inland city on the line of 
the Boston and Maine Railroad, three hours’ 
distant from Boston; and the inhabitants thereof are 
genuine New Englanders, full of good old-fashioned 
common-sense, and earnest in good work. This made 
it just the place for a convention which should be an 
unqualified success, as was from first to last the one 
just closed—the second annual convention of the New 
Hampshire Sunday-school Association. On Monday 
evening, December 6th, the time of an inauguration 
service, the City Hall was well filled. The address 
of welcome by the Rev. Dr. G. B. Spaulding was a 
model of brevity, point, and Christian heartiness. 
The Rev. T. L. Flood being unable to be present, the 
tev. Dr. Smith, president of Dartmouth College, was 
called to the chair. 

He was glad to be present as a member of the ancient 
and honorable fraternity of minute men, for although 
overwhelmed by the cares of his official position, he 
felt that no man should be exempt from service of 
this kind. He rejoiced especially in the opportunity 
to be identified with those who were doing so much 
to stay the tide of infidelity and skepticism which 
was sweeping over the land. The doctor spoke in 
plain terms of the many insidious devices by which 
it is sought to weaken our faith in the Bible as the 
true Word of God. But we should rejoice that at 
such a juncture the Lord was wakening the people, 
rekindling their love for the “blessed old Book,” 
moving on the International lesson scheme which 
aroused an enthusiasm in Bible study never before 
known, and raising up from the ranks of the laymen 
evangelists who are moving the world with the simple 
old story of the cross! One of the doctor's many 
good points was that in our Sunday-school teaching 
and speech-making, we do not give sufficient promi- 
nence to illustrations drawn directly from the Scrip- 
tures. Children love Bible stories better than any 
o'hers, if told in an entertaining manner. The 
power of these simple narratives is marvellous. He 
urged upon parents and guardians the duty of so 
presenting the Bible in the homes as to kindle a love 
and reverence for it. The excellent and practival 
address closed with a most earnest appeal to 
teachers not to rest satisfied with anything short 
of the conversion of their scholars, The evening 
closed with a right hearty and devotional praise 
service, 

Tuesday morning brought goodly additions to the 
number of delegates. The report of the secretary, 
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Jobn G, Lane, of Manchester, showed good planning, 
faithful labor, and encouraging prospects in organi- 
zing the state. This was supplemented by reports 
from auxiliary associations and individual schools. 
The Rev. Charles Wetherby, of Nashua, read an 
admirable paper, on 

THE ADVANTAGES OF ASSOCIATED IN DISTINCTION 

FROM DENOMINATIONAL WORK, 

First, it brings the genius and quickening life of 
our Protestant churches together. Neither church 
nor world is abundantly supplied with genius; that 
is, with men who invent methods, originate plans, 
create enthusiasm, and educate and inspire public 
sentiment. Hence, we need to bring into play all 
that there is. We should gather up and utilize it, not 
chain it within denominational lines. The faculties 
of strong men droop if they fail of a broad field. You 
can not stir large waves in a pintcup. If you wish to 
see water tumble and roll in great volumes of power, 
give it the Atlantic basin to move in. 

A second advantage of associated action is the ca- 
tholicity of spirit it creates among the churches the m- 
selves. We study God’s Word together; learn the 
truth we possess in common ; get acquainted, and so 
like one another, When men travel in this country, 
they say, “I am a New Hampshire boy, or a Massa- 
chusetts man, or an Obio lad ;” but when they travel 
abroad, they say, “I am an American.” So let us not 
say, I am of this or that sect; but, “I am a Chris- 
tian.” 

In the third place, it is important to define anew 
what truths are of vital moment in our Christian faith. 
The Bible is a book for the ages, ani each age should 
find its own nutriment therein. We need the doc- 
trine which teaches most closely the life of the teacher. 
Associated action brings us to those vital points. 
There is a magical authority in a combination of 
strong men. It is the force of combined intelligence, 
the concord of master minds, which pushes the theo- 
ries of modern science into power. The agreement of 
scientists is what gives them their hold upon public 
faith. We must meet this by such union of our 
best thinkers, such concord of spirit and statement 
as shall create a stream of influence and opinion that 
shall carry the public conscience toward God. But 
while catholic in sympathy, let us not be latitudinarian 
in faith. A false liberality ruins the Sunday-school. 
We want no mutilated gospel. Let us welcome a!l 
who embrace the gospel of Christ and say to others, 
“Do all the good you can, and the Lord bless you ; but 
your ways are not our ways, nor your thoughts our 
thoughts.” 

The Rev. S. L. Blake, of Concord, mentioned some 
of the qualifications essential to a Sunday-school 
teacher. He should have brains, showing themselves 
in good, practical common sense, sound judgment 
and tact. A teacher should be a good thinker. In 
this age we don’t think enough. The Sabbath, which 
ought to be the chief day for religious thought, is 
now so crowded that we have no time to think. 
Therefore we must think, think, think, during the 
week and show the result on Sunday. A teacher 
must be a close student, not only of the Bible, but of 
human rature and all things around him. He needs 
to know not only just how to approach each indi- 
vidual scholar in the most effective manner, but how 
to make conspicuous the most salient point of truth 
which is adapted to that scholar’s needs. All must 
be backed by earnest piety and a consistent Christian 
life. Then the great need is Christ, who says, “With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” 

The Rev. Dr. Vincent’s first topic was - 


THE MODEL SUNDAY SCHOOL 


He commenced by saying that the artist who is 
thoroughly satisfied with the picture he has just 
finished has reached his zenith and -will never be 
anything greater than he is to-day. In order to pro- 
gress it is necessary that we have an ideal of some- 
thing that shall excel anything we have yet accom- 
plished. Before we can actually have a model Sun- 
day-school we must carefully think out what it ought 
to be. In glancing at it negatively he said it should 
not be a substitute for home training, nor for the 
preaching service. The latter was defined as that 
department of church work where the teaching is 
done by the lecture system, while the Sunday-school 
is that department of church service where the same 
gospel is taught by the conversational method. There 
must come into the Sunday-school service the deeply 
spiritual element, the domestic element, the home 
life, the church element, the educational, The 
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pastor need not necessarily be superintendent, or 
even a teacher, but should be identified with this ser- 
vice and responsible for its religious character. A 
programme was outlined by the speaker which would 
happily combine all these. 

Tuesday evening’s session was opened in a novel 
and interesting manner by the Temperance Reform 
Club, in one of their unique experience-meetings. 
The club numbers several hundred men, who have 
been snatched as brands from the burning, and the 
organization is only about nine months old. Itisa 
great and noble work and should enlist the sympa- 
thies of every Christian heart. 

The other great feature of the evening was Ir. 
Vincent’s lecture on “ That Boy,” which gave un- 
bounded satisfaction of course. I might say here 
that all the praise services, the occasional singing, 
and the responsive services of Scripture and song 
throughout all the sessions have been entered into by 
all with an intelligent heartiness, that was refreshing 
and edifying. The chief interest of Wednesday 
morning centered in Dr. Vincent’s Normal-class 
exercises, the leading features of which have here- 
tofore been given in THE SuNDAyY-scHOOL TIMEs. 
The doctor also filled the gap occasioned by the ab- 
sence of the Rey. H. M. Parsons, who was detained 
at home by a serious accident to his little boy. In 
the afternoon the Rev. Smith Baker, of Lowell, well 
answered the question, ‘‘ What does a teacher gain as 
a reward for his work?” making the following as 
chief points: 1. A great amount of invaluable biblical 
knowledge. 2. The expansion of his capacity for 
thought. 3. The consciousness that he is doing 
something for his country by developing and mould- 
ing the characvers that are in the future to shape the 
destiny of the nation. 4 The development of his 
own spirituality. 5. The blessed privilege of leading 
souls to Christ. 6. The final reward; the crown 
studded with gems. W. F. Sherwin, in place of the 
Rev. Mr. Parsons, gave - Bible drill in connection 
with responsive reading: and Mr. Perkins discussed 
the propriety of paying Sunday-school teachers so a8 
to secure the best talent. 

The closing session was’ an enthusiastic children’s 
meeting, with illustrative musical exercises showing 
how quickly children will take up new songs and 
sing them well. In the course of this exercise the 
sovg “‘ Draw me nearer,” from Brightest and Best, 
which they had never seen or heard, was learned in 
exactly four minutes so as to be well sung. Pleasant 
talks were given by the Rev. Smith Baker and Moses 
H. Sargent. As a whole the convention was a de- 
cided success, and the good cause received through 
it a strong impetus. Much credit is due to the hard- 
working secretary, John G. Lane, of Manchester, who 
carries the state work oa his heart and brain con- 
tinually. 


BROOKLYN NORMAL-CLASS. 

TENTH SESSION. 

T the tenth session of the Brooklyn Normal-class, 

on Thursday evening, December 9, the leader, 

Dr. Vincent, treated his theme—Bible History—ac- 
cording to the following outline: 

STATEMENT BY LEADER 

There is no inspired system of Bible chronology. 

There is consequently a difference among the chronolo- 

gists. The Heb-ew, Samaritan, and Septuagint versions 

of the old Testament do not fully agree. 

monizes nea:ly with the Septuagint. The differences, 

however, are not great, and do not affect the truth of 

Scripture. We follow the chronology of Usher—that em- 

ployed in the English Bible. 

. LESSON 

1. The twelve Periods. 


Josephus har- 


DRILLS, 


Period 1. From the creation (4004 B. C.) to the Deluge 
2348 B. C.)—1656 years. 

Period 2. From the Deluge (2548) to the call of Abram 
(1921)—427 years. 

Period 3. From the call of Abram (121) to the descent 
into Egy pt (1706)—215 years. 

Period 4. From the descent into Egypt (1705) to the 
Exodus (1491)—215 years. 

Period 5. From the Exodus (1491) to the passage of 
the Jordan (1451)—40 years. 

Period 6. From the passage (1451) to the monarchy 
(1095)—356 y ears. 

Period 7. From the monarchy’(10%5) to the division 
(975) —120 years. 

Period 8. From the division (75) to the capture of 
Jerusalem (587)—388 years. 

Period 9. From the capture of Jerusalem (587) to the: 
close of the Old Testament history (397)—190 years. 

Period 10. From the close of Old Testament history 


(397) to the beginning of the New (6)—391 years, 


December 25, 1875.] 
Period ll. From the beginning of the New Testament 
period (6 B. C.) to the ascension of Christ (30 A. D )—36 
years, 

Period 12. From the ascension of Christ (30) 
close of the apostolic period (101)—71 years, 
II. The short chain of history, 


to the 


These periods may be easily fixed in the mind by the 
frequent repetition of the following links in the chain of 
Bible history: Creation, Deluge, Absam, Egypt, Exodus, 
Jordan, Monarchy, Division, Captivity, Close of Old Tes- 
tament, Beginning of New Testament, Ascension Close 
of Apostolic Period. 


If. The place of prominent characters in Bible history. 


To which period does each of the following names he- 
long :— 

Stephen ; Lot; Joseph; Ahab; Miriam: Paul; John 
Hyrcanus; Ruth; Balaam ; Elijah; Isaiah ; Ezra; John 
Baptist ; Peter; Pilate; Hezekiah; Daniel - Job; Sam- 


son; Jonah; Enoch; Jacob; Pharaoh: Samuel: Seth ; 
Shem; Jehu; Elisha; Elizabeth : Deborah Nehemiah 
Serug ; Noah; Esther. 

IV. The test of dates. 

As the following dates are recorded on the blackboard 
or called out by the leader, let the Bible event connected 
with it be named : 2348; 1491; 4004: 1095: 1451+ 101 A 
D.; 975: 587: 6: 397 ; 1015; 1005: 199}, 

V. Principal events. 
_ Name one important event connected with each of the 
following names :— 

Lot; Isaac; Esau; Lot's wife; Ephron: Bethuel: La- 
ban; Reuben; Potipherah; Amram; Jethro; Bones of 
Joseph; Miriam; Aaron: Hur; Marah; Rephidim : 
Taberah ; Kibroth-Hattaavah; Caleb: Korah ; Balaam ; 
Joshua, 

The above exercises will require preparation, patience, 
and perseverance. Shall we be discouraged ? 


BROOKLYN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 
MONTHLY MEETING, 


T the monthly meeting of the Brooklyn Cundgy- 

school Union, on Monday evening, December 
13, in the Hanson Place Meth. Epis. Church, the at- 
tendance was very large, every seat in the house 
being occupied. The Rey. T. De Witt Talmage 
spoke on the subject, 


WHAT ARE SABBATH-SCHOOLS GOOD FOR? 


The speaker said the first, second, third, and one- 
hundredth object of the Sunday-school is to make 
our boys and girls Christians. They are incorrectly 
supposed to instruct them in singing, but much of 
their time is spent in ruining their voices, through 
singing mere doggerel. Too much time is spent in 
finding certain curious places, and in fixing locali- 
ties. Sunday-schools were not intended to be places 
in which metaphysical, logical, and learned men may 
display themselves. Imagine a teacher getting hold 
of a child and speaking to it about the “ future 
world ” in current scientific phraseology. Nor were 
Sunday schools intended solely as warehouses for 
pictorial representations. We would not do without 
illustrations or ornament, but there is such a thing as 
having too much of it. Nor is the Sunday-school a 
gymnasium where teachers are to have opportunities 
to talk, or exercise themselves. Talking is very well 
when we have something to talk about. And when 
such men as Ralph Wells, and Henry Clay Trum- 
bull, and John H. Vincent, who have worked nobly 
for God, address the schools, we may always learn 
something, and we should hold their names in eternal 
remembrance. Some one has said the Sunday-school 
is a human institution. The fact that it had survived 
the scourge of the peripatetic bores, whose number is 
increasing, convinced him that it was divine in its 
origin, They must be stopped, not discourteouly, 
but peremptorily, or they will spoil everything, and 
it is our duty to save the Sunday-school from their 
continual devastation. Those speakers who cannot 
interest children or grown folks should not be allowed 
to come behind the superintendent’s desk. Let all 
the social influence, all the school efforts point in one 
direction—toward the salvation of children, to get- 
ting them into the arms of the Shepherd. We must 
save all the children. Some don’t believe we can 
save them. Shall we gather in all the old sheep from 
the hillsides and let the young lambs perish? No! 
The speaker had more confidence in the person who 
was saved at sixteen than in one who was saved at 
sixty. The person converted at sixty will be asked 
four questions on admission to the church, the child 
of ten will be asked fifty. And why? Because you 
have not so much faith in the conversion of children as 
in the conversion of grown people. The soul of the 


.the organization had not been authorized to pledge 
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child converted to God will be of more use to society 
and the world than the soul of a converted adult, and 
he placed a higher appreciation upon it. We should 
not wait until the world, the flesh, and the devil had 
taken possession of a soul before we claim it for 
Christ. 

After Mr. Talmage’s address, the president of the 
Union called upon the congregation to raise $1,200 
for defraying the expenses of the three series of 
normal-classes, the first of which is nearly com- 
pleted. Their cost is about $400 a series. As the 
Brooklyn Union had won a reputation for enterprise 
and zeal, he hoped it would maintain it. A neigh- 
boring Union was spending $4,000 a year; they had 
never spent more than $800 or $900. After a number 
of subscriptions had been offered, it was discovered 
that the representatives of the different schools in 


themselves, and the matter of raising the fund was 
finally referred to the Sunday-schools, with the assur- 
ance from several persons that they would respond 
heartily. The Rey. J. Hyatt Smith, of the Lee Avenue 
Baptist Church, then made an address on 

TRUE PROTESTANT PATRIOTISM. 


He said that the great work of the Sunday-school 
teacher is to lead souls to Christ. He held a jubilant 
faith. It is a part of the errand of the Sunday school 
to teach something of dogma or doctrine. The day 
of controversy, when the lines were drawn very 
straight, was passing away; that day of violence in 
doctrine. We have reached a day of union, when 
the cry is “Less creed, more Christ.” We should 
teach in a hearty way the doctrines of the church. 
He did not believe the day would come when we 
should break up all organization and become a pious, 
indiscriminate mob. The churches can fight best in 


827 
and fifty editions of it were published in Europe, 
It was translated into Welsh, French, and German. 
More than one hundred and fifty thousand copies of it 
were sold to young men in London alone. With the 
few remains of Sir John Franklin’s party in the Arc- 
tic region a leaf of that book was found, which is now 
preserved in Greenwich Hospital, England.* To this 
day the book stands without a rival in its sphere, and 
it may safely be said that no volume written within 
the past fifty years has influenced the career of so 
many students as this. 

Dr. Todd’s “ Sabbath-school Teacher” was hardly 
less influential than his “‘ Student’s Manual.” It was 
written some forty years ago, when Sunday-school 
methods were but little known. It is to-day one of 
the best helps to an understanding of the principles 
of the Sunday-school system extant. It did much to 
give shape to that system in the United States. It 
was quickly re-published in Great Britain, and there 
it did a good work. Only those most familiar with 
the development and progress of the Sunday-school 
cause in the last forty years can appreciate how im- 
portant a part was borne in it all by this publication 
of Dr. Todd’s, 

In his “Lectures to Children” and ois “Truth 
Made Simple,” Dr. Todd taught m=4y Aow to pr~h 
to, and to write for the little 8. In hi» “ Index 
Rerum” he showed how + ™&ke ordinary reading 
and thinking available ~ Te4¢y reference and prac- 
tical use. As a mini™ Of the gospel he was promi- 
nent, and did emient service in his generation. 
Thus to stud, to Sunday-school workers, to 
preachers, authors, to all classes in the com- 
munity, D* Todd had a mission; he performed it, 
and his Tks do follow him. 

The Datstive of Dr. Todd’s life is an instrnetive 





separate regiments, all under the sam~ +-aner,<* +? 
cross. We shonld pam _ _aadfen - intelligent 
patriosism., Moses aud Paul were patriots. So also 


was Jesus. He gave the wealth of the gospel first to his 
countrymen. Weshould so give the gospel to our chi'- 
dren. The government shelters our meetings and we 
must pay the government back in a sound Protestant 
patriotism. It is upon us at this time more than ever 
that we should maintain this principle. The Romish 
Church has always been full of saints and noble men, 
and he had many personal friends in that church; 
but the papal church is opposed to the principles 
that underlie the republic. Anson Burlingame had 
said to him, when he was minister of China, that the 
nation which he represented was compassed about by 
popery, but that he had, as embassador, set them 
back for seven years in their operations, The speaker 
said he was the last man to raise a cry of “ No Popery.” 
But he and others knew that the papacy had ever been 
the foster-mother of tyranny, while Protestantism had 
been the handmaid of liberty. The dangers and 
duties of to-day lie right before us. We should tell 
our classes how the government was formed and who 
formed it, and tell them that they must remember 
that the Holy Bible is to be kept open in their hearts 
and before their eyes. Adopt this suggestion or leave 
it, as you like. 

The next meeting of the Union was announced for 
Janusry 10. At that meeting addresses are expected 
from the Rev. George A. Peltz and the Rev. Robert 
Lowry. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


ttc vom  ~emli 
DR. JOHN TODD’S LIFE STORY.* 
HEN as prominent and as peculiar & man as 
Dr. John Todd, with his quaint style of putting 
things, and his rare descriptive powers, leaves the* 
material for an autobiography, it is sure to be worth 
reading, unless it is spoiled in making up. In this 
case the material was at hand, and it was well used. 
Dr. Todd’s story was worth telling. He did a great 
work in the world, although in a very quiet way. 
Few men in this century have impressed themselves 
for good on more persons who in turn have impressed 
others than he. Take for example his “Student’s 
Manual.” It has contributed not a little to the mould- 
ing of the character and directing the lives of tens of 
thousands. Before it was off the press it had a hold 
on the printer through whose hands it passed, and he 
became a missionary of the gospel. Above one hundred 








*John Todd: the story of his life told mainly by himself. 
Compiled and«dited by Joan E. Todd, tor of the Church of 
the jeemer, New Haven, Conu. New York: Harper & 


.--listly &tted ta stimulate and encourage 

young men. It ougu.to be = the hands of many 

such. It should be read by teachs for their own 

benefit, and commended by them to seir pupils, 

Young Todd seemed to have everything agaicet him 

at the start. Ile was a puny babe. His mother we. 

insane. His father was a helpless cripple. But God 

tink care of him, and gave him a life of usefulness. 

He was for a time in the family of Jeremiah Evarts, 

father of Hon. William M. Evaru, where hallowing 

influences were about him. He was 1 ‘he Sunday- 

school at Charlestown, Mass., organized by Dr. 1.9;. 

diah Morse, of geography fame. There he was a fel- 
low teacher with Prof. S. F. B. Morse and his brother 
Sidney. His sketches of his old professors at Ando- 
ver are graphic and discriminating. The story of his 
varied experiences as a pastor is full of interest. The 
record of his life in Philadelphia can hardly fail to 
attract attention in this city. His love of hunting 
and his skill as au amateur mechanic are well brought 
out. His adventures in the Adirondacks are not as 
marvelous as those told by some of his clerical breth- 
reu, but they are matters of fact told pleasantly. 

The compilation and editing of the ample materia) 
left by Dr. Todd for such a ‘volume have been done 
faithfully by his son, the Rev. John E, Todd, of New 
Haven. Love dictated this work, and sound judg- 
ment directed in it. The book is as bright and 
attractive in its style as it is valuable in its matter. 
Anybody would find it pleasant reading, and every- 
body reading it is likely to be profited. The more of 
such biographies the better. 


Nine Little Goslings. By Susan Coolidge. Boston : 
Roberts Bros.—Miss Woolsey’s genius for writing 
verse seems even surpassed by the way in which she 
manages to Interest the very little people, to whom 
Santa Claus will be sure to distribute generously this 
sunshiny book, where the nine little xoslings and 
their mother, on the hill of Parnassus or some other 
hill of the brilliant cover, in bright-red cloth and 
gilt, are cheered on by the plaudits of admiring ge}, 
and boys. The illustrations of the letter-text are al- 
most as happy as the picture interwoven so fittingly 
with the binding, and, added to the typographical 
and other charms of the book, tend to make it justly 
popular with tender mammas as well as gratefu, 
children. 


Elsie’s Womanhood. By Martha Farquharson. New 
York: Dodd & Mead.—This is a sequel to Elsie’s 
Girlhood. It is a story of a Southern heiress “ worth 
three millions.” The scenes are laid for the most part 
in the Southern states, before and during the war, 





Brothers. 


and are intended to be pictures of Southern life 











828 


The author has fatled to grasp the subject which she 
has attempted. The pictures of life are unreal, as 
well as confused and indistinct. The entertainment 
which the book gives is not of the kind with which 
we would care to fill a young girl’s mind. There is 
nothing positively wrong in it, but the matter is poor. 


Elmira’s Ambitions, By Clara F. Guernsey. Phila- 
delphia: American Sunday-school Union. Miss 
Guernsey’s book has, for Sunday-school uses, several 
negative merits, One of these we shall name. It is 
not a story of love and matrimony. The chief actors 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, nor is the 
subject of love and matrimony once brought in, nor 
is any interest in the plot made to depend upon it. 
Among the positive merits of the book we may name 
the author’s power of characterization. The various 
persons who fill up the canvas in her pictures are 
conceived with unusual clearness. The two sisters 
especially, who are the chief actors, are contrasted in 
a manner equally attractive and instructing. Sonte 

prevalent notions about education are quietly sat- 
isfied togood purpose. The absurd conceit of some 
of our ambitions young would-be-reformers is also 
happily expored, The plot is sufficiently artificial to 
prosnke curiosity ~ithout catering to a morbid appe- 
tite in tm» respect. S¢ hook is in fact an instruc- 
tive treatise on the edUion and training of girls, 
and set in a real story that “gost any one, except 
the very young, would read Wit; terest, The work 
is however especially suited to scholars. Even 
teachers and parents will find in it 80Dthing to think 
about. While we speak so highly Oyj. general 
merits of the book, we feel obliged to a that it is 
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A Christmas Time by Pansy, published by D. Loth- 
rop & Co., prettily illustrates the truth that “it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” Benny isa 
little Christmas poem with which is printed, by 
Howard Challen, Clement C. Moore’s Night before 
Christmas. Christmastide is a cluster of Christmas 
hymns and music from the Lutheran Book Store. 
Biglow & Main send out their Christmas Annual No. 
6, containing six new pieces for Christmas festivals. 


Geier- Wa'ly ; a Tale of the Tyrol. By Wilhelmine 
yon Hellern. New York: D. Appleton & Co,—The 
fashion for translating German novels, which raged 
so fiercely a few years since, has now somewhat died 
out; and as a result those selected for issue must ne- 
cessarily be above the average. Such is the case with 
Madame von Hillern’s story, now introduced to 
American readers, Its location gives an opportunity 
for full descriptions of a most romantic and interest- 
ing region ; and equal attractiveness will be found in 
the characters of the tale, whose fortunes are so faith- 
fully and pleagantly told. 


Mr. Mackenzie's Answer, By Faye Huntington. 
New York: National Temperance Society. The so- 
ciety which issues this volume is working hard to se- 
cure good temperance tales, and for two or three 
years there has been a steady improvement in the 
quality of its books for the young. A story, told as 
well as one of Faye Huntington’s, is likely to give 
young minds a permanent impression of the horrors 
attending intemperance; and, if we mistake not, the 
present one will do much good. 








not without serious grammatical blemish, For 


+ 4..--, t+ ee of the passages ridicyl*“& the & 
ambition of “ fale gate setekd, 4 ronouns 


were rather at a lo for thorr antecedents” (p. 117). 
Were Elmire <Slled into court she might turn the 
tables nrvD Miss Guernsey. Such a hopeless jumble 
as te makes of “ she’s” and “ her’s,” we have rarely 
seen in an author of established reputation. We find 
on our memorandum more than twenty passages 
marked, which might well serve the teacher of gram- 
mar as examples ef false syntax in the use of pro- 
nouns, Ar there are other marks of carelessness 
whiet 4 practised pen like Miss Guernsey’s ought not 
have left in the book. 


Jolly Good Times, By P. Thorne. Boston: Roberts 
Brothers.—This story, descriptive of child-life on a 
farm, is full of graphic revelation of such living, 
where a child grows into pleasant companionship 
with mountains, streams, and cattle; where hay- 
making partakes, to the childish mind, of the nature 
of a festival, and “Thanksgiving” is a more genial 
institution than we are apt to find it in great cities, 
The narrative is so pleasantly woven that it will re- 
call to many the enjoyments of a country life, and 
inspire many more with desire to leave the limits of 
brick and mortar, if only in the summer season, for 
the “jolly good times” that are suggested by freer in- 
tercourse with nature. It is calculated to interest 
little ones, almost as young as those who will revel 
in Nine Little Goslings, while it offers entertainment 
and unobtrusive instruction to others much older. 
Indeed we seldom take up books of this class without 
thinking how the children, in securing them, act un- 
consciously as missionaries in the home. 


Household Elegancies, By Mrs. C. 8. Jones and 
Henry T, Williams, New Yu’: menry ‘I’. Williams, 
This yolume coutains plain and practical and econo- 
mical directions for the making of those numerous or- 
namer® which so beautify and brighten the home. 
It # sufficiently complete to form a hand-book of the 
rabject. Mr. Williams, its publisher and half-au- 
thor, has had a long experience as editor of house- 
hold journals, and in a modest way his volume will 
commend itself to ladies and children of taste and 
indastry. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Christmas stories and Christmas carols multiply. 
Betty’s Bright Idea and The First Christmas of New 
England are delightful Christmas sketches by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, re-published by J. B. Ford & Co. 
from The Christian Union. With them is given ity 
Stowe’s Thanksgiving story, Deacon Pitkin’s Farm. 
Mrs. Stowe’s pictures of New England home life are 


Phil Derry ; the Western Boy who became a Mission- 
u. By the author of Ruth Allerton. Philadel- 


POIA: sae ane,. ™.: 
~ 7 ~~, Sunday-school Union. ‘This sto 
is told with consi ect. a wud Meret and 74 


cast a little too much in the conventional mould, its 
earnest tone and useful lessons redeem its demerits 
which are not great, and make it a good book for 
Sunday-school libraries. 


—_— 


Practical Religion, By Felix Solomon. Baltimore: 
Published by the author. This is a series of brief 
chapters on varied themes within the limits indicated 
in its title. The author seems to have convictions 
and to express them with positiveness, He says some 
good things, and as far as it goes the book is calcu- 
lated to stimulate to right doing, and to a higher 
life of Christian consecration. 


THE JANUARY MAGAZINES. 
AX attractive article in Harper’s is Cambridge on 
the Charles from the pen of Mr. Richardson, 
the accomplished literary editor of The Independent 
It is well illustrated, and, besides its sketches of olden 
time, it contains discriminating and appreciative men- 
tion of Longfellow, Lowell, Holmes, and Howell, as 
well as of President Eliot and Professor Sophocles. 
Another of the fine series of illustrated articles on the 
South is The Oklawaha, by Constance Woolson. 
Whoever has been on the St. Johns and its 
tributaries will recognize the truthfulness of 
both the pictures and the descriptions, from 
the palmetto thicket and orange grove to the alliga- 
tors and the colored cherubs. The Poetry of Steeples 
tells pleasantly of the history and associations of 
church bells. President Barnard concludes his cen- 
tennial history of the progress of the exact sciences. 
With Julian Hawthorne’s Garth, and Cox’s Legisla- 
tive Humors continued, and with story and poetry 
and editorials in variety the new year’s number keeps 
up the good reputation of Harper's, Moody and 
Sankey are given a hearing before the Easy Chair 
and the editor’s conclusion is that the multitudes in 
this country who hear the gospel from these men, and 
seek Christian counsel in the inquiry-room, and de- 
cide to begin a new life, merely evidence a “ decorous 
curiosity,” while of the evangelists in Great Britain 
“it cannot be known that their influence was salu- 
tary.” This opinion is doubtless an honest one, even 


though it seems so at variance with the well. known 
facts. 


The opening chapters, in Scribner's, of Philip No- 
lan’s Friends, by Edward Everett Hale, are sure of 
attention, Mr. Hale has been not a little blamed for 
giving such naturalness to fiction that it passes for 





always well drawn, and she writes to a good purpose, 


fact; and the title of his new story puts the familiar 
reader on his guard, else this also might pass for ver- 
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itable history. For centennial papers, New York in 
the Revolution, and Revolutionary Letters °* 
illustrated, the former profusely. Cupid anus 

also a centennial story, and Dr. Holland gives tne 
first place to the Centennial in Topics of the Times. 
Clarence Cook helps along the cause of good taste and 
sound sense in house furnishing by a second paper on 
Beds and Tables, Stools and Candlesticks ; and House 
Building is well treated by John Burroughs, with 
plans and views of houses for use and comfort. Pic- 
tures of the French Renaissance and Norwegian 
Traits are other illustrated articles. Gabriel Conroy 
is continued. T. W. Higginson writes a Childhoo?’+ 
Fancies in a way sure to interest lovers of the , 
ones. Topics of the Times, and the other edito. 
departments, treat practical themes sensibly. Poems 
by Helen Hunt, Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen, R. H. Stod- 
dard, Celia Thaxter, Edmund Clarence Stedman, and 
Mrs. 8. M. B. Piatt make up a rare variety in that 
department. Taken as a whole Scribner's for January 
is even better than common, and that is saying all 
that can be said. 


An article from Taine’s forthcoming Ancient 
Regime, in The Galaxy, on the Origin of the Privi- 
leged Classes in France, is instructive. Albert Rh. 
writes of Woman’s Occupations, pointing out spheres 
of usefulness and independence for her quite apart 
from those advocated by many extremists, Justin 
McCarthy gives his views of the royal family of Great 
Britain, and also continues his Dear Lady Disdain. 
In the National Surveys, Charles W. Raymond pre- 
sents a fresh sketch of the national territory in the 
West. Richard B. Kimball tells of Bankers, their 
modes and manners. Boyesen and Kate Hillard con- 
tribute poems. The eleventh volume of this populac 
magazine opens with the January number. 


And Wide Awake holds its own and a little more. 
Samuel W. Duffield siugs of the baby who is pope 
and king and prince in the household. Louise 
Chandler Moulton, Julia A. Eastman, Margaret 
Eytinge, Arthur Gilman, Hezekiah Butterworth, and 
other good writers contribute choice stories or poems. 
The Music Page is by Dr. Eben Tourjee, and one of 
the best things in the number is The Cricket’s Story, 
by Emma Huntington Nason, a writer who is not so 
well known as she will be. 


St. Nicholas fairly outdoes itself. There is no use 
trying to sketch all its good things. Just look at 
this for a list of contributors in a single number: 
Bayard Taylor, Edward Eggleston, Hezekiah Butfér- 
worth, J. T. Trowbridge, Noah Brooks, C. P. Cranch, 
Louisa M, Alcott, Susan Coolidge, Mrs. A. M. Diaz 
Celia Thaxter, and ever so many more. Now is the 
time for croakers to say that no one of ability ever 
writes for children. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


_ [All books received will be promptly noticed under thi 
rahaeae of our readers will guide us in making i et = 


> — 
Select Notes on the International Sabbath-scho 7% &E 
} f - ol for 187¢ . 
planatory illustrative, and practical. With maps, and table 
of the signification and pronunciation of proper names By 


the Rey. F. N. and M. A. Feloubet. 
For sale by Garrigues Brothers. 


Fables of Infideli'y and Facts of Faith. A series 
, . s of tracts ’ 
absurdity of atheism. pantheism, and eden beeen 
cents, By the Rey. Robert Patterson. Cincinnati: Wessern 
Tract Society. For sale by American Tract Society. F 


Rotty’s Bright Idea. Als», Deacon Pitkin’s Farm, an 
Christmas of New England. By Harriet we Ry haa 
With illustrations. Price 30cents. New York: J. B. Ford & 
Co. For sale by Claxton, Remsen, «& Haffe}finger. ; 


George Washington; or, Life in America One Hund F 
one Laneeen > and patriot series) By iebn Se 
»bott, Illustrated. New York: Dodd & N ‘sale 
by J. B. Lippinvout & Co. oe ae 


The Interoational Question Book, ou the Uniform Series of Sab- 


Boston: Henry Hoyt 


bath-sch ol Lessons fur 1876. Parts I, IJ, lil. B 
N. Peloube sion ; a rH, ttl. By the Rev. ¥. 
moe Bos:on: Henry Hoyt. For sale by Garrigues 


The American Urion Speaker. With Introdu 
5 iS : 1 rt ctor 3 
——_ explanatory notes. By John ee 
oston: Thomp.on, Brown & Co. For sale i ippin- 
oat: p r & Co. For sale by J. B. Lippin- 
The Reading Club and Handy Speaker. For 
gC ! § : reading a pita. 
tons Kdited by George M. Baker. Price 50 a ieee. 
Lee & Shepard. For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffel tinger. 


In Doors and Out; or, Views from the Chim Y 
‘ ; ; OF, : ne 
Oliver Optic. Price $1.75. Boston: Lee & or ni 
sale by Ciaxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. j 
The Early Church in Britain: its faith and works, By Julia 


ape ol big LR A RY York: H. E. Simmons, 
Wo: ‘ 8. oughts ri 

LER ioe Tao 
Letters and Social Aims. y 
we ali BR Rotor, ba 
ne a i] ae ~. Sale by So maa a 2 

D. Lothrop & Co. For sale Eeideseiesie ine —e 





The Asbury Twins. By Sophie Me 
. y. Illustrated b 4 
Humphey. Price $1.75. Boston: Lee & Shepard? pent. 8. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


{ @ie 


CHANGE 
IN RATES. 


_ The following subscription rates, payable 
in advance, were established November 15: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 copies, - = = $2.15 each, 
° 2a ee cen fae * 
30copies and upwards, - - - 1.65 “ 


astors and Superintendents, who at 
. seme of making their subscription, state 
that they are such, $1.65 each. 


( Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER § 50. 


This paper published monthly, will be 
sent on receipt of its price, only to subscribers 
of THE Times, who are pastors or superin- 
tendents, and who when ordering it, state 
that they are such. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF, 


“Ofiies, one month, - - 
lUu..¢ one year, - - - 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - - $ 500 
100 “  oneyear, - : - 20.00 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


$3 .60 
7.20 


Subscriptions will be received for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to a club at club 
raté# only during the month in which it is 
formed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction 
of a paper changed should be careful to 
name not only the post-office to which they 
wish it sent, but also the one to which 
it has been sent. Ali addresses should in- 
clude both County and State. 

Any person writing to renew either a 
single or club subscription, in connection 
with which his name has not before been 
known to the publisher, will please give the 
name of the person to whom the paper or 
pa have heretofore been sent. 

f the date on the yellow label of address 
is not changed within two weeks after the 
renewal of a subscription, notice should be 
sent to this office. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE 
Towes to their friends can have specimen 
copiearsent free from this office to any 


dr 

Ix tederiig the Weekly Lesson Leaf for 
1876, subscribers will please remember that 
the price is now $7.20 a hundred for one year. 
Subscriptions will be taken for any por- 
tion of a year, or any fraction of a hun 
e *s at the same rate. 

- a full description of plans for THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL Times, THE ScHOLARS’ 
QUARTERLY, or the WEEKLY LEsson 
Lear, see the prospectus on another page. 





Pe 
Now that the date of expiration is plainly 
printed on the yellow address label of each pu- 
per or package of papers, it will be necessary 
for all subscribers to renew promptly by the 
time thus designated or thew paper will be 
discontinued, 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line 
(12 lines to an inch), for each in- 
sertion, . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 25 Cts, 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), 50 Cts. 
DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 
10 “ “ se “ 
15 “ “ “ 13 “ 
20 “ “ “ 26 “ 
25 “ “ “ 52 “ 
pas” Copy for Advertisements must be on 
hand by Saturday of the week preceding 
their issue. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Ad- 
vertisements should be addressed to 
JOIIN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA, 


The New Yor«k OrFice is at the Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 
Fourth Avenne, Y. M. C. A. Building. 

E. P, Wanime, Agent 
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FROM OTHER PAPERS, ABOUT 


The SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 


a 


The Christian at Work, New York.—Now for a 
strong team for THE Times. The South Baptist 
Church, of Newark, has to give up its tor, the 
Rev. George A. Peltz, who goes to join himself to 
the Rev. Henry Clay Trumbull in edi ing THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. Mr, Peltz becomes asso- 
ciate editor on New Year's day, and may it be @ 
happy new year for him and all concerned, 
With the enterprise of Proprietor Wanamaker, 
the ability of Editors Trumbull and Peltz, the 
scholarship of Expositor Ormiston, the courtesy 
of Manager Wattles, and the strength of an able 
corps of contributors, THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL TIMES 
is worth to each of its readers about fifty dollars 
& year, instead of the paltry two dollars which is 
charged for it. 


_ The United Presbyterian, Pittsburgh, Pa.—Tar 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES Comes to us with several 
noticeabie improvements, typographicslly, and 
in the management of its matter, making it now 
the handsomest, as it has heretofore been, in many 
respects, the best Sabbath-school paper with 
which we are acquainted. 


The Southern Christian Advocate, Macon, Ga.— 
This admirable paper has just changed edito 
and with the change gives manifest Sridenee of 
decided improvement. . . . No paper is better 
worth the subscription price asked for it. 


The Christian Standard, Cincinnati.—THer Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs has long been the leading Sun- 
day school journal of this country, and conse- 
quently of the world. By a recent change in the 
editorial department it has been put in charge of 
H. Clay Trumbull, the acknowledged chief in the 
Sunday-school work, and we presume it will now 
be more valuable than ever. 


_ The National Sunday-School Teacher, Chicago.— 
Under its new management, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TIMEs has notably improved. ... Ty posraphi- 
cally, itis cleaner and more Christian-looking. .. . 
Editorially, the change is manifest in throwing 
the matter of the paper more into departments, 
and giving more of the news 1» ov#4te=--4 ffome 
within them. 


The Sunday-School Worker, Wilmington, Dela- 
ware.— We always looked upon this standard 
weekly as one of the best on this continent, now 
we cannot find superlatives enough to express 
the hearty commendation that it most assuredly 
deserves. 


The Conoregationalist, Boston.—A uew creature 
in journalism with the advent of its new editor, 
Henry Clay Trumbull. We now have a fresh, 
bright page, widened columns, and a new ar- 
rangement of the interior generally. In spirit, 
THE TIMES was always excellent; that spirit is 
now rivaled by its form. 


The Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.—An admirable 
paper, now greatly improved in external appear- 
ance. 


The Herald and Torchlight, Detroit.—THEr Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES Comes to our table with new 
clothes, well made, and a nice fit. Everybody 
says there is a very marked and noticeable im- 

rovement. This is saying a very good deal for 
Tue Times, for it has never been behind any of 
its contemporaries. Rev. H. Clay Trumbull takes 
the editorial chair, and if the number before us 
can be taken as a criterion from which to judge, 
there is to be a decided improvement all around. 


The Sunday-school Journal, New York.—Mr. 
Trumbull’s power is apparent in the new paper. 
He will make it not only a Sunday-school but a 
home religious paper, abreast of the times in all 
the great religious movements. The lesson-helps 
of THE TIMEs are especially fine. 


The Holston Methodist, Knoxville, Tenn.—Mr, 
Trumbull has hada large experience in Sunday- 
school journalism, and is in every way qualified 
for the responsible position to which he has been 
called. This one thing we take to be a matter for 
special congratulation, that while the Sunday- 
scbool has not among its editors a more ardent 
friend, sensational clap-trap has not a more re- 
lentless foe. 


The Baptist Union, New York.—The paper has 
always very fully met the demands of Sunday- 
school work, and been a gonenee favorite with 
teachers, the zeal and ability of the new editor 
will not lessen its efficiency. 


Our Bible Teacher, Dayton, Ohio.—The readers 
of the paper may congratulate themselves that 
under the care of Mr. Lrumbull, THe TIMgs can- 
not possibly loce anything in interest and value, 
but shall rather increase in all good qualities 
and graces as necessity demands. 


The Independent, New York.—With this week’s 
issue of THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMEs, Rev. H. Clay 
Trumbull assumes the editorship. He needs no 
commendation. Wherever he is known he is 
honored, and all the Sunday-school wold knows 
him. 


Central Protestant, Greensboro, N. C.—There is 
nothing dull from beginning to end. Noone who 
makes it his business to do Sabbath-school work 
ought to be or can afford to be without THE 
Timxs. Nor do we see how anybody can fail to 
be delighted with it. 


The Methodist Recorder, Pittsburgh, Pa.—THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIM&S appears in a new dress, 
with wider columns, changed head, and on bet- 
ter paper. The new editor makes a fair start, and 
has a rich experience in religious journalism to 
draw from in his impo:tant work. John Wana- 
maker is the publisher, and all liye Sunday-school 





workers are the readers, 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 
BROWN’S BRONCHIAL TROCHES, FOR 

Pulmonary and Asthmatic Disorders, 


many years, and have received testi- 
monials from eminent men who have 
used them, 


A PAPER For YounG PEoPLE.—The 
Youth’s Companion, of Boston, is one of 
the most judicious and enterprising 
sheets in the country, and in breadth of 
miscellaneous reading has no superior. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. " 


A nice and suitable Honipay Grrr is an $8 or a 
$5 Box of THE ALLAN HAY COMPANY'S un- 
rivalled Laundry Soap. With each one sold the 
Manufacturers present a box of their celebrated 


WINDSOR COMPANY'S TOILET SOAP. 
No charge for cartage. Depot 50 E. 23d Street. | 


THE Labor or Love, a beautifully illustrated 
Gospel Monthly, printed on tinted paper, and con- 
pag, Bee month a choice piece of music—is 
very ighly commended by many Cuaristian 
workers. Eightcen cents a year—for cen copies 
or Over per copy, pos paid, Any person order- 

before January 1, 1876, and inciosing the sub- 
ption price for the year, will be entitled toa 
copy of the superb Christmas numer, for every 
copy so ordered, free send for sample copy. 
ac om Erwin A. WILSON, Publisher, Springficid, 
no 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





have proved their efficacy by a test of 
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Try it, and if you do not like 
it, do not buy it. No charge 
for exhibiting our goods, 
Stopped promptly 
on order. 


THE INTERIOR 


A WEEKLY, LITERARY AND RELIGIOUS 
PAPER FOR ALL CLASSES. 


We prize it as among the very best of our ex- 
changes. For all! that a religious journal should 
be, it has few, if any, equals.—Missionary Euitor 
Zion's Herald ( Methodist). 

The ablest religious paper published in America 
—London Times. 

No paper on our exchange list is so sure of be- 
iug carried to our home for personal perusal, not 
even the sunniest Methodist pages bring more 
real warmth and grace and life.— Methodist (Pro- 
testant) Recorder. 

One of the brightes, wittiest, fajre««, and best- 
tempered of the wile brood of xeligious journals 
is the Chicago *7#™1U8. Let those who will say 
that old-fas!ued orthodoxy necessarily tends to 
make m-+ Ombre, dull, unsympathetic and cen- 
soriop + THE INTERIOR is a standing refutation of 
the charge. Its weekly visits would expel the 





WEST CHESTNUT STREET 
INSTITUTE, 
No. 4035 Chestnut Strest, 


PHILAPELPHI®s 
—vwUT NG LADIES. 





FOR 





This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situa ed in West Phi'adetphia. and combin:s ad- 
vantages of both city and countrys. 

For circulars with references address the Prin- 


cipal, 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS. 
LADIES 


desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 

under their charge, are respectfully invited to 

address the undersigned. Liberal arrangements 

will be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. 

Special terms to clergymen. 

WEED SEWING MACHINE Co., 
Hartford, Conn. 


HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that you saw this in THE SUN- 
DAY-8CHOOL TIMES.) 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC! 


Prof. Wm. Johnson, leader of the singing at 
Bethany Sunday school, Pni‘adelphia, speaks in 
terms of warm approval of the two pieces of 
Christmas music, 


“LIST! OH, LIST! THE JOY BELLS RING,” 


AND 
SFIOSANNA SONG,”’ 

the former published in THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

Times for December 11, and the lauer to appear 

in the December 25th number. 

Either piece of music will be sent, in sheet 
form. to any address, postage paid, for $200 per 
hundred copies. Address 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 

610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 




















76th Annual Display. 


HINRICHS’ 


HOLIDAY FANCY GOODS, 


CLOCKS, 
TOYS, CHINA, GLASS, BRONZ:S, 


Displayed and ready for Sale at 
29 & 31 PARK PLACE, Up Stairs. 
Also at Branch Store Opposite, 


30 to 36 Park Place, cor, Church St, 
NEW YORK. 


10 PIER CENT. NET. 
Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds 
Guarapteed. We loan nut to exceed one thiid of 
the value ascertained by personal inspection. In 
many year s business have never lost a doliar, We 
y the interest promatiy semi-annually in New 
York. No customer of ours ever waited a day for 


now certain. Send for particu.ars. References 
in every State in the Union. 
B 


. WATKINS & CO., Lawrerce, Kansas. 





interest, not even duriug the bardest time that | 
Kansas is likely ever to see Her prosperity is | 


+uues” from any household.— Christian Union, 
The most brilliant paragraphing in the religious 
press of America—hence in the world—is done in 
Chicago. Mr. , of THE INTERIOR, has given 
to his paper a reputatioa in that line on both sidcs 
“the ocean.— The Sunday-school Times, 


Tt sunaeary Une +., 
per I have évor exen.—.amlly and religious pa- 
tana. - Deer Lodge, Mun 


1 like you, INTERIOR, bocause you . 

kind companion, pure and elevated cenial, 
thoughts, always endeavoring to help us pur 
sinners to a higher, nobler life, like that of our 
Master.—J. C., Kansas City, Mo. 

THE INTERIOR is a most capita! paper, and richly 
merits public patronage. We could not do with- 
out it in our family. Count me its warm sup 
porter, as long as it is as ably conducted as at 
present.—N. W W., Santa Barbara, Cal. 

We consider THE INTERIOR the best edited pa- 
per in our church.—J. M. P., Sterling, IU. 

The above references to THE INTERIOR are buta 
few of similar expressions received during the 
Autumn of 1875. The paper appears, from corre 
spondence constantly coming to us, to be equally 
satisfactory to the aged, those in middle life, and 
the young. 





Largest size; 8 pages; 56 colamns: carefully 
edited in well defined departments. 


TERMS: For one year, $2.50 
in advance, post-paid; $3.00 if 
delayed over three months; three 
months on trial 50 cents. 


ADDRESS, 


THE INTERIOR, 
Room 50 McCormick Block, 


NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION OF 


DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


BY WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 


Smi'h’s Concise Dictionary of the Bible, compri - 
ing its Bicgraphy, Geography and Natural His- 
tory; with numerous Pians, Wood-cuts, and Ste | 
Engravings Pretace'y Rev. Dr. Day, and a Sup- 
nlement by Rev. Hema: Lincoln, D ¥. One vol 

siex 8vo. Cloth, 84.00. To ehich is appended 
acomplete History of the Jewish Nat on, witn 
Index. Also Items and Illustrations of recent 
dis overies, making an add tion of 140 pages 
without addition to the price 


D. LOTHROP & Co., Publishers, Boston. 


Get HARRIET BEECHER STOWE'S 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CHRISTMAS STORY, 


~BRTTY'S BRIGHT IDEA, 


One of the most de’ightful of Mrs. Stowe’s stories 
end in her bes: style—a genuine Christmas Carol 
in itself. Better than anything of the kind since 
the days of Dickens. The book contains several 
others of her characteristic tales. Choicely illus- 
trated. In IJuminated Paper Covers, 30 cents; 
Fancy Cloth, 75 cents. 

*,* For Sale by ali Booksellers and Newsdealers, 
or will be mailed, postpaid, oa receipt of price by 





ax-Collections throughout the West a specialty. 


). B. FORD & CO., Publishers, New York. 











ROBO 


CONFECTIONERY, ETC. 


STEPHEN F. WHITMAN & SON 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Inimitably Fine Confections, 


CHOCOLATE AND COCOA, 


FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS. 


CHOICE MIXED CONFECTIONERY, 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL FESTIVALS. 
S, W. Cor. 12th & Market Sts.. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 


Py] 16 ¥ uJ 
FESTIVALS. 
Any Sunday-school planning to hold a holiday 
festival will do well to arrauge for its supply of 


ICE CREAM, FINE CONFECTIONERY, ETC., 
with H, M. MORSE, 3936 Locust Street, Philadel- 


— LARGE VARIETY AT FAIR PRICES. 


SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS ! 


—TO— 


SUNDAY-SCILOOLS 


CROFT, WILBUR & (0, 


No. 1226 MARKET s7r., 


Manufacturers of the finest 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


HOLIDAY aoons. 
2oO2c. Go 9oOoc. 
TO THE 


GREAT BOSTON 96. STORE, 


FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS, 
227 N. Eighth St., Philadelphia. 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Headquarters for 
Novelties, Fans, Combs, Fancy Jewelry, 
Leather, Toilet, Usefal and Ornamental 
Goods, and Manufacwrer of Umbrellas. 
H. DIXON, 21 S. Eighth street, Phila. 


Ww 
18 karat gold Engagement and Wedding Rings. 


yanons JEWELRY, OLAMONDS reset to order. 
] W. BAILY’S, Jeweller, No. 622 MARKET 81. 


RS. M. A. BINDER’S OPENING OF 

Winter Bonnets and Hats, Dress Trimmings 
Laces, Fancy Goods; also Dressmaking, No. 1101 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


$3. “BEST” Printing Press. (Just Out) 
Warranted to print Cood as 
$500 Presses. (With same type.) 
cfm Send Stamp for Specimens. 
Cw Agents Wanted in every town. 
W.C EVANS, Inventor & Manut’r. 
50 North Ninth Street, Phil’a. 





PRESENTS. 


ITOLIDAY 





HOWARD TALLMAN &€ CO, 
(Successors to E G. STONES & Co.,) 
HARDWARE MERCHANTS, 607 Market St., Phit’a., 


Have on hand a Complete Assortment of Goods 
in their line for the Holidays, viz.: Skates, Tool 





Confectionery, Chocdlate and Cocva, 


) se and presents. Will give a liberal 
eT a discount for 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL FESTIVALS. 


x L WORKERS 
SUNDAY-SCHOO n= CHILDR 


EX 
SUNDAY-SCHPanERS or THE TIMES 


pa «fonize the Popular 
ov 


pjni~ and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 


INSURANCE. 
1825. 1875. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capitel, $400,000.00, - - 


FIRE 


Assets, $1,572,139 92, 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


THE 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


ASSETS, January ist, 1875, . 
SURPLUS, . 


$13,256,440.68 
1,292,543.41 


Insurance effected on all the desirabie plans. 
erm insurance under the plan of 


Deposit Insurance 


a special feature in this company. Send for cir- 
Culars aud pamphlets issued by this company. 


JAS. C. WALKLEY, Pres, 
8. H, WHITE, Vice- Pres. and Treas. 


HALSEY STEVENS, Sec’y. 
Ww, L. Squirs, Ass’t Sec'y, L. W. Meecu, Actuary, 


CHURCH BELLS. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 
Manufacture a Superior Quality of BELLS. CHURCH 


and CHAPEL BELLS a Specialty. 
a@@- Tlhustrated Catalogues sent free, 


BRUCHKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Rstadlished in 1837 
Superior Bells of Coy rand Tin 
mounted with the best Rotary Hang 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Farms 
Pactories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, ete. Fully 
Warrante 1. 
Lilustraced Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
103 and 104 Kast Second St. .Cincimnat! 












A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 
re uted equal to any made; solid gold fill- 
t $8 ; silver fillings, $1. New York Dental Rooms, 


Chests Scroll Saws, Fine Pocket and Table Cut- 
ery, Scissors in Cases, Etc. 


ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS 

Samples for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. 
Ov®,100 different views of the Holy Land. 

\ MENRY, G@len’s Falls, N. Y. 


Marcy's Sciopticon an. 
New and brilliant effects.“ QRterm Slides. 


SPECIAL offer to SUNDAY-SCHUU Lo. 


u. J. MARCY, 1340 Cuestnurt 8T., Philadelphia. 


MACIC LANTERNS. 

The ARTOPTICON is the most power- 
ful Coal Onl Lantern, especia’!y edapt- 
ed for Svaday-Schools, Slides re- 


li 
ne duced, Catalogues sent on receint cf 
we stamp 





' WM. Y. McALLISTER, 
BA 7:28 CHESTNUT ST., PHILAD’A 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS | 
STEREOPTICONS, MAGIC LANTERNS. 


AND SLIDES. 

E. & H. T. ANTHONY & Co, 591  roaaway, N. Y. 
Chromos and Frames; Stereoscopes and Views ; 
Graphoscopes, Megalethoscores, Albums and 
Photographs of Celebrities; Photo-Lantern Slides 
a 2 Manufacturers of Photographic Ma- 
terla.s, Awarded first premium at the Vienna 


TOTEM. 


An amusing and instruct- 
ive game for children. 
Finely illustrated. Sent 
postpaid for twenty-tive 
cents. 


Exposition. 










WM. R. GOULD, Sue- 
cessorto WEST & LEE 
GAME CO., Worcester, 
ass. 

Send three cent stamp 
for catalogue of games. 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double barrel gun, bar or front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and a good shooter, 
OR NO BALE ; With Flask, Pouch and Wad-cutter. for 
e15. Can be sent 0. é. D. with privilege to exami 
before ying bill. Send stamp for circular to 
POWELL & SON, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, 0. 


CHURCH FURNITURE, ETC. 


OW. & R. LAMB.59.CARMINE ST.N.Y 
'/Pulpits: CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
VExclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Silk $. $. Banners in colors & gold, $6. 








Catalogues, 350 Illus., post-free, 15 cts. 


John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting, 


J.& @. H. GIBSON “antique Church case, wo. 


y Antique Church Glass, &c. 
128 & 125 South Eleventh S8t., Phila. 


UNDERTAKERS. 


iw JAMES McKNIGHT, 
2010 Fairmount Av. | Pornishing Undertaker 
WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 





blished 185]. Dr. MeaDER,!262 6th Avenue. 


the night or day ¥ JAMES ATTWOOD. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


AGENTS WANTED for our new book on 


MOODY'& SANKEY 
And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 


By an EMINENT CHICAGO DIVINE, & NEIGHBOR of 
Mr. Moopy for years, and an EYE WITNESS of, and 
PARTICIPANT in his great revival meetings in 


ENGLAND. Endorsed and approved hy emicent 
Christians. Says Prest. Fowler of the Norra 
WESTERN UNIVERSITY :—" May God grant this book 


a million reaters, and many converts lo Crist. 

Send for circulars to ae 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
118 Ranpo.ups °T., CAICAGO ILL 


A USEFUL BOOK 


F or every Sunday-School Teacher and Superintendent. 


A DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, Comprising its An- 
tiquities, Biograpbies, Geography, and Natural 
H story, with lilustrations and Maps. Edited ty 
William Smith, Lu.D. Price, 8250 Mailed on 
receipt of price. Agents Wanted. 


JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., Publishers, Chicago. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 40.000 of the Genuine 

Lin AND LABORS OF {a 
already sold, demand increasing. Fullof thrilling 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are 
eager to get it, and more good agents are needed 
at once. Profits are splendid. For particulars 


address HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, 723 San- 
som Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED 


For Dr. March's Great Work. 


NIGHT SCENES. 


In the Bible. Sells everywhere, and always 
pleases. The Christian Herald says—‘‘ it is full of 
truth, precious as gems ina style « fgolden purity 
and beauty.” Commended by Ministers of all de- 
nominations, the Press and “| men every- 
where. Send for circulars with full description. 
Thousands will be sold for HOLMDAY 
PRESENTS. Address J. ©. McCURDY & CO., 
26 8. Seventh st, Philadelpbia, Pa. 


aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
$12 terms free, TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


WANTED ! 


A MAN OF ABILITY AND EXPERIENCE PREFERRED 


IN EVERY STATE! 


To manage the sale of one or more of my pub- 
lications. 

ONLY A SMALL CAPITAL NECESSARY, 
Iam paying salaries from $4,200 to 83 000, 
and expenses, per year. State age, experience, 
and territory preferred. 

W. J. HOLLAND & CO., 

Springfield, Mass., or Chicago, Tl. 





\ ANTED. Old Agents, Ladies, and 

Clergymen, to solicit Subscriptions for a New 
Rel'gious Work. Highly commended by clergy- 
men of all denominstions. Terms liberal. ad- 
dress J. P. Fitcn, Publisher, Box 449, Hartford. Ct 


Ornamental Cards, 5 Ces'gns, 10 ets. mixed 
Cards with name, 10 cts., 20 Acquaintance 
Cards, 10 cents postpaid. Send three-cent stamp 
for Agent’s Outfit. L. JONES & CO.. Nassau, N. Y. 


te $00 8 lee, Sere cune 


17 A WEEK to Agents, Old and Young, Mak 
aud Female, in their locality. Terms anc 

UTFIT FREE. Address, P.O. Vickery & Co., 
Augusta, Maine. 


A WEEK.—Agents wanied Businoss per 

| manent. No soliciting required. For 
14 further particulars, address 

J. KENNEDY & CO., Richmond, Indiana 


100 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 

Work popular with all denominations. 
Positively the very best chance of the year for 
first class agents. For circulars, address HM. &, 
Goodspeed «& Co., 14 Barclay 81., N. ¥. 


Agents Wanted! Medals & Diplomas 
Awarded for HOL- 


mAN’s NEW PICTORIAL BIBLES. 


1,300 Illustratiowes. Address for Circulars 
A. J. HOLMAN & C@., 930 Arch St., Phila. 


AGENTS *"" GRAND NEW BOOK. 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 


of SCLENCE with RELIGION; or, 
MODERN SKEPTICISM MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The grandest theme and most vital question of the 
day. By the author of “ SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE” 
Every man, woman, and child wants to read it. It 
saves the Christian a reason for his faith, proves 
the wonderful discoveries of Science in harmony 
with God's Word, disproves the Tyndall asser- 
tions, and destroys the Darwin theo It sells 
beyond all expectation First agentsold 33, second 
17, third 25. first week. First agent 31 second 
week. Everybody buysit. Avoid the sensational 
trash advertised by other publishers, and secure 
territory for this book, that sells because the peo- 
ple need and want it. Send for circular and 
terms toagents, P. W. ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SURTE MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and al! 
other slate work on hand or made to order. Fac 
tory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVENUE 
WILSON € MILLER, Philadciphia. 
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SAFES. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 







FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SA FES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


CHURCH ORGANS. 


{Established 1846.]} 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


Brattloboro, 7 t. 
ge Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


PHILADELPHIA WAREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 
ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS & ARION PIANOS, 
1308 CHESENUT STREET. 
E. M. BRUCE & C0. 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


PIPE ORGANS, 

Of all sizes, for Churches, Chapels, Halls and 
Pariors. 

An assortment of SFCOND-HAND ORGANS for sale 
very low. WATER MoTERS applied. 

Descriptive Circuiars and Specifications with 
information on all subjects connected with our 
art, cheerfuliy furnished. 


Ww ATE RS’ 
C? 


CONCERTO ORGANS 
are themost beautiful 7 
style and perfect intone ever 

made. The CONCERTO 
’ STOP isthe best ever pla- 
ced in any Organ. It is pro- 
duced by an extre set 





me of ree peculiarly 
3 voiced, the EFFECT 
of which is MOST 


: a TION of the HUMAN 
BY || . * VOICE IS SUPERB. 
ait : : EWATERS’ NEW 
et __ ORCHESTRAL, and 
= "VIALESTE OR- 
Se = GANS, in Unique 
French Cases, combine PURITY of VOICING 
with great volume of tone. 

WATERS’ NEW SCALE PIANOS 
have great power and a fine singing tone, with 
all modern improvements, ont are the BEST 
PIANOS MADE, These Organs and Piano: 
cre warranted for six years. PRICES EX- 
TREMELY LOW /or cash or part cash ano 
balance in monthly payments. Pianos and 
Organs to rent until paid for as per contract. 
AGENTS WANTED. Special inducements to 
the trade. A liberal discount (to Teachers, Min, 
isters, Churches, Schools, Lodges, etc, [llustrated 
Catalogues Mailed. ——w 

' HORACE WATERS & SONS, 

4851 Broadway, New York... P. 0. Box 3567 











EDUCATIONAL. 


WM. FEWSMITH’S 


Scrootxkt,. 
Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
1008 Chestuut St., Phila, 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
SACL W. CRITTENDEN, Principal). 


Author of “Crittenden's Treatise on Book- 
keeping.” No classes. Separate rooms for Lad:es. 
Evening sessions, after September 15th. Send 
for circulars giving full particulars. 








IN BUYING Machine Twist it is im 
DEUREKA portant for the ladies to know 


(CRETE which is the moet reliable. It 


—=—a. — 





[sitr] is the Eureka, sold by dealers 


every where, 





— 


on 


hs aera 


December 25, 1875.] 


NEw PUBLICATIONS. 
20 NEW 


CHOICE GFT BOOKS ! 


FOR HOLIDAYS. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


* FAIRLY WIHOUT A RIVAL”-Congregationalist. 
== nf THE MOST EMINENT 
. Authors of the day, such 
\ ES as Hon. W.E. Gladstone, 
Prof. Max Matler. Prof. 
Haxley, Dr. W. B. Car- 
enter, Prof. 'Syndall, 
. A. Proctor. Francis 
Power Cobbe. The Duke 
efArgyvll, J. A Froude, 
Mrs. Maioch. Mrs. @Oli- 
| pene Miss Thackeray. 
ean Ingelow, Geo. Mac- 
Donald, Wm. Black, An- 
' theny Trollope, R. D. 
Blackmore, Matthew Arnold, Hepry 
Kingsiey, fhomas Carlyle, w. 
Story, Robert Buchanan, Tennyson. 
Browning, and many others, are represented 
in the pages of 


TIPTELLS LIVING AGE. 


In 1876 THE LIVING AGE enters upon its thirty- 
third year. It has never failed to receive the 
warmest support of the best men and journals of 
the country, and has met with constantly in- 
creasing success. Having recently absorbe@ its 
younger competitor “EVERY SATUR- 
——* itis now without a rival in its special 
field. 

A weekly magazine of sixty-four pages, it gives 
more than 


THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 


double-column octavo pages of reading-matter 
yearly, forming four large volumes. It presents 
in an inexpensive form, considering its great 
amount of matter, with freshness, owing to its 
weekly issue, and with a satisfactory completeness 
attempted by no other publication, the best Es- 
says, Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of 
Travel, and Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biogra- 
phical, Historical, and Political Information, 
from the entire body of Foreign Periodical Liter- 
ature. 

During the coming year, the serial and short 
stories of the 

LEADING FOREIGN AUTHORS 

will be given, together with an amount umap- 
proached by any other periodical in 


the world, of the best literary and scientific 
matter of the day, from the pens of the above- 












_named, and many other foremost living Essayists, 


Scientists, Critics, Discoverers, and Editors, repre- 
te every department of Knowledge and 


Phe ‘tmportance of THE LIVING AGE to every 
American reader, as the only satisfactorily fresh 
and COMPLETE compilation of an indispensable 
current literature,—indispensable because it em- 
braces the productions of 


THE ABLEST LIVING WRITERS 


in all branches of Literature, Science, Art, and 
Politics —is sufficiently indicated by the follow- 


ing recent 
OPINIONS. 


“Ought to find a place in every American 
Home.”—N. Y. Times. 

“In no other single publication can there be 
found so much of sterling literary excellence.”— 
N.Y. Evening Post. 

“It reproduces the best thoughts of the best 
minds of the civilized world. upon all topics of 
living interest.— Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“ Wherever there is culture and breadth of view 
it is appreciated, and the more it is appreciated 
the higher will rise the tone of American litera- 
ture and the taste of American readers.’’—Chicago 
Inter- Ocean. 

“The best of all our eclectic publications.”— 
The Nation, New York. 

“ and the cheapest. @ monthly that comes every 
week.” — The Advance, Chicago. 

* A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain 
of entertainment and instruction.” — Hon, Robert C. 
Winthorp. 

“The best periodical in America.”—Rev. Dr. 
Cuyler. 

“Its pages teem with the choicest literature of 
the day.”—N. Y. Tribune. 

“ With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with 
all that is important in the literature, history, 
politics, and science of the day.”— The Methodist, 

,y. 


BX. 

“ The ablest essays, the most entertaining stories, 
the finest poetry of the English language, are here 
gathered together.”—JUinois State Journal. 

“Its publication in weekly numbers gives to it 
a great advantage over its monthly contemporaries 
in the spirit and freshness of its contents.—The 
Pacific, San Francisco. , 

“It is the only compilation that presents with a 
satisfactory completeness, ag{well as freshness, the 
best literature of the almost innume able and gen- 
erally tnaceessible European quarterlies, month- 
lies, and weeklies—a literature embracing the pro- 
ductions of the ablest writers living. It is, there- 
fore, indispensable tn every one who desires a thorough 
compendium. of all that is admirable and noteworthy 
in the literary world.”— Boston Post. ‘ ‘ 

“It has no equal in any country.— Philadelphia 
Press. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY at $8.00 a year free of postage. 
Volume begins January 1. New subscribers re- 
mitting now will receive the intervening numbers 


gratis. 
Address LITTLE & GAY, Boston. 


Club Prices for the Best Home and Foreign 
Literature. 


| Possessed of THE Livinc AGE and one or other 
of our vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber 
will find himself in command of the whole situa- 
tion”"—Phila Ev'g Bulletin } 

For $10.50 THE LIVING AGE and either one of the 
American $4.00 Monthlies (or Harper's Weekly or 
Bazar, or Appleton’s Journal, weekly) will be sent 
for a year, post id; or, for $950 THe Livinc 
AGeand Scribner's St. Nicholas. 

Address as above. 





THE SUN DAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS, 


English and American editions, for sale at very 
low prices at the Depository of the Pennsylvania 
Bibie Society, Corner of Walnut and Seventh 
Streets, Philadelphia. 


REV. DR. RUFUS W.CLARK’S 
Commentary on the 


Inlernalional $. §. Lessons, 


FOR 1876, 
is now ready, giving just the in- 


formation needed by Sunday- 
school Teachers in preparing 


their lessons. 1 Volume, 12mo., 
$1.00. Sold by all Booksellers, 
and sent by mail on receipt of 
price by the Publishers, 

DODD & MEAD, 





751 Broadway, N. Y./| 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





BEST IIOLIDAY GIFT, 
For Parent, Child, Teacher, Pastor, Friend. 
WEBSTER’S 


UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY, 


3000 Engravings: 1840 Pages ito. 


INDERGARTEN, | cer‘s\menses ta tine Nev 
elf 8 me Ne 
Engiand Journal of Education, Beet, blame 

Miss E. P. Peabody edits bereafter a Kinder- 
garten Department in Zhe New England. Teach- 
ers and parents intere ted will send stamp for spe- 
cimen copy and full information. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES 


OF OUR 


“Heavenly Tidings,” 


(SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPER,) 
Before ordering for the new year. 
Address, FAIRBANKS & Co., Chicago, Ill. 


ONLY $3.00 PER YEAR! 


N 
erie 





The price for 1876 will be $8.00, in advance. 
ttory a MAGAZINE FOR THE FAMILY CIRCLE. 
and the greatest variety possible in the literary matter of its pages,—Essays, Lsq/ISl- 
TIONS, ADVENTURES FROM REAL LIFE, BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES, PYEMS, 


[on THIRTY-SIXTLE VOLUME of this 


AND PAPERS OF PRACTICAL UTILITY. 


In the Editorial Department will be embraced, Women’s Work AT Hod? AND 
ABROAD, ART Notes, ITEMS, NOTES AND QUERIES, CONTEMPORARY LITER g7UR™ 3». 
I1TOR’s TABLE, NOT FORGETTING A SIDEBOARD FOR THE C2=28EN- ihe Ex 






3) 
<7 e 


Lory 
Bp: SR rt ret ‘a 
Magazine begins with the January number, 


It is intended to make the Aefs- 
It will comprehend the widest rage 





itor wil 


discuss living questions of the day, both in Chureh =“ State. 


The general features of the Repesie... «2 an ART MaGazIne will be retained. 


Tt will 


be illustrated with STEEL ENGRAVINGS, and their high artistic character, which has 
made them a distinguishing feature of the Refosefory, wil be fully maintained. 

We propose that the pure tone of the Reposttory, the exrelleney of its prose articles, 
and merit of its poetry, its presentation of the moral and intelectual work of woman in 
the home and in society, and the freshness and variety of its editorial notes, shall make it 


the favorite of the Christian family. 


HITCHCOCK & WALDEN, 


Cincinnati, Chicage, St, Louis. 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 


New York. 








/OLDEN 





HOURS 





FOR 1876. 
The Cheapest First-class Illustrated Mouthly Magazine for Boys and Girls, 


EaAcu number contains forty-eight octavo pages, printed on fine paper, from 
new type, with a beautiful frontispiece, besides numerous illustrations. 

A large variety of matter will be given in its pages, comprising Tales, Travels, 
Biography, Science, Natural History, Incidents, etc., all tending to refine, inspire, 


and elevate the young reader. 


CAREFUL 


Can feel entirely safe in putting the Golden Hours in the family. 


PARENTS 


It is free from 


every objectionable feature in illustrations and reading-matter, and adapted to a 
place in the Christian and moral household. 


A VOLUME OF 576 PAGES 


Is furnished in the twelve numbers for the year, which, bound up, affords, ata 
small expense, at amount of reading-matter that would cost five times the sub- 


scription-price. 


Only $1.60 a Year, Post-paid. 


HITCHCOCK & WALDEN, 
Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis. 


EVANGELICAL. UNDENOMINATIONAL. 
AMERICAN 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKER. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
Reduced rates fer 1876. Single copies. 
81.20 per annum. Send for sample. Address 
the publisher, CHARLES B. HOLMES, 608 North 
Fourth Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


HENDERSON’S 


Sauday-School Library Record 


NEW AND IMPROVED. 


Mailed, postpaid, on receipt of price, $1.25, by the 
Publisher, 
FAIRBANKS & CO, 





D4 & 56 Madison Street, Chicago. 





NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
New York. 


{ Stiff 
Cloth 
Cover 
Binds 
Strong 
Keeps 
And Papers 
Binder Nice 


Twenty centssingle. Fifteen Dollars per hundred. 
EBEN SHUTE, 
International §. 8, Supp!y Company, 

36 Bromfield St., Boston, 


Scholars’ 
Quarterly 
And 
Lesson 
Paper 
Cover 


Drour>of 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


AComplete Family Newspaper 


THE METHODIST 


FOR 1876. 








Independent, Praternal, & Progressive. 





DAVID H. WHEELER, D.D., Editor. 
H.W. DOUGLAS, Pub. Agent. 





TERMS $2.50 IN ADVANCE 
POSTAGE 20c. ADDITIONAL 





A free paper to the end of this 
year to all who subscribe 
now for 1876. 


25 te MET is a reli 
e true broad seuse of the term - . 
nominational i: name and re routing. coal , 
the interests of the Methodist tpiscopal Churen, 
it is unsectaritn in spirit. incnleating true Chris. 
tian charity and adv me fraternity, not on.y 
bein Ueeagsot erate Oo ao ves 
* é Oo “a 
The publishale invite atonty 





gious newspaper in 





I invite attention i 
weeding features: its editorial page cab ameien 
Wy able writing on the leading questions of the 
ag, beh religious and secular, with brief and 
— editorial paragraphs on minor topics; its 
—~ pondence, beth home and foreign, is spir y 
nd luteresting ; its Cont: ibuted articles are able 
snd Serene; its exp sition of the “ Interna. 
— — Lesson’ has been pronounced the 
- pu ished ; its Sermon Department is espe- 
cla:ly attractive, far surpassing any other jourual 
we know of, furoishing a i — 


week! ‘ 
representative preaches of the "Methodist “aa 


eres dong mie dons, and are reported expres 
particclarly riccl’he children’s Depertineee nc, 
Fresh Stories a Ch@d interesting, containing 
Selectious, Puzzles, Enh the Little Folks, Cho ce 
menced a splendia New 86 etc. It has just com- 
terest, written by one of* Story cf great in- 
authors. It also furnish s news most talented 
branches of the great Methodist fair the various 
denominations, wgether with interesung other 
lany, embracing Poems, Sketches, Incite ico.) 
Travel, etc. In short, the aim of its puolislic af 
to make it in every respect a complete 


RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY NEWSPAPER. 
It will be edited, as now, by 
DAVID H. WHEELER, D.D., 


late Professor of English Literature in the North- 
western University, at Evanston Ills, who is an 
able and ready writer, aud who brings to bis work 
ability, culture, and experience, and of whom 
Zion's Herald says, that he “exhib.ts more than 
ordinary facility for editorial work, and marked 
facility in short and sharp comments upon the 
patent thoughts of the hour.” 

THE METHODIST is one of the handsomest of 
the religious weeklies, it contains 20 pages every 
week, with leaves all shaved and backs gummed. 
Its price has been reduced to Two Do.lars and 
Fifty Cents a year, with an additional 20 cents 
for yearly postege which remit with above, 
making in atl $2.70. 

Every subscriber, both old and new, will receive 
Free a copy of any one of the ‘ollowing, viz.: Ist. 
A beautitul Map of Palestine, from a survey by 
Rawson, and published by Lloyd, size 3 t. 2in. by 
2ft. 5in.: this Map should be in the possession of 
every Minister. Bible Student,and Sunday school 
Teacher. 2d. Our fine s'eel engraving by Bu tre, 
of Wesley and the Bishops of the M E. Church, 
from Coke and Asbury down to those elect-d at 
the last General Co ference inclusive. 3d. A fine 
stee: engraving of the late Rev. Alfied Cookman, 
or of the Rev. ''. M. Eddy, D.D., both ty Ritch e. 
4th. Our beautiful Centennial Chromo, The Uld 
Arm Chair, or Times in 1776. 

Those who prefer a specimen copy before sub 
scribing will receive one on receipt of a three-cent 
posiage stamp to prepay postage on same 

Jood canvassing Agents wanied every where, to 
whom liberal commi sions will be paid. 

In remitting funds for subscriptions, send a P. 
O. Money Order or Registered Letter or Check. 

Address, 


H. W. DOUGLAS, 
Publishing Agent of THE METHODIST, 
114 Nassan St,, N. Y. 


You NBTEYD 
FOR YOUR 


STUDY, SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
BIBLE-CLASS, AND HOME, 


THE NEW AND 
COMPREHENSIVE MAP 


OF THE 


Holy Land and Bible History. 


The sizeof the Map is four by six feet, printed 
on beavy calendered paper, with substantial can- 
vass back, and mounted on Ro. ler and Cornice. 


JAMES H. V. SMITH, 

Publisher & Proprietor. 
Send (three-cent stamp inclosed) for Complete 
Circulars to JAMEs H. V. SMITH & CO., No. 

60 East Washington St., Indianapolis, Indiana, 
This MAP is highly commended by The Sun- 
day-school Times, S 3. Journal, S. 8S. Teacher, 
Herald and Presbyter, Christian Times and Witness, 
and the numerous Advocates, and many promi- 





nent Sunday school Workers, 














$1 


832 


QUOTATIONS. 


A SOUTHERN CHRISTMAS 
EVE. 
{E. M.S,, in St. Nicholas for January.| 


°lT) WAS Christmas in a Southern town, 
The air was soft and sweet, 
And the sinking sun looked brightly down 
On the gay and crowded street, 
While roses and violets blooming near 
Made my little girl say, ‘‘Is it Christmas 
here? ° 


** At home the snow is on the ground, 
The air is cold and cloar 

And greene and holly are hung around, 
To help the Christmas cheer. | , 

How can St. Nicholas come in his sleigh, 

If all the snow is melted away ? 


“What will he do with his big fur coat, 
The icicles on his hair? 
The tinkling bells won't sound a note, 
With no Jack Frost in the air. 
'T would just be folly, O mother dear! 
To hang up my stocking—no Christmas 
here!” 


But I said, ‘I see the Christmas star 
High in these Southern ukies, 
And the Christmas light is \treaming far, 
And shines in the people's eyes, 
I’m sure St. Nick will find the way sak 
Without Jack Frost andthe reindeer sleigh.” 


Zarly my little girl went to bed, 
"That the night mipglt chorter eoetn : 


THE SUNDAY “SCHOOL TIM ES. 











sonally ; and his generous maintenance 
os bis ove cnn af SOR8 of eee wm Se 
reat service to the colo cause. 
P The owners of the house after the Revo- 
lution were Nathaniel Tracy (whom 
Washington visited for an hour in 1789), 
Thomas Russell, and Dr. Andrew Craigie. 
Talleyrand and Lafayette slept in it, and 
in 1833 Jared Sparks commenced to keep 
house within its historic rooms, Everett, 
and Worcester, the lexi pher, also 
occupied it for a time, and Mr. Long- 
fellow took up his abode in it in 1837. 
At first he merely rented a room, estab- 
lishing himself in Washington’s south- 
east hed-chamber. Here he wrote — Hy- 
perion” and “ Voices of the Night. D 
the dwelling, in one room and another, 
almost all books, save the two which 
date from his Bowdoin professorship, 
have been produced. Longfellow had 
not long been an occupant of the house 
before he bought it. Its timbers are per- 
fectly sound. The lawn in front is neatly 
kept ; and across the street there stretches 
a yreen meadow as far as the banks of 
the Charles, -. ~ by the t to pre- 
serve his view. . Longfellow himself, 
as he draws near seventy, is a fine pic- 
ture of beautiful manhood. It has been 
remarked by his friends that his health 
has much improved since he delivered 
his poem, “ Morituri Salutamus,” at the 
fiftieth anniversary of his graduation. 
And all Cambridge, down to coal-heavers 
and hod-carriers, reveres him for his 





And goarce bad she eed her euny 


Then she dreamed a beautiful dream, 
And wondrous music seemed to bear 
A message of joy on the balmy air. 


Nearer and nearer it seemed to come, 
Sweeter and sweeter it grew, 

Till the Christmas light was in the room, 
And the Christmas glory too ; 


While the angels’ song rang from the sky,— 


‘All glory be to God on high!” 


“All glory be to God on high,), ' 
Ana peace, good-will on op, 
Thus joyous rose the aygsjrth .— 
To hail our Saviovpassed away, 
And ere the radined on Christmas-day. 
The light had 


- cELLOW’S RESIDENCE, 
Lf CAMBRIDGE, 
[Charles F, Richardson, in Harper's Mugazine for 
January.) 


j\EW private houses in the United 
States are so well known as the resi- 
dence of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
#0 often has it been described by affec- 
tionate antiquarian and enthusiastic pil- 
grims. It is not only the home of our 
most celebrated poet, it also surpasses in 
historic interest any building in New 
England, with the sole exception of Fa- 
neuil Hall, Its age, as compared with 
that of other Cambridge houses, is not 
t. It was built in 1759 by Colonel 
John Vassall, a firm loyalist, who fled to 
England in 1775, his property in Cam- 
bridge and Boston having been confis- 
pen. § Its next occupant was Colonel 
John Glover, a bold little Marblehead 
soldier, who quartered some of his troo 
in the spacious structure. When Wash- 
ington rode into Cambridge on Sunday, 
June 2, 1775, he was greatly pleased with 
the appearance of the house, and having 
had it cleaned, he established himself 
therein during the same month, Martha 
Washington arrived at the home in De- 
cember, and Washington remained in it 
until April of the following year. The 
southeast room on the first floor Wash- 
ington took for his study, in which the 
councils of war were all held during the 
atay of the commander-in-chief in Cam- 
bridge. He slept just overhead, always 
retiring at nine o'clock. The spacious 
room behind the study, which Mr, Long- 
fellow now uses for his library, was oc- 
cupied by Washington’s military family, 
as a rule a pretty large one. A general’s 
“military family,” in English parlance, 
comprised his whole staff. Washington 
was not averse to a certain amount of 
official splendor, and was luckily rich 
enough to carry out his whim in the mat- 
ter of making his assistants a part of his 
ordinary household. Trumbull, the artist, 
complained rather sarcastically that he, 
for one, could not keep his head up in 
the magnificent society of the house. “ I 
now found myself,” he averred, “in the 
family of one of the most distinguished 
men of the age, surrounded at his table 
by the prine.pal officers of the army, and 
in constant intercourse with them. It 
was further my duty to receive company 
and do the honors of the house to many 
of the first people of the country.” But 


Washington was thrifty and frugal per. | 


benignity, and remembers him not only 
‘g a poet, but as a kind and gentle man. 





CHILDHOOD’S FANCIES. 
(T. \ Higginson. in Scribner’s for January.) 


W E\o not sufficiently remember that 

tie most hum-drum daily life is 

esserlally idgal to an imaginative child, 
’ 


» is, at vetly wWaa)i 
{secret of the charm of “ = yo 


chester” is, that in the early chapters x 
describes the enchantment produced by 
music on many a susceptible child, por- 
traying emotions such as maay have ex- 
ta grey but none had ever before 

ared to describe. There is nothing in 
it which overstates what I can remember 
to have felt in childhood when lyirg 
awake in’ bed, after dark, and listening 
to my sister’s piano. It may have been 
a nightly ten minutes, at most, but I 
perceive now, in looking back, that the 
music lulled all childish sorrows to sleep, 
and drew a curtain of enchantment over 
the experience of every day. And even 
without such melodious aid, children 
will take the echoes of the most prosaic 
events and weave them into song and 
legend for themselves. How vivid the 
— of the lonely life of the Bronté 

ousehold, with their mighty dramas, 
into which Bonaparte and the Duke of 
Wellington enter, and the wayfaring 
man at the door is caught up into the 
romance. But a thousand such childish 
experiences are unrecorded. We go to 
visit the families of our friends, and find 
that we have long served as dramatis 
persone to their children. They have 
only heard of us, have never seen us; but 
they have long since painted us in their 
na played us in their games, named 

lls or boats after us, and taken us with 
them on imaginary voyages to the North 
Pole. They have supplemented their 
own lives, in short, by including in fancy 
the experience of every life with which 
they come in contact. . . 

Every autumn I collect in my room 
the young seed-vessels of the common 
milk-weed, which may be found by every 
road-side. They presently open, and all 
winter long the graceful tufts of sheen 
silk are slowly detaching themselves wi 
constant, tireless, noiseless motion ; each 
mounting into currents of warm air and 
silently floating away. You cannot keep 
these little voy down ; yo cannot 
guide them as they soar; they are pre- 
sently found clinging in unexpected 
places and are set free at a touch, to float 
aye! again; they er, 4 the room with 
a delicate wrial life of their own. Like 





i 
these winged things are the fancies of 
childhood, giving to the vital seed of 
thought its range ; bearing it lightly over 
impurities and obstructions, till it falls 
into some fitting soil at last, there to re- 
— itself and bear fruit a hundred 
old. 


OING 1 SCHOOL | Every parent having a 

» | chiida tending schvol 

| shoud read each weck the New England Jour- 

nal «f Kéducatim, Boston, Mass, and know 

whether the jeaching their children receive is 

| the best and accord.ng to the best m. thods oar not, 
Send stamp fur capy, 








PERIODICALS, ETC. 


1876, Prospectus, 1876, 


THE 


BAPTIST UNION, 


No. 37 Park Row, N. Y- 
A SIXTEEN-PAGE WEEKLY, 


LIBERAL BAPTIST ORGAN, 


ADVOCATING 


Fervent Picty, Christian Activity, In- 
dependence of the Churches, Per- 
sonal Liberty, Co-Operation 
and Fellowship among alli 
Evangelical Baptists, 

AND 
A Manifestation of Christian Union 
by the Communion of Saints rather 
than the Communion of Sects 
at the Lord’s Table. 


ae 
EDITORS. REUBEN JEFFERY, DD. 


CORRESPONDING EDITORS: 
REV. T. J. MELISH, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
REV. G. F. PENTECOST, Boston, Mass. 
D. M. GRAHAM, D.D., Chicago, Minois. 


REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS: 


Chas. Howard Melestm, D.D., Newport, R. I 
w--- zrvoper, D.D., Wilson, Nor;h Carolina 
H. A. Sawtelle, D.D., San Francisco, Cal. 
Rev. J. Hyatt Smith, Brooklyn, New York. 
Rey. H. N. Herrick, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rey. R. Cooley, Lima Centre, Wisconsin. 
Rev. S. G@. Woodrow, Buffalo, New York. 

R. S. James, D.D , Zanesville, Ohio. 
Professor George McMillan, Berea, Ky 

Rey. J. D. Beugless. U. S. Navy. 

Rey. D. M. Stuart, Pike, New York. 

Jabez Buros D.D., LL.D., London, England. 
Rey. James L. Phillips, India, and others. 


Among its Atiractions for 18S 7G will be 


Spurgeon’s Sermons, Weekly, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS AND FAMILY PAGE, 
FRESH AND INSTRUCTIVE. 

SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR NEWS. 
J, HYATT SMITH’S COLUMN. 


It is generally conceded that the Barrist UNION 
is awakening a vast amount of religious thought 
and discussion among all classes, and should be 
read by all who are interested in Christian Progress. 


LL 


Terms of Subscription : 


One year, if paid in advance,......... 0 ecces eceee $2.20 
If not paid in advanee,........0. c.ccccoe.ssssscssccesees 2.70 
BUTOpeaM SUBSGTIDESTG, .cccecesceccsscccccccosescccccecess 3,00 
AGENTS WANTED. 
ADDRESS, 


BAPTIST UNION, 
37 Park Row, N. Y. 
J. L. HIGBEE, Basiness Manager. 


OUR CATALOGUE 


Of over 500 first-class Newspapers and Magazines, 
mailed for three-cent stamp. See our terms to sub 
scribers before ordering for 1876. Address, PENN 
BOOK and PERIODICAL AGENCY, Shoemakertown, Pa. 


END 25 cents for one rear’s subscription to 
THE PENN RECORD, a monthly Journal 
evoreu to Literature and its production, 

Address, PENN BOOK AND PERIODICAL AGENCY, 
Shoemakertown, Pa. 





Contains over 1,200 varieties Vegetable and 
Flower Sceds, COLORER PLATES. Elegant 
wood-cuts of Vegetables and fowers. Handsomest 
Guide Published! ®® Send for it. 


DETROIT SEED CO., Detroit, Mich, 








[December 25, 1875. 








PERIODICALS, ETC. 


(SG RISTIAN AT;YYORK 
T. De Witt Talmage, Editor, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 
Readers Never Before Presented. 
EDITORIALS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE 
SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAG E. 

~« 4 GOOD YEAR,” 

A NEW SE . by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who says 
A Please Geant shall » the best story I have ever writtcn. 
Asonts Wanted 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 


The United States and Canada, ° 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK. 
TERMS :—#3 per year, in advance. 
B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, 


102 Chambers Street. New York. 











NEW EDITION NOW READY. 


THE KNIGHTLY SOLDIER, 


BY REV. H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 
With portrait and illustrations, 16mo., Cloth, 


$1.25. 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Publishers, 
381 Washington Street, Boston. 
MAILED ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


JUST PUOBLISHED. 


Sermons by the Monday Ciob, 


On the International Lessons for 1876. 
$1.SOo. 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Publishers, 


381 Washington Street, Boston. 
MAILED ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


to all 
cants. 
one of the 
and most 


tal es 
h lished: came 


engravings, 2 elegant 


250 pages, over 600 
j ored plates, and re full 


scriptions, prices, an 
for planting over 1200 
egetable and Flower 
Plants, Roses, &c.. and is 
Farmer, Gardener and Florist. 


D. M. FERRY & CO., 
Seedsmen and Florists, DETROIT, }fich. 








FLORIDA MOSS—FLORIDA MOSS. 

Decorate your Homes and the Church with the 
Beautiful FLORIDA MOSS. Large 50c.. $1, and $2 
pochagee sent, post-paid, by mail. Price, $ per 

arrel, on board carsor steamer. Cash to accom- 
pany orcers. (Orange Gréges. Farms, City and 
Country Residences, ete., sale and exchange ) 
Addre.sC.A LINCOLN, Real Estate Agent, Jack- 
sonville, Florida. 

4&@ Refers to Hon. Marshall Jewell, P. M G. 


EGYPTIAN ROOFING. 





More Durable than Tin. 
LESS THAN ONE-HALF THE COST. 
FOR STEEP OR FLAT ROOFS. 


Can be applied by inexperienced persons. 
Turned out by machinery. A finished roofing 
ready to lay on the building, warranted ten years 
Send for circular and sample. AGENTS WANTED. 


MORSE & MINER, Manufacturers, 
105 N. Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

Roofing shipped to any = of the country, al 
dealers 5 One Ply, and Triple Thick nated 
Roofing Felt, 8 cents per pound. Oxide Roofing 


Paint for Felt, Tin, and Shingled Roofs, 40 cents 
per gallon. Pitch $8 per barrel. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 7, 1875, 
Messrs. Morse & MINER: 


Gents: The roofs of the three hayes, Nos. 135, 
197, ‘and ; Noble Street, which Was covered 
with your an ng. three yeurs ago, ars 
in perfect condition now. Haverequiréd nothing 


done to them, and are perfectly satisfactory. 





L. GC. CLEEMAN, Attorney at Lay, 
No. 16 South Thira Styee;. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 











PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Full and authentic information in regard to 
this Church (and the Church of England); to- 
gether with its representative and be-t thought, 
and much valuable lierary and geaeral reading, 
can be found in The Churchman, & 32-page weekly, 
now in its thirty-first year. Single Cd ten cents ; 
three months, $1; one year $4; To Clergymen $3. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
, PERIODICALS, ETC. 


40 pp. MONTHLY. 

THE CHEAPEST MAGAZINE PUBLISHED. 60 CENTS PER ANNUM IN CLUBS. 
NTEPNATION4) LESSONS BY B. F. JACOBS. 

4 T 


Fireside Talks by Rev. W. F. Crafts ; original hymns on lessons by P. P. Bliss 
t Other features by able writers, 


SEND FOR A SPECIMEN COPY. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE 


STIAN UNION. 




















~- len Ain Roatees S EO| Roe Peecnmsccatsing gsc ecm | REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER, 
aa : ; j , Publisher, 91 Washi : ' EDI 3 
Musical Gifts for Christmas. MONTHLY F. H. REVELL, Publisher, 91 Washington St., Chicago TOR 
Gs . . PRIMARY DEP’T. MRS. W. F. CRAFTS 
Musical Gifts for New Years. : : : : ‘ Ellinwood’s authorized verbatim reports each 
’ WIP j} | Any boy or girl week of Mr. Beecher’s 
aE, GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG! NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS. | ** QEPAKING PIECES, | wen” o> fod 
SONS GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG! 12mo. 8 pages, in clear type, containing four + pe Spank ai exhibitions should take Carmons lll Plymouth Choreh 
'ALMAG E. carols. Music easy, p easing and artistic. | the New Evgland Journal of Education. Boston, 
GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG! _~t- adapted for Sunday-selrcol Christmas | Mass, and have the benefit of Mrs. M. RB, C, , 
‘ GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG! festivals. Price, 6 cents; $5.00 per 100 Copies. viedo, School Exhibit.on Department. Send | aj) his literary productions, including the char- 
C " " | ttamp for copy. acteristic ‘‘ Star Papers,” will be given. 
, Who says: PUBLISHED BY | z 
— GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG a LUTHERAN ROOK STORE, pow SERIAL STORIES BY 
a 00 Oo the best on tmusie sine] pages. With ele. | 117 North Sixth Street, Philadelphia Rev. Edward Everett Hale, D.D. 
y on vt binding, $400. In cloth, $3.00. In (Author of a “Man without a Country,” etc.) 
nada, oards, $2.50. SE Hon. Albion W. Tourgee, 
that they Uniform in style, price, and binding, with the og Judge of the Superior Court of North —— 
rear sore splenats og, ws hare Que of | PJEREAN Yes PATIO [IBLE (author of “Toimett," ste) 
Kk. best irish Melodles, and the choicest Operatic SPRIFS _ AL LESSONS Bve. Marries Becsher Stowe, 
ngs. “ , ’ 

' CHRISTMAS CAROLS. EF'OoR 1376. (Author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” etc.) 
sher, By Howard. 38 Cents. 7 BY THE REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. of mp mee Family ron. 
k. ANTHEM. There were Shepherds. 1876. Fourth Year. 1876. | 4 HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER & SCHOLAR. OFmMs Ue. per year, postage prepai 
Ss MERRY CHRISTMAS. Piano piece. | ppen sepies OF LESSON HELPS PUBLISHED. | 

By Wilson. 60 Cents. . * PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, | Cash Commissions my. a petitive Premiums 
. ' Rejoice the hearts of the Old Folks with —— ncintute Gena Monthly 1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. . 
Centennial Collection for Old Folk’s Concerts. | 5. H. Vincent, D.D., editor. Particular! adapted ba 2 000 Given Awa; ! 
40 Cents. By E. Tourjee to the wants of Superintendents, Teachers, and &@-To prevent de!ay in the receipt of the Ques- ; VY 
Cloth, : 7 : advanced Scholars. Single copy, sixty-five cents 


Gladden your Sabbath-school by introducing 
SHINING RIVER. 
One of the sweetest of Song Books. 


Order the above books of any of the principal 
music dealers, or by mail, [inclosing retail 
price} of 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., CHAS. H, DITSON &(0.. | Pee, 23, Connection, with the lessons for the year. JUST ISSUED 27 Park Place, New York. 
Boston. Tit Br’dway, N.Y. 4. Berean Question Book. Contains BY THE ; ep 


The Laternational §,§, Lessons 


E'or 1876. 





@ year, six or over to one address, fifty-five cents | 


each. 

2. Lesson Leaf. Fottr pages a month, for 
Scholars only. 5% cents a year. $5 50 per 100. 

3. i Comp . Indispe 
every Teacher. Isa digest of the best thoughts, 
and explanations of the best Bible Scholars of all 





every lesson for the year, with Scripture, Topic, 


Text, Questions, Outlines, etc, etc. Price, 15 


cents. 
5. Picture Lesson Paper. For Primary 
Classes. Eight pages a mon Is the most ele- 
nt * Juvenile” in America. So arranged that 
t can be divided into four pages, one for each 


msable to 


tion Book, schools wi'l please order as — as 
possible. We would iike to have such orders 
now, and deliver the bocks during December. 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
(334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


SEND FOR PARTICULARS. 


HENRY M. CLEVELAND, Publisher. 
HORATIO ©. KING, Ass’t Publisher. 


HELP! 


All that Sundsy-schcol Tea hers and Scholars 
need can be found in our 


- a 1 
vunstinn 98 y+ ~lynpglpaseegtineapedpmeedunrieeas How i0 Teach the | ittle Folks ILLUSTRATED 
ers © 6. The Leaf Cluster. Quarterly. Leaves, 
’ THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. each 28-96 inches in size, Illustrated in colors Hie sig ings BIB L E OT DIE g 
a id, a type. nted on paper. [ 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD, « monthly | Price, per year. $4; per quarter, $1. Will serve 8 Ls, 
paper, containing Exp'anations by the Rev. Jno, | ©lass of any size for & year. May be profitably TEACHERS AND PARENTS. AND 
ALL, D.v., of New York; Talks for In‘ant-Class used in mission schools and for general review 





Teachers, by Mrs. A. W. Knox, and other heips 

on the Lessons, for Pastors, Superinteadents, 

ers, Parents, and Advanced Scholars. Onty 

pepe = .. year, in coven. JY Mail, 60 cents; 
ubs. 55 cents, eo ; 

LESSON PAPERS POR SCHOLARS, THREE 
besa | p. oem oF e — 8. Pri- 
mary, wi ctures. copies per year, in 
advance, $900. By Mail, $9 50, postage paid. The 
same rates for 10 copies and over. 

THE SCHOLARS’ HAND-BOOK, PART V. By 
REv. Epwin W. Rick A complete Scholar's Com- 
mentary, and a help for teachers on the Interna- 
tional Lessons, from January to July, 1876. Price, 
10 cents ; 100 copies, $8 00. 

THE CHILD'S WORLD, containing Pictorial 
Articl.s for THE CENVtENNIAL YEAR. and on 
selected Lessons, by the editor, Rev. R Newton, 
D.D., and other choice illustrated reading by the 
best writers. 100 copies, per year, in advance, 
monthly, $17.09; semi-munthly, $24.00. By Mail, 
monthly, $13.00; semi-monthly, $26.00, postage 

d. The same rates for 10 copies and over 

ingle subscription copies, 25 cents monthly ; 50 
cents semi-monthly. 

The International Lessons, Texts, Golden Texts, 


in a'l schools. Every infant-class in the country 
should have a copy. 

7. Whedon’s Commentary. Vol. III. 
Old Testament Series. Joshua to | Samuel. By 
Price, $2.50 And Vol. III, New 
mans. By Dr. 


The volumes on the Old Testament are larger, 
and contains over a third more matter, than those 
on the New Testament. 

All subscriptions to either of the periodicals 
must expire with March, June, September, or 
December. 

The postage is prepaid by the Publishers, as re- 
‘quired by law. 

Cash must accompany each order. 


sna. 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 805 Broadway. N. Y. 


By Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, 
and Mrs. Partridge. 


18mo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents. 





Please address orders to 


JOHN A, BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


THREE 


CHOICE BOOKS. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


LESSON LEAVES. 


The Most Economical Periodical for Sunday- 
school Teachers, Bible-Classes, and 
Older Scholars. 


UNSECTARIAN. 


Issued monthly as aids in preparing the leasons 
of the INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

THE BIBL STUDIES, by its illustra- 
tions, incidents, and articles specially prepared, 
is made particularly attractive to the youth who 
have outgrown the children’s pspers. The best 
talent obiainable is employed. and articles are 
presented from the most promivent writers and 
Sunday-school workers of all denominations. One 
LEsson LEaF accompanies each copy. 

THE LESSON LEAVES, which form a 
part of the ILLUSTRATED BIBLE STUDIES. are su- 
perior to anything of the kind yet published. 
They have e gbt pages and contain. besites ques- 
tions and notes, new songs. and at intervals a Con- 
cert Exercise, and a map or other engraving. 
Price one cent each, or 75 cents per hundred. 


I. 
“MAN IN THE MOON, 





s and Central Truths, January to July, 1876. 64mo, oa Fon ewe coma ‘ae Stud ec” one — 

“A | paper 50 cents per 100. ae : And Other People.’’? $2.00. | and our charming Floral Crosses. For $1.40 the 
wiew Charts on sheets 314 by 5 feet, in large, 7. ‘Stndies” and the Floral Crosses in oval and gilt 

= bold type, to be viewed by the whole school. Pub- By R. W. RAYMOND. mats. . 

— py en ky RR, “The most charming of the children’s sift | pup BIBLE STUDIES & SMITH'S BIBLE DICTIONARY 

+ for Keviewing, with Suggestions and Questions, books.” —Springficld Republican. 4 J ° 

ete , and the 
k- 


Seholar’s Review Paper, with Responsive Bible 
Readings, etc. Quarterly, each, $1.00 per 100. 


of The National Sunday School Teacher, 


It. 


On receipt of $18.00 we will send ten copies of 
the RIBLE STUDIES one year, and ten copies of Dr. 


Catalogues and specimen copies of the Periodi- atom alone ee the Se 7 ‘6 H Ds AND TAILS , aang celebrated Bibie Dictionary. The regular 
cals and Review papers furaished gratuitously, | 7 (OOV Se izine. Rae weashidipg be Lenk at eee pr oe EA H The books wiil be sent bv express from here or 
and subscriptions received at the society’s De. | Best_Contributions, Best Lessons, Best Editorials, P 


positories as foilows: 
A. KIRKPATRICK, 1122 Chestnut St, Phila. 
G. 8. SCOFLELD, 8 and 10 Bible House, N. Y. 
J. A. CROWLEY, 40 Winter Street, Boston. 


$1.50 per year, No S.S, Magazine so popular, 
Specimen Copy sent on application to 


Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


Studies and Stories of Pets.”” $2.00. 
By GRACE GREENWOOD. 
“Like all of Grace Greenwood’s books, always 


from Hartford, Ct, at expense of recipients, 

Cheap Clab Rates.—wITHOUT PREMIUMS. 
3 copies STUDIES 1 year one address 85 cts. each. 
1 ) “ +. “ “ 75 “ 


_R. PORT, 98 ‘Dearb« Chicago. | — “| attracti Bin «2. «. mee 
!'VAXSON, 207 North Sixth Street, St Louis’ | IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! bore) yo OP de Se ee ee 


prow OF LUFF 


For Sunday Schools. 


By W. A. Oapen, author of New Silver Bong, of which 





A new book for Conventions, Singing Classes, 
Churches. 


“THE CHOICE.” 


BY JAS. McGRANAHAN & C. C. CASE. 











praised.”—<St. Louis Central Baptist 





11tf. 


‘6 
SIR PHILIP SIDNEY: 
His Life and Times.’’ $1.50. 
“A book well deserving the beautiful binding 


Ove F 300,080 have been sold. Nearly every dpadinan copy THE BEST AND ONLY and printing into which the Fords have put it. 
examined brings an order fora supply. $3.60 per dozen. } & a <4 . J 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. BH" Specimen pages free to all. | The Teachers’ | hows @ grace and skill of workmanship 


ILVER CAROL 


The Pupils’ 


Every body’s kc H O I C E ! 


Contains 192 pases, embracing Entirely New 
Singing School 


that make it a rare biography.” — J. Y. Mai. 


a@For sale everywhere, or mailed, post-paid 


on receipt of price, by 





‘ 0 
Specimen copies sent to any address. 
©. H. HOWARD & CO, Publishers, 
151 & 153 Fifth Avenue, Chicago. 





artment ; Original and Strik- | > A oS 

ing Exercises and Beamples; Stirring Part-Songs| J. B. FORD & CO., New York. / 4 Cw 
4 NG of Day-School and Ju- and Choruses . Beautiful Solos; Rousing Roun L ~ —— 
: — raceful Glees. ; 4 wy I 

venile Singing Books. - av 
_ . EVERYTHING CHOICE. 109 Fulton St.) | } - @ 4 
** Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from | Ss p ww 
every direction. $5 per dozen, Ask your bookseller for it, Wanting in most works ofthe kind. > —_—— 


or send 50 cts. for sample copy. B@” Specimen pages free. 


NTHEM CHOI 


N 
The “Choice” contains a e 
IMPORTANT | "conection of standard Guares 
nes, for use 0: oirs an 
FEATURE Congregations, and 


New York. 


merican 
| By OK | 
| Eixchange. 


“Monthly Magazine for Young Foils 


Edited by H. V. OSBORNE. 
Each number handsomely illustrated, and brim- 


SERS: fine OEE EIS SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. Furnish all new and second-hand books, maga- oe of Selena Dees en weeies, See 

' 2 ; Jantsecond- rades, ete. Popular w e boys an ris be- 
iat tek ctietee Seas sertae, phy wa Frice, 78 cents; $7.50 per Gosen. Eingle Specimen co pee mye veieanan eee cause it amuses and instructs. % favorite with 
vention use. $10.50 per doz. Sample Copies sent, post-paid, on receipt of retail price. new and old, Joaned to all parts of the United | pare’ ts because it is pure and safe. Only $1.60 


copy $1. B@ Specimen pages free. 


W.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 


PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 





CINCINNATI, O. 


States. Book ExcHANGE MONTHLY, 25 cents & 
year, gives particulars, lists of books, etc 


JOUN B. ALDEN. Manager. 





r year, post-paid. ae) 
Pel area Hitcucock & WALDEN, Cineinnatt, 
Chicago, or st. Louis; or NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
New York. 





0 EPONA = 


THE OUTLOOK FOR 1876. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor. GEO. A. PELTZ, Associate Editor. JOHN WANAMAKER, Publisher. 


HE plans of Tue Sunpay-scHoo. Times for 1876 are broader and more complete than ever. The represen -sch pace 
7 rapid progress of thought and work in its sphere. . Annee GUE oF he Cauiay oe comme © 0S Bap with the 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Its ——e form a mtg ow ¥< ag Fone They include: . . 
1. An Exposition of the n by William Ormiston, D.D., who as a skilled teacher and thorough Bibl rare 
[Fat cheat armen ug e student shows power in adapting the lesson-truths practically 
. Normal Hints to Primary-class teachers, by ‘‘ Faith Latimer” (Mrs. J. A. Miller, of Louisville, Ky.), herself rimary-class teach 
. A brief Application of the spiritual truths of each lesson, by the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. es “1 haersem agen ” 
. Bible Lights on the lesson, or purallel and illustrative Scripture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of pture. 
. Selected [llustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and applying lesson-truths. . 5 ees Sen 
. An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the ages on the Bible teaching of the lesson. 
- — Outlines for the pe ye or a on slate, Age Rey. J. B. Atchinson, of Detroit, and others. 

Lights from Bible Lands. A series of sketches of travel, and of Oriental illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, including Henry J. Van Len D.D 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, etc,; also the Rev. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geogra : bi an tan 
special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876. si — visited ee Se ae Se 

9 Review plans by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods. 
10. Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the line of helps to Sunday-school workers, aside from mere lesson study, there are promised : 


A series of Normal papers, on methods of work in every department of the Sunday-school (showing what should be d cula pasto 
superintendents, and teachers, and to local normal-classes. ’ a SES ne GER SEES ee - 


‘Words of Workers,” a collection of the best sayings of the best Sunday-school workers on classified themes of Sunday-school work. 
A Bible exercise for the Sunday-school concert, as often as once a month. 


Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools, for installing teachers, and for various special occasions. 
Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—church and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. ; 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tue Times is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sunday-se 
including reports of conventions, institutes, associations, normal-classes, with the most valuable addresses of leading Retake eau Pe © a a eee 

Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest original material from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 
this department it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within the past few weeks are John Hall. D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D., M 
B. Riddle, D.D., Edward Eggleston, D.D., Geo. Dana Boardman, D.D.. W. H. VanDoren. D.D., Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T. Crane, D.D., the Rev. Messrs. Washington Gladden. 
B. L. Agnew, Samuel W. Duffield, Lyman Abbott, Asa Bullard, Joseph H. Twichell, G. B. Willcox, and Spencer Kennard, W. C. Prime, LL. D., John 8. Hart. LUD. Gen. O. 0. 
Howard, Mary E. Bradley, Margaret E. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. Dodge, and Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. These and many sueh strong writers may be counted on for 1876. 


a Pees _ and miscellaneous selections from American and European journals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,”’ will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 
tian household. 


Care will be taken to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 
of the works considered. 


Indeed, it is intended to make this paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-school world. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable in advance, were established November 15th : 


From 1 to 14 Copies - $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for id postage. 
From 15 to 29 - ; ad - 1.90 de oe 66 i yr PO? gJ ) 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ “ “ PP “ 


To Pastors and Sup2rintendents, who at the :ime of making their subscription, state that they are such. $1.65 each. 


A NEW FEATURE. 


To secure to superintendents, for use in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT’S PAPER” 


is to be issued monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrations. This paper qill be 
sent on receipt of its price, 50 cents, only to subscribers of Tus Times, who are pastors or superintendents, and who when ordering it, state that they are such. 
The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication. 


SCHOLARS’ HELPS. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each Sunday of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. This Leaf will contain the 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, a list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his examination of the lessons but in the 


practical application of its truths. - T H E SCH OLA R’S QUARTE RLY.” 


There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunday. 
With the Scripture text of each lesson will be given marginal references; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. rief explanatory notes to aid the scholars in 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work ; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of persons, plates, and 
customs included in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul, and a preliminary sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D., of New York, 
will aid in making Tue ScHoLar’s QuaRTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
detached Lesson Leaves are met in this publication—which is at the same time a great improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 

The lesson questions in both Toe WEEKLY Lesson Lear and THE ScHOLAR’s QUARTERLY, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn. 
—who is unequaled in this line of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the American Sunday-school Union, and now editor-in- 
chief of THe SuNDAY-scHOoL TIMES. ; 

In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commence; if they do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order. 

Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATHS. 


} —— 1C© 14p. [100 Copies, one month - $ GO 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF: 1100 - ates one year, 7. en "20 


7 
THE SCHVLAR'S QUARTERLY:|400, Copies: three months, - $ 00 
9 ° 


LESS THAN 100 COPIES OF EITHER AT SAME RATE. 


ADDRESS, 
NEW YORK OFFICE: JOAN DM. WATTLES, 
304 FOURTH AVENUE, BUSINESS MANAGER, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent. 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





